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Moderator
Thank you guys for coming along.  It’s nice to see you all, I appreciate your time.  It hasn’t been that long since we last met and I thought instead of doing the whole consent form again, what I thought I’d do was just go through the points verbally.  So what I’m going to do is just go over the points of the consent form verbally, it’s basically the same agreement as before, nothing’s changed, that’s why I’m not having you sign it because nothing has changed.  Basically, you understand that you can ask questions of me at any time.  You understand that you are being recorded in audio and video equipment.  Participation is voluntary so at any point you can withdraw from participating.  The data that I’m collecting will be deposited at the UK Data Archive and any future researchers will be bound by our agreements in terms of protecting your anonymity - actually we won’t worry about confidential information because I won’t be depositing your names and addresses with that.  You’re agreeing to sign the copyright of your words so that I can use them in publications and take excerpts for web-page displays or anything like that, without providing obviously any identifying details of you.  If you’ve already indicated, I will notify you of forthcoming publications or media releases associated with this research.  You also understand that your personal details are not going to be revealed      except for myself and my assistants -there’s no assistants, it’s just me and that you’re freely agreeing to participate in this research and you understand that it is protected by the national code of ethics.

So, the other thing is to make the money process more efficient, underneath your name badges is an envelope so if you don’t have a nameplate and you don’t have an envelope- but everyone does.  So what I’ll do instead this time, you know we had the queue last time going out the door, I’ve got the exact same form here and I’ll just circulate and you can just sign as you did before but when you’re ready, either now or before you leave. So everyone’s got a nameplate and everyone’s got an envelope.  

So, it’s been a very exciting few weeks since I saw people depending on when your Leader’s Debate Focus Group was.  I thought that what we would do in terms of the start is- I should also put as a disclaimer - I cannot ethically require you to reveal your vote choice to me, we have a secret ballot in this country - how you voted is also your personal information.  So you do not have to disclose how you voted if you did vote.  Some people in the last group didn’t get a chance, they didn’t get around to voting because of certain things.  So you don’t have to disclose how you vote in order to participate.  It is not a requirement.  That said, I would love to know how you voted.  So if you don’t mind saying: ‘I spoiled my ballot’ - ‘I voted for this party or that party’ I would love to know this information but it’s not required at all and I completely respect your right to say -I’m not going to tell you how I voted, my vote is private.  What I would like, if possible, also could you make sure your nameplates are turned so that the camera can pick up on it.  Future researchers will be very pleased that we do this.  

I wonder if you could tell me a story, the story of how you ultimately decided to vote, or whether you didn’t get a chance to vote or whether you spoiled your ballot.  What I would like you to do is think back in time to when you were making up your decision to vote or maybe you had already decided how you were going to vote going in to it.  And as you approached Election Day, about when you decided or made up your mind or you knew for sure that you would continue to vote for the same party or whatever else and what things ultimately swayed you.  What things were you thinking about when you said- Ah you know, at the end of the day I’m going to put my ‘X’ here for this candidate or this party, depending on how you made your decision.  I guess because this is more of a voluntary thing rather than a requirement I’d rather people volunteered to walk us through the story of how you came to make your decision.  If people feel comfortable doing that I’d really appreciate it.
Kevin
I voted Lib-Dem to keep the Tories out.  Never again in my life-time, I’ll never vote Lib-Dem again.  I’ve cut off my nose to spite my face; they’ll never get my vote ever again.
Moderator
So you voted tactically…
Kevin
It was a pure tactical thing, yeah.

Moderator
-and you ended up with what you were tactically voting…

Kevin
He’s sort of got a - well yeah, that’s life.

Moderator
Anyone else?
Nicole
I still hadn’t really decided until I turned up at the polling station, but I voted for the Liberal Democrats and I live in a very, very safe Tory seat.  So I really knew my vote wasn’t going to mean very much but I agree with their principles, I like the candidate- I just wanted to show my support and just place the vote where I wanted it even though I knew it wouldn’t do anything.

David
I, too, voted Lib-Dem in very much the same way as Kevin did thinking there would be a landslide.  I don’t know why I had that in mind but for them now to have a coalition with the Conservatives I really don’t know why I did what I did.  So my tactical vote was misjudged.  Then again, at the same time I didn’t want Labour to get in either but I definitely didn’t want the Conservatives to get the majority.
Moderator
Right. Geoff….

Geoff
I voted Labour, I was Labour from the start and I think I’m a bit surprised now to see people’s opinions, the people who voted Lib-Dem, now that the Conservatives and Lib-Dems have got together because I think it would’ve been a different vote if they knew it was going to be a coalition.  I think it would’ve been different, totally different.

Moderator
So, you think that if Nick Clegg had said, during the debates -I’ll…

Geoff
‘Go with whoever…’ the tactical voting would’ve been totally different.

Moderator
Ok. Keith.

Keith
Yeah, I voted Lib-Dem.  I definitely want to see Labour in again in my lifetime, I think they made enough mistakes and they can go away, come back with some fresh ideas.  I think the tradition views of the parties that are ingrained on this society, Tory as ravenous, you know plunderers, Labour spend too much.  I think they are very much closer together than people think.  I’m not surprised that Lib-Dems are in alliance with the Tories. From a strategic way of thinking it’s the thing for them to do.  It can go the other way.  They want to get a 3-party system going, not a 2-party system going and in the end that’s what I voted for.  I didn’t vote for a short-term government I voted for a chance of some sort of ideal- I’ve grown up all my life with a 2-party system and I’d like to see parties working a bit more closer with each other, so yeah going away from the tradition archaic red versus blue I wanted to encourage a little bit more cooperation in government. 
Moderator
Thank you. 

Shirley
Yeah, I was going to go with the Lib-Dems actually.  My family have always been Tory and I’ve always gone with what they were, and I though I’d go for the Lib-Dems, give them a chance sort of thing but on the day I thought- they’re never going to get in.  So I waited for my husband to get home, we both went and I still wasn’t sure, and we got there and the Tory guys were outside, so I walked up and put my cross straight away, and - Tories.

Moderator
So you thought about it but in the end…

Shirley
In the end, yeah I thought I don’t think they’re going to do it so I’ll just vote Tory.

Moderator
Someone in the last group also said it was the same position, where she got to the polls and it was Lib-Dem or Tory -and the family, she’d always voted …

Shirley
Yeah, family.

Liz
I voted Conservative. I completely lost faith in Gordon Brown and Labour government, so I wasn’t going to vote for them, I have voted for them in the past.  I had very little faith in the policies of the Liberal Democrats and I also live in a very safe Conservative seat.  So that’s where my vote went.  I wouldn’t necessarily say I had 100% faith either in them but, the rest of them were not for me.
Moderator
And did you waver at all in terms of making your decision.

Liz
Yeah, I did deliberate over my decision for a week or two leading up to it.
Moderator
And where were you? - were you all three or…?

Liz
I looked at the policies and what affected me and my family but ultimately I knew I was in a safe Conservative seat anyway and the majority in my area were probably going to vote that - that wasn’t what made me vote that but…
Moderator
-it was a consideration-
Liz
It was a consideration of course, and I just couldn’t bear the thought of Gordon Brown leading the country any longer.

Moderator
Sure, right. 

Jody
I was in the +branch of the military + for 20 years, went to Iraq under Gordon Brown with only 75% of my staff because 25% were fighting fires because he couldn’t sort out his union disagreements.  I subsequently left the +branch of the military + for work in the private sector but very closely aligned with the government and the public sector and see the waste that goes on in the public sector.  And there was absolutely no way I was going to vote Labour and so I voted Conservative.

Moderator
Ok. And did the dynamics of your constituency play into that or you just knew that was the party…   

Jody
-that was the party I was going to vote for, always, you know.  Labour didn’t take one seat east of the M1 did they so, it was always a forgone conclusion really.

Moderator
Great, thanks. Anyone else?

Ian
I voted Lib-Dem just because I agreed with what they said and I didn’t want to see Gordon Brown- 14 years of doing whatever.  I got influenced by my dad really – ‘cause it’s the first time I’ve voted.  That was it really.  Cameron, I just don’t really like so I weren’t going to vote for him.
Moderator
Ok, so you went Lib-Dem as the other option.

Ian
That’s it, I was just going to vote for them.

Moderator
Ok, right.  Did you say you voted Lib-Dem? 

Matthew
No, but I did -not for it being the first choice but by deciding the others I didn’t want - given the choice I’d have voted Green but that was a wasted vote because that wasn’t going to get me anywhere.  I grew up under Thatcher so I’ve never voted Conservative and I didn’t want Gordon Brown in again, so I was left with the Lib-Dems.  They were the closest I would have got to some of the Green views.
Keith
I would just like to say, there’s been quite a few people saying where they’ve voted and that they lived in safe seats.  If you’re local, you lived in Colchester it’s a reasonably safe seat for Lib-Dem but if you live in Wivenhoe or anywhere else around here it’s a fantastically safe seat for Conservatives.  The Liberals have got a big vote but everyone’s voting in a way, this is what I disagreed with, it’s like -Well, I voted Lib-Dem- it doesn’t matter who you voted for, the Conservatives are going to get in -but the fact that you voted Lib-Dem- when you see these things with the seats they had 25% of the votes, 10% less than Labour yet they had 2 other seats less than Labour sort of thing - those type of figures bounded about.  That’s what I was more interested in, levelling that playing field a bit but people do live in an area that might be a safe seat for a Conservative and will be, maybe, forever until maybe there’s a fantastic Bank crash and most of the rich people in Witham are out of the ‘bun’ sort of thing.  It will always be a Conservative seat.  But I’m all for people voting and it matters.  I was interested mainly in the fact that you could vote, there may be a system in the next 5,10 or 20 years when you do vote and it might mean something - it might not mean something directly for your area in the way that your MP represent you but in the whole make-up of the House of Commons.  That was what I was really voting for.  I wasn’t voting for the government really, I was voting for the chance to change that so everyone’s vote does count.
Moderator
Yeah, I think this election as really raised the issue or focused the issue of electoral, how the structure works and how the constituencies work and all that kind of stuff seems to be very significant in this election.  It’s something that we are going to talk about a bit more.

David
I think the debates on television were probably a big mistake.

Moderator
For..?

David
Because - Nick Clegg came across reasonably well during the first one, the one that we observed and it’s not an English style, it’s an American- I can’t imagine it ever being used again as a vehicle for election because I think it sort of slanted things up -  there was an element of falseness to- the impression that it created.
Moderator
In terms of how the media picked up on it or….

David
-Yes, and the fact that - it’s something which I associate with America but I don’t associate it with the way in which we conduct elections in England.

Ian
In my opinion, that helped me vote like, watching them.
David
Yes, but at the end of the day we all voted for things that didn’t come true.

Ian
But I voted for Lib-Dems because I actually agreed with what he was saying and the other two were just ‘point-scoring’ all the time. {Kevin nods} Brown was just going on -Oh we’ll do this, do that, what do you think? Clegg was having none of it.  And I agreed with what Clegg was saying.

Shirley
He was good on the TV debates wasn’t he.  The younger people didn’t know him and I didn’t know him.

Ian
I didn’t know him -that was the first time I’d even seen him. That was the first time.  Truthfully it didn’t bother me.

Shirley
You probably didn’t read the leaflets that come through your door, did you?

Ian
No.

Moderator
Kevin?

Kevin
I think the thing is, in terms of the debate and things- now it’s started it it won’t stop, probably will never go back.

David
I know, but I don’t know, I’m curious, I’d almost have a wager with you.

Kevin
You think? I’m convinced, Sky are involved, it won’t go back.

David
It seems almost a kind of celebrity thing then doesn’t it, it’s not politics.

Kevin
Yeah, it won’t go back.

Jody
Once you open the box, you never close it.

Kevin
That’s it, now, and I think I said at the first one -that would be it- the one we watched on Sky, there weren’t any ad-breaks in it - they’ll be ad-breaks in it now, they’ll be ad-breaks, there’ll be this, there’ll be that there will be whistles, it’ll be tweaked and pulled and things will be done here and there.  If you think that one was a bit staged and a bit showbiz - what, 5 years time or 6 months time- (laughter)
Moderator
That was very interesting.  Thank you for that exchange, it was really good and I do like it when people just kind of talk about it, it’s more spontaneous.  I should have mentioned before, what I kind of want to do is to think first about your vote and vote choice and then talk about the actual night of and morning after.  So if you can think back- did you watch the evening coverage, did you wake up the next day and turn on the tele the next day to see what the result was and what your reaction was to the actual result itself.  And then we’re going to talk a little bit about the next couple of days when the negotiations were taking place and your reactions to that.  And then, again, when the coalition government was announced, a little bit about that, and then about some of the proposals coming out from the new government in terms of the fixed 5-year terms, a referendum on the Alternative Vote and the idea of raising the bar to dissolve Parliament from 50% +1 to 55% - so just kind of to give you a map.  And then the last question - you can also discuss too, I think, the role of the media or how the media was portraying this discussion as we go along as well because I would be interested in your reactions and thoughts on that.  And the final question I wanted to discuss tonight was just looking forward -Are you generally pessimistic, generally optimistic, generally don’t know what might happen but they’re going to be with us with 6 months - a year into the future.  Where do you think we’ll be.  So with that road-map if I could have you cast your minds back to the night of the election.  Were you maybe at home, were you watching something else, did you turn over to watch the coverage, or the next day did you get up and what you’re thoughts were and what the actual outcome of the election was.  I think it was more of a general question.  Ian did you follow the coverage on the night of or did you hear about later?
Ian
No, I just woke up and my mum told me.
Moderator
And what were you’re thoughts, did you have any thoughts on the hung Parliament?

Ian
I was glad that Brown wasn’t in. That was my opinion of it. ‘Cos they’d had 14 years and they hadn’t done anything, but other stuff they have done, like my dad’s an +public servant position + and they’ve done loads for immigration but everyone else slates immigration and because I’ve talked to me dad about it and I find out a lot more about it.  Just stuff like that, that they done well, but they haven’t done enough in my eyes.  But, no, um, I just woke up and my mum told me. It was just like - whoever, in my eyes.
Moderator
Shirley, do you remember kind of what that was like?

Shirley
I went and done my vote and as I said, I didn’t bother with looking at the tele and the swing-ometer and all that.  Then next day I still couldn’t believe it and I kept thinking -Why has the person with the most votes still not won? - So I had to sit and listen to one of the programmes - right, so you’ve got to get ‘that’ amount and ‘that’ amount- I suppose because normally I just go and vote and have not really looked into it.  And I really couldn’t work out why he’d won, and so I sat and watched one little bit, thinking, you know- what’s happening here.  And I remember being at home when they were going to announce it - oh that night when he come up - oh, Eastenders, they missed that - Oh god. (laughter)   I was sitting there waiting for Eastenders and then he decides to resign then. Why did Gordon Brown do it that? So I did actually sit and watch that, for a good hour, you know, watching the car drive through London. -What am I doing, watching a car driving through London - That was interesting then. 
Moderator
I was happy because I didn’t miss Eastenders, they played it on Wednesday.
Shirley
But no, yeah because ITV didn’t bother, Sky and BBC went into it and followed the cars but ITV didn’t bother.

Jody
So you didn’t see Corrie then?
Shirley
No, I don’t watch Corrie.  No, I watched the cars driving through London thinking what’s happening here, it fascinated me then - and then it suddenly became real when Gordon showed his boys and the wife walking out and the way they just walked up the street and {waves} ‘Goodbye’.  That was quite- poor little boys they lived in there and then they didn’t even go back to the house again.  Yeah, it was intriguing, it’s still like in my head - why- they’re both sitting in their houses – you know the old Parliament there together- Clegg and Cameron together, weird.
Moderator
We’ll talk again too about reactions to the coalition.  Thanks for that.  Nicole, how about you, your reactions to what’s going on?

Nicole
I’ve really got into it this year.  I think I stayed up until about midnight and then I slept on the sofa so I didn’t wake my husband up and I set the alarm for 4.00 and turned the tele on to see what had happened, I just got really into it this year, and then came to work because of where we work we had it on all morning and just kept coming into the office to check and check the numbers and see what had happened.  I didn’t watch it so much over the weekend with the negotiations and then on Monday night when it all kicked off, I was just glued to the sofa again.  Yeah, it was really good.
Moderator
Hm, yeah.

Matthew
I think I voted and then went home to bed, so I didn’t watch any of it mainly because I knew I was going to be woken at 6.30 in the morning.  And then obviously the BBC with their little bit in the top kind of resigned to the fact that either way it was going to be resolved it wasn’t something that I wanted…

Moderator
That was the exit poll and the numbers as they were coming up…

Matthew
-the numbers coming up…So I think I just picked up on it, bits and pieces on the phone as I was going on.

Moderator
Kevin, how about you?

Kevin
Well we’d got a 5-day old baby so-

Moderator
Congratulations! By the way-
Kevin
-so I went and voted and came back and I think the thing that is still crystal clear now is that the exit poll was absolutely spot-on.  It was right at five past ten, ten past ten that was it- 2 seats changed -3 seats changed I think in that period of time and I was sort of woken at various times, my wife was ** but nothing changed whatsoever so that was the thing that finally the pollster, what was his name?- Michael Thrasher finally got it right.  
Moderator
I actually know some of the guys who were working on that project.  So when I was watching it and they kind of ‘rubbished’ it - ‘Just you wait,’ early on nobody believed it.

Kevin
Because I thought there was going to be a coalition in ’97.  All the coalition theorists were all sort of absolutely on the edge of their seats.  The guy who used to lecture me nearly had a breakdown.  He thought it was going to be his big break and the results came in he was just {mimics someone being quite distraught with his hands on his face} ‘Hmm.’ the exit poll - spot on.

Keith
I voted first thing in the morning, as soon as it opened I think, and because I was doing a favour for a friend, just clearing some polling numbers down there so, a Liberal Dem who works here, so he asked if I’d go and do it - you’re not canvassing or anything, you’re just taking the polling numbers so as to get voting information and so as not to knock them up if they’ve voted already in the evening, sort of like come out and vote.  I got home and the 10.00 news come on and from experience before I knew that these things are always changing all the way through.  You’ve always got some Polling Station up somewhere that’s not even started the count because they’ve got local elections at like 6.00 or 7.00 in the morning. So I thought I’ve sat up and been on this train before and, you know, been absolutely shattered, waiting for the result.  So I just went to bed, got up and still heard what was more likely and went out and studied sort of thing.  I think it was more interesting three or four days after that wasn’t it.

Moderator
Yeah, with the negotiations.  David.

David
I was quite excited because my daughter was voting for the first time, she’s back in +local city +, so we went as a family, we all cast our votes and that was about 7.30-8.00 and I just couldn’t be fagged to watch the television.  I don’t think I discovered what the outcome was until the following evening.  I was pre-occupied doing other stuff.

Moderator
Were you surprised at the result?
Jeremy
Yeah, as I said I thought the Lib-Dems would have had far more of the vote.  And I was shocked that someone who purports to be as far left as they are, are prepared to move so far right - sorry as far right as they are prepared to move so far left.  I’m getting it all wrong…(laugh) the first one.
Moderator
What about you Geoff?
Geoff
Well, I went out for dinner on Thursday night and came back about eleven.  And when the first result came through I gave out a cheer for a second- it all went downhill from there. (laugh)
Moderator
Yes, Sunderland did well, they had 3 didn’t they.
Geoff
Yeah, 3-0 up and I thought it would be all over, no, and I sort of stand by his policies for me and my family.  It was interesting, it was good to watch, good to watch them all arguing. To be honest no-one really knew - the exit polls as it showed you down to near enough one or two votes what it’s going to be anyway.  I think they should just have gone with the exit poll, turned the light out and gone to bed - wasted three days otherwise. (laugh)  Now it’s been interesting watching the coalition parties - it may be good for us- it’s interesting but I’ve been through Thatcherism, my parents went through it with Thatcherism, we struggled, really struggled when the interest rates were high, poverty was high - three-day week.  Bins everywhere.  So we’ve been through that.
Jody
That wasn’t Thatcherism though was it.

Geoff
Well, no it was before that, but it was 15% interest rate.

Jody
So that was Labour
Geoff
It was still 15% interest rates…

Jody
-which was Labour

Moderator
Getting back to the action….

Geoff
No, it was interesting, good to watch, see how thing are going to go, see who’ll be Labour party leader - party reform and go from there.  

Moderator
Cycles, right?
Geoff
Yeah, it’s all going to go round again, so.

Moderator
How about you Liz
Liz
I watched some of the media coverage but to be quite honest I find it quite dull the way the keep going over it again, and again as stuff comes through, drawing it all out - so I’m more of a highlight person.  So about 10.00 , switch the TV on for a little brief look, stuff starting to come through.  Went to bed, didn’t think much of it and just caught the headlines on the news and the internet throughout the next day or two. I’ve no interest in watching the media play it all out and talking about theories of what might happen.  What’s going to happen will happen -these are the results- I’m not interested in theories. 

Moderator
You’re more interested in the facts.

Liz
Yeah, I’m more a facts person. So yeah.
Moderator
Ok.  Also were you surprised at their being a hung Parliament?

Liz
No, I thought that was coming.  It was pretty much how I anticipated it to be really.  We’ll come on to this I’m sure, but I find, interesting and surprising really is that the Lib-Dems got, after having so much influence, they actually lost seats.
Moderator
Jody?
Jody
I actually watched Channel 4 because it’s far more entertaining than the news programmes.
Moderator
Oh, is that the comedy with David Mitchell?

Jody
Yeah, because I knew that nothing was really Sunderland was always going to be first to declare - they have been for the last three elections - so that was always going to happen, and nothing really starts to happen until the early hours of the morning and I was working the next day so couldn’t stay up all night but had access to TV so was watching it all day.  I got up at 6.30 and saw that there were about 100 seats to declare and pretty much it went one for one all the way through from there.  The differential between Labour and Conservative pretty much stayed the same I think all the way through those last number of seats declaring.  I watched it all day nearly, pretty much on and off.

Moderator
So when people heard, some weren’t surprised at the hung Parliament - were there people who were surprised at the hung Parliament? {no one raises their hands} Not really. So generally, people were kind of expecting the hung Parliament.  So in terms of moving forward which is an area that Britain hasn’t been in probably for a generation in terms of having to deal with a hung Parliament and forming a government when no party has a majority, we then had a series of days of negotiations between the parties.  The next bit is about- How the negotiations were handled - Do you think it took too long - Maybe the media coverage of the negotiations.  So, your thoughts on that, does anybody want to start?
Liz
What I couldn’t stand was the way the media kept trying to ‘second guess’ the things going on.  You know, I’m into facts and figures but what’s the point of second guessing we’ll find out the results at such and such a point.  I just can’t bear that whole way the media…We got there, it took quite a while but there’s not point in rushing it is there, it’s an important thing, you know decision to be made.  There’s not a lot we can do about it now, people have cast their votes, that’s what we’ve got, that’s the system.
David
I was pleased that Gordon Brown resigned, I’m glad that he did it the way that he did it - he just like did that and that was that. It was great, it was just left to other people now to sort out but also I know that he was actually being used as leverage, wasn’t he, by Nick Clegg trying to squeeze more time to put pressure on the Conservatives to achieve the things that he wanted, and he didn’t want Gordon Brown to go to the Queen at that stage.  From what I read, Gordon said -Right I’m off, see you later, you know I’m going, I won’t hold on any more-.  I think in principle I would have liked to have voted Labour but it would have been a wasted vote this time and, I don’t know, there you go.
Jody
I think it went as far as it could.

Moderator
The negotiations?

Jody
Yeah, I feel it got to a point where somebody’s got to put up or shut up here because we’re five days in - I know in terms of European elections where a coalition is much more of a thing but then Europe pretty much runs on proportional representation which is not what we’ve got here.  And it got to a point where Clegg was holding out, holding out and holding out around the table with one party or another and let’s face it - the rainbow coalition was never going to work just because of the maths.  Didn’t form a majority with two parties to try and bring in all the other parties, you’d never have whipped it for any government legislation.  So I think it went as far as it could.  I think if it hadn’t gone that Monday night then the public would have start the press speculating.  People were starting to see a lot more negative press at that point about -a decision has to be made- and we had a lot of talk about a ‘fair’ government and a new era in government but we’re not seeing that and something had to give and I think it probably went, as far as brinkmanship goes, as far as it could go, for me anyway.
Moderator
But you were willing to tolerate before like -come on guys, get it together.  Anyone else on the negotiations bit of it.
Matthew
I got fed up with it as well.  I just wanted to know what the result was going to be. Speculation, anything like that just annoys the hell out me so I just stopped watching the news.  On a regular basis just pick it up once a day, wait until the results…

Moderator
Check, in see if anything new

Male part.
Oh I couldn’t be watching it all day, it just got too much.

Keith
I didn’t sort of follow it all day but I enjoyed hearing, like- What are they doing now - ohh OK, yeah- What are they doing now – brilliant. I was too busy really but it was nice, like sort of his Dallas some sort of soap opera, you know- I mean, it had a kick in it because obviously it means something for the coaching.  Yeah, I was quite entertained by it.

Shirley
Because I thought at one stage didn’t Gordon Brown say he was staying, he’d be there for a good six months, right when he first done it, and then suddenly he resigned.  

Moderator
Yeah, he came out and made a statement saying that he was going to be staying on as the party leader until the Conference was going to be going on and he needed to stay on as PM in the coalition at that point as well but he didn’t have…..
Shirley
Yeah, no I heard that bit you see, I only picked up bits, a bit like, ‘how do they know’ but every time they were outside the offices they were -No comment- and were still talking and I thought why were the media there.  I felt he got bullied into leaving, Gordon Brown, even though I did vote for him. But if he was saying he was staying on, then suddenly he’s gone, now who pushed him into going.  Now he’s lost his leadership, he could’ve stayed as leader couldn’t he.
Liz
Now in history, I don’t know the answer to this but how many parties that lose actually end up with their leaders staying in place.  Quite often they go, don’t they?
Keith
They’re tempted to fall on their swords, aren’t they ** make way for something new to win the next election I think, that’s the norm.  But the fact is most of them are dragged kicking, screaming, leaving their fingernails in the doorways as they go. {mimics action of fingernails dragging across a doorway}.
Matthew
Not many of them just completely leave politics though do they.  He’s just walked out completely hasn’t he?
David
He’s got **

Matthew
I thought he’d left though.

Jody
He has, but he intends to resign.

Keith
He’s not going to fight the next…what resign or?
Jody
Resign as an MP. 

Keith
Oh, I didn’t know that.  

Jody
Yeah, going to pull out of politics.

Keith
He’s always said he’d go into teaching didn’t he.

Jody
That’s right, teaching or charity work. 

Moderator 
I think it’s hard to be a back-bencher after you’ve been the PM, it’s a pretty hard step down.

Matthew
It’s interesting how may ex-leaders of the conservative party are in the Cabinet now isn’t it.

Moderator
So when the big announcement came that we don’t have a minority government we have an actual coalition with Liberal Democrats in the Cabinet, just this distribution - were people surprised by that announcement or did you see it coming?
Kevin
No, I didn’t see it coming. Sorry what was the…

Moderator
The actual full coalition- did you see it coming or did you think it was going to be a minority government…

Jody
I saw it coming.

Moderator
You thought it would be a proper coalition?

Jody
What Clegg was reportedly being offered as Deputy, we didn’t know it was Deputy PM at the time, but the number of seats we’re talking about in the Cabinet compared to the number of seats in the party, it was almost a no-brainer that he’d take that up, particularly if he could get the pledge for some sort of political voting reform because it’s a big thing the Lib-Dems have gone on about for years, is that it’s really unfair we pull these votes- like we’ve seen here tonight, all these votes but we can’t get representation.  As long as he could secure that, I think that he’d sacrifice everything else to get that.  It’s the only way that they’re ever going to get through and get in to have the power to bring along everything else that’s in their manifesto and that they believe in.
Moderator
So you thought that they would announce a proper coalition government with members…

Jody
Yeah, proportional…
Keith
Yeah, I agree, they had no choice at the end of the day because as you say- the rainbow - It would mean the Greens would have a seat in the Cabinet - these people wanted -northern Scotland, Ireland and Wales would want to be ring-fenced, yeah, so its basically England who would pay for it all.  England, who voted Conservative, anyway basically, most of the seats compared to the rest of the country had to sort of bear the brunt of all the costs because of, to let a Labour coalition go ahead.  It was never ever going to last.  I mean this is for everyone who’s a socialist or labour it’s an unpopular move for the Lib-Dems but there you are.  I think you should remember that in some reasonable objectives met by the Lib-Dems, the lower-pay tax going up to 10,000.  They’ve managed to shelve the Tories Inheritance Tax planned up to a million pounds so the rich people get richer. So there have been some progressive reforms with the Tories.  As I said before, there’s a cigarette paper between most of these parties now you know.  And I think that the Lib-Dems being in there - more people in this country voted Conservatives but the Lib-Dems being a part of this coalition government have been able to, perhaps more than what they should do, have some influence upon policy and in this way, it’s already proved it’s been a good mother of a Conservative party as ways for them to do their more outrageous ‘feed the rich tread on the poor’ type policies which traditional Labour people condemn.
Jody
Wouldn’t it be good though to see the Greens get their first seat in Parliament and get a position in government as well.

Keith
In the same election, yeah, it would have been a bit, it might have been too much.

Moderator
Kevin, you weren’t expecting a coalition.

Kevin
No, not in a million years, just didn’t see it happening.  The rational side of my brain saw it happening but possible blocked it out with the emotional side - you can’t do this, you really can’t do this- to sort of watching the whole thing with a mixture of seething, thinking- ‘I voted for this’. Right what now- I didn’t see it coming up until it was announced. I didn’t know what else would happen I thought it would probably be a minority Tory government, but I didn’t see it being a coalition at all.
David
Can I ask you, in hindsight, who might you have voted for?

Kevin
Labour.

Moderator
Ian, do you have any thoughts considering you voted for the Liberal-Dems and they’re now in full coalition? Any thoughts on that?

Ian
Well obviously the Lib-Dems are here and Conservatives are here {uses right hand to represent Liberal Democrats and left to represent Conservative to indicate space between them}so  I think it’s going against two totally different things so I don’t see why they’ve gone together. That’s my opinion. They were kind of arguing against each other all the way through and then suddenly it works now.

One minute he’s going on about ‘doing this, doing that’ when we were sitting here watching that thing them two were arguing, going on about something totally different.  I didn’t get it.  But that’s the first time I’ve paid attention to it to stuff like this.  I don’t really know half the time what’s going on, so, but that’s my opinion- ‘they’ want one thing and ‘they’ want another {again gestures with hands one to each side to represent the parties} but now they’re suddenly all right with each other.  I don’t see how that is.

Moderator
How that works?

Ian
Yeah.

Moderator
Other reactions to the coalition, Nicole or Shirley?
Nicole
I’d agree with Keithmond and yourself {indicates toward Jody}, it looked pretty inevitable really and there wasn’t really very much between them so I wasn’t really surprised.

Matthew
I was extremely surprised.  I’m not sure how it’s going to work.    I’m confused by what happens when they have a re-shuffle.  I mean, they’re going to get to a point where there’s not going to be anybody left in the Liberal side of things  (laughter, esp. from Kevin)  If every time they re-shuffle they swop, they’re all going to get a go. So I don’t know how that works.  Do they have a re-shuffle and he can just get rid of all of them, I don’t know.

Keith
I think the deal is that they have to have those Cabinet posts or a number of Cabinet posts so if they shuffle they have to pick some new.
Male part.
So everybody in the Liberal party in Parliament can get a seat in Cabinet or something.

Keith
Well, put it this way, because they’ve got so many few seats, if they do too many shuffles you might even find people coming round a second time.
Geoff
So what happens when they divorce after five years - do they go their separate ways, saying -I didn’t like what you done there, and I didn’t like what you done there-  start all over again, would they carry on - would they go to war together or….

Shirley
I can’t see it, bit like Ian I mean, it’s the age range.  And it’s like well how can you when you’re arguing one minute and then suddenly your best buddies.  Down there in the garden, and the media said to him -Your first joke was about- and it was about him…
Keith
Yeah, that was funny, wasn’t it? It put on quite a sincere expression, what an embarrassment. (laugh)

Ian
When we was first watching it Cameron was just mugging Clegg off the whole time but now they’re all right.

Keith
But that’s politics. Cause-
Ian
Yeah, but the whole time they were talking about Labour but then they were talking about ** and that’s what I don’t get.
Shirley
Yeah, I think it was always these two and then Labour was ‘over there’.  I just thought the Lib-Dems were more for the Conservatives than Labour.
Keith
I agree with Nick.

Kevin
The thing I’m looking forward, or be interested in seeing most, is when they do actually make the move towards the debate on proportional representation in whatever form it is, if it’s going to be, you know, an additional vote, which the Lib-Dems would be stood back and just crumble to accept this.  But if they’re going towards this how are you going to have a Conservative and a Liberal government standing side by side at the despatch box, the Conservatives who have been opposed to proportional representation for ever and ever and ever and the Liberals have obviously been pro for national reasons.  I just don’t see the people will buy this sort of ‘road to Damascus’ conversion in terms of a Conservatives spokesman saying -Yes, we do honestly believe in proportional representation-
Jody
Well yes, that’s the issue - that it’s going to be whipped to put the referendum into place but then the parties will fear that there will be no whip on the MPs to campaign on a vic-
Kevin
It will look patently ridiculous, as a coalition government, it will look absolutely ridiculous.  You can arrange it as you say, you can whip it in that way but when you go out in the media which is what all counts in the end you will have the two of them at different ends {gestures with hands to represent each party on the opposite side of the issue}.  I do actually look forward to it because it could turn into a real sort of disaster.
David
Europe’s another issue which will be quite a similar one.  Any thoughts about that?
Moderator
Hmm, I won’t handle Europe.  Liz have I had a chance to hear your reaction to the coalition announcement?

Liz
Yes

Moderator
Ok, I just want to make sure. I just like to make sure I get everyone in.  So, we had the negotiations, we’ve had the announcement and part of the announcement where these set of policies and I’m kind of more interested in the ones that have to do with keeping the coalition going.  The first one was having fixed term Parliaments.  So if the primary legislation gets passed then we’d know that the next election would be held on the first Thursday of May in 21015.  What are people’s thoughts on the setting of a fixed date - unless there was a no confidence vote but the no confidence vote would have a higher threshold?  So do you think that the fixed-term Parliament is generally a good thing? Or would you prefer to kind of keep it the way it is now which is, I don’t know- a confidence vote on 50% or a no-confidence vote.  So fixed term or no-confidence vote - let’s just make it simple.  Or the Prime Minister can call it whenever he sees or she.
Jody
I guess it takes away the party advantage of -Oh we’re doing quite well- the Falklands being a classic example of that when Thatcher went -We’ve just won the Falklands back, we’re riding high, we’ll go for the general election, that’ll give us a mandate for the three and a half years to five years.  If it takes that bit out of it, but as for changing from 55 to 50% + 1, well they ‘want cake and eat it’ - you don’t want to go for the PR but you want to change the voting rules so that you can’t be out on a first past the post basis.
Moderator
Yeah.  Can you do the 50% - It’s ok, it’s just so that I don’t mix things up.  So we have for the first discussion just on fixed Parliaments versus being able to call them or have them just on a no-confidence vote.  So in terms of a fixed Parliament, I wasn’t quite sure, you see…

Jody
I’m a bit undecided really, I think taking the party advantage out of it probably makes it fairer as a whole…

Moderator
So arbitrary fixed dates means at least you can’t sort of play politics

Jody
And it gives you, it also puts some effort, some pressure on the government to actually deliver in a time frame as opposed to having this - it’s not open-ended because it’s five and a half years but you know we could go at any point after three and half if we’re doing well or they’re doing badly.   And I think in terms of legislation and for government policy it would probably be a good thing.
Moderator
Anyone else have thoughts on that?
Matthew
I think in this case it might be a good thing.

Moderator
For the coalition?

Matthew
Yeah. Well, yes, I think long-term I think it’s a good idea for the main-the Falklands was a good example, but also for the coalition but who’s to know if the Conservatives feel like they’re getting strong and they think well, -we want the whole majority now- they could have called an election earlier and got the Libs out and gone the whole way themselves in this occasion.  But in the long-term I think it’s quite a good idea.

Nicole
Yeah I think it’s a good idea the fixed term as well, then you know you’ve got the five years, you’re going to do this and this.  Or ‘this’ is a five-year plan and if we do ‘this’ now in year three you’ll see ‘this’.  So from that point of view it works, then again, the whole Falkland thing - yeah it’ll be a good idea.

Moderator
Anybody else?

Shirley
Yeah, I think so I agree it’s better than we know.  They’ll know how long they’ve ’ve got to convince us to vote for them again.

Liz
Its seems quite positive to me but I suppose at the end of the day, in that particular place and time in five years’ time we could be in the middle of some major thing which could have quite a big impact.  It might not be, we don’t have a crystal ball, it’s good that they have targets to meet, we know where we are but we could be in the middle, I don’t know god forbid but we could be right in the middle of a world war, whatever, who knows.  It could be a negative.
Moderator
Is anyone opposed to the idea of a fixed five year plan.

Kevin
I’m undecided about the fix term debate.  The only thing that worries me is that you get the same thing whether it’s not fixed term, and it’s just sort of back loading legislation as you get into the last eighteen months of Parliament and then you start to roll out all these blue ribbon things of whatever it may be in terms of job creation or you know this bigger type policies that get rolled out.  But you know, that would happen whether it’s a fixed term or not - it’s just whether it would become a sort of trend to do that.  As I say I don’t actually know to be honest whether I have a favourite or not.

Moderator
Any thoughts?

Keith
Yeah, I think anything that evens the playing field a little bit, it takes away the advantage….Brown would have called an election with a year, two years to go - media love it don’t they.  The media hate fixed term - it gives them less to talk about. Is he? Isn’t he? ‘Is he wearing, he’s not wearing it - ooh his lovely hair’ all of that kind of stuff.  It’s exactly the same thing - the government’s sitting in there, it thinks it’s doing well, it whips up something to get the country into a good mood - we’re going to do this, we’re going to call and election.  It’s a similar thing - people oppose it because it’s not in their best interest, like, Tories oppose proportional representation because their going to lose votes from it so it’s obvious isn’t it - like voting yourself a pay-cut - they’re not going to do it.  Anything like that stops the gamesmanship, puts proper rules in there, and everyone doesn’t have to have a politics degree to understand the ramifications of this and that -  you could just sit there and say -ok 5 years’ time -bang- and that’s it.  And for this government I think it needs as much structure as it can get, so yeah, leave it alone for 5 years and then we’ll see.

Moderator
I guess the nice thing about the British constitution is that it’s not fixed and if you don’t want 5-year fixed terms the next Parliament can change it without too much involved.  In terms of making it more difficult to dissolve the government under no-confidence do people have any, again it’s sort of like a stability issue isn’t it, to protect the coalition.  But if you’ve lost a majority of votes in the House of Commons you just shouldn’t be able to continue?  You might not have strong opinions on this, so these are just kind…

Liz
I’m trying to understand how it works, could you explain it a bit more please?

Moderator
Yeah.  50% +1 basically.  So I think it was, I was reading in the paper today because I have to try and keep up with all these intricacies myself but I think the last time, it was the 1970s when there was a hung Parliament and the vote was literally one vote more than 50% that there wasn’t confidence and so the Parliament was dissolved and an election was called.  And what the proposal would do is instead of saying 50% of the House plus one more person would be enough to get a no-confidence vote to dissolve the Parliament and go to election, the threshold would be raised, you would need 55% of the House to say -We no longer have confidence in this government. So it would be separate, legislation passes with a majority vote, this would be sort of called a super majority.  So basically I think what it would mean is that the Liberal Democrats would- couldn’t just have half of the party break off and move over and dissolve the government.  You’d have to have almost all the whole party to move over and dissolve the coalition.  So it would just make it much harder for the government to be dissolved.
Keith
Equally, that must apply to really far right Conservatives, traditional people who perhaps want to upset the coalition as well and I suppose that number is a safeguard, a way to keep the centre thundering along its course.

Moderator
Yeah, if you had really angry Conservatives, they decided to join with Labour and dissolve the government because they didn’t like the coalition, that could also be - yeah.
Kevin
I think it should stay as it is at 50%.
Moderator
Yeah, if you can’t get 50% of the vote with your house behind you…

Kevin
-then that should apply, that’s not just because I was unhappy with the outcome of the election that should apply across the board.

Jody
It’s odd really that to be elected you don’t have to have 50% of your constituency vote for you and in fact there are very few constituencies, if you look at the figures, that did choose that but the sitting government needs over 55% of the House to vote against it.  There a similar bit of standards there a little bit and I don’t think in the old British sense of fair play it works.  The other problem, if you’ve got 50% +1 of the House against you you’re never going to pass any legislation anyway so at that point - unless you’re going to say -ok we’re going to make if 55% and then we’re going to say with 55% you only need 45% to pass legislation.  Now, if you count votes that happens a lot but not when the full House is sitting.
Keith
But can’t a sitting government still enact policy, it doesn’t necessarily have to be legislation does it.  
Jody
No, policies too. I mean a person sitting there could go for another three years putting through the policies that he says -This is what we had in our manifesto, this is what we got our mandate for, this is what we’re going to put through.  So you don’t necessarily have to put through the legislations it’s the politics I think that is more crucial. But I take your point.
Kevin
I think practically, if that happens, you wouldn’t be stumbling on for three years, you wouldn’t be stumbling on for three months - you’d be dead in the water.

Keith
I don’t particularly have a strong view one way or the other.  If you got to 50%+1 wouldn’t it be a matter of time then until, if the government was going that badly wouldn’t it just be a matter of time until it did became 55% or would that time allow the government perhaps to put things back on an even furl- and it comes back in again, would you necessarily need an interruption - where is the time where you say that’s enough, do governments fade in and fade out.

Jody
I don’t know and we’d have to look back at the precedents, we’d need to go back to the ‘70s then, it’s a bit before my time, so I don’t know but we’d have to look back to see that.  But this historically no-confidence may lead to the leader of the party in charge getting changed and then a subsequent no-policy vote comes through and the government fall.  I don’t know, it’s just an idea.
Keith
I think for me, it’s important that everyone has a say but we can’t have a referendum every time on every single thing so we all have a say on something as I understand it.  We put them in there, we get them for 5 years. I mean, it’s better than how it used to be in early modern times; they had their ruler for 15-25 years as long as they lived.  We get them for 5 years, all right? After that 5 years we’ve got a pretty good idea of whether we want them in or not.  Ok, if we don’t want them in let’s let some other guys have a go at it.  But let’s let them have a fair crack of the whip.  I think fixed term Parliament, they keep the government at the time going through, I’m more for that - 5 years seems a long time but when you’re getting older 5 years doesn’t seem that long.  It’s like, ok, give them a chance. It’s already done.
Kevin
Was the 55% threshold, was it part of the manifesto?

Moderator
No, it was part of the deal that’s come out.

Kevin
But it wasn’t mentioned when…
Moderator
Neither was the fixed term as far as I’m aware, it was all a product of the negotiations.

Keith
So that’s basically on trial then for the next general election, it will be a real..
Moderator
Well they’ll have to debate it as primary legislation so they’ll have to put it through the House and have ** basically you know, the country’s going to have to - maybe you’ll have strong opinions and contact your MP and say ‘yes’ to this and ‘no’ to that.  So this is all the ** but it was something, when they brought out the package saying: this is the coalition government these are the things we’re going to agree to:  raising the taxes and caps on immigration and the structures of the coalitions.  Again, there is more of a nebulous.  Does anybody else want to say anything about the dissolution, the no-confidence votes?  Ok.  And you mentioned the word ‘referendum’ which was great because the last thing I wanted to ask you about is: Do you guys feel that you want a referendum on the alternative vote or do you feel that we don’t need a referendum on the alternative vote which was another product of the coalition.
Jody
I think if we are going to change the way that Parliament is formed then we should have an individual say in that rather than writing to your MP and getting him to vote, because we’ve got this odd system where you vote for an individual but who is a member of the party, which the party then goes on to form the government who is whipped, not necessarily in your interest.  So, you could be voting for somebody because you liked them, who then never represent your interests in Parliament. {Keith nods} So I think if we’re going to get to a point where we’re going to change ‘how’, then it should be a referendum.
Moderator
Can I, because I just heard some mutterings of approval - so can I just finish by a show of hands if you people have the same feelings that Jody’s just expressed….{Ian, Shirley, Nicole, Matthew, David, Geoff and Keith raise their hands} Wow.  Ok, I’m glad I asked for that.  Anyone want to follow up.
Kevin
Yeah, can I just ask, if they a referendum would it be the percentage that you need to get  passed, would it need to be of eligible votes or need to be votes cast, because that makes a big difference.

Moderator
Yeah, I’m also not sure if it’s binding or not- that’s to be - it might just be advisory.

Kevin
Because if it’s eligible voters it’s never going to go anywhere – cause what- look at the turnout you get for the general election..

Jody
It was higher this time.


Keith
It was higher this time, 65-70% area wasn’t it.

Kevin
But how much will you need for a referendum.

Jody
Oh, absolutely. Or a European election, something like that.

Kevin
You’d have to get a phenomenal turnout to achieve 50%.

Keith
Or maybe if you termed it like a ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  But yeah, the thing about proportional representation, and I might bang on about this is - I didn’t really understand it, how, because at the moment we elect someone as in like you know- you’ve got a wasted vote if you vote Liberal or Labour if you live locally outside Colchester because its such a safe Tory seat.  So he represents you for his term in Parliament and you’ve got something that you want to talk to him about and once again it’s his view because you didn’t vote for him and I can see a problem there.  So how does a proportional representation system change that and someone said to me that one way of doing it is that you regionalise areas.  So from this area, you’d have ten MPs elected and then out of a percentage of votes you might get say 4 Conservatives, 3 Labour and 3 Lib-Dems and you can then, in your area, if you want to speak to someone who perhaps you didn’t vote for but you like that policy, or if you want to moan about that policy, you can speak to them or you can speak to the one who perhaps you didn’t vote for but you like that policy or you wanna moan about that policy you can speak to them or speak to the one you want to speak to and they can champion your cause.  I feel that I’m reasonably aware of what goes on and I hadn’t even heard about that so I think to get a referendum out on proportional representation can only be a benefit for people because there will obviously be campaigning for an against it and I feel the more people are educated the more they can come to an informed decision as to what they think is a fair and just system.
Jody
But PR itself is very complicated isn’t it, I mean the way you just explained it. Isn’t it?
Keith
Well it seems complicated yeah, if you sort of like say to people, because they’re not engaged in the political system, if you sort of like say instead of having like, these 10 constituencies, instead of having one each you’re all going to get two from each you’re going to do ten MPs from that area - to me that seems reasonably simple and fair, but you know.  As I said it would be up to them to convince the electorate.
Jody
But it’s not about PR its going to be about AV, which is PR like really.

Moderator
The alternative vote is if you don’t get 50% in your constituency what you do is you vote in for people you might not know - I don’t want to assume- but you rank the preferences so you put the party options in 1,2,3,4,5.  If one person does not get more than 50% of the vote in that constituency then the person who got the least number of votes, their votes are re-distributed to all the other candidates and if that doesn’t work then the person with the third lowest gets re-distributed.  So, you get it until somebody finally gets to 50%.  You can engage in a preference vote and then a tactical vote or a tactical vote and then a preference vote, so..
Jody
What that maintains then is a local MP as opposed to area MPs, and you think ten constituencies?
Keith
Yeah, I did think I did hear the difference between them, and the answer I gleaned from that is, you’re never going to get Labour or Conservative to agree to go - this lot of proportional representation now, it’s going to have to be in incremental stages, it’s going to have to be long-term, 15-20-25 years down the line, before you- if that’s the way we’re going for that to be implemented.  So AV, I think it’s just the start.
Kevin
I think a lot of MPs will have a vested interest in there not being PR, definitely a lot tied up in it, especially the ones in the really tight constituencies who are sort of on tenterhooks now thinking please don’t let this be brought in because this is ** .

Moderator
So Keith, can I, just to re-phrase, what you were saying- you’d like to see a referendum because you think it would be a good way to have a discussion. 
Keith
Yeah, I think so yeah.

Moderator
Anyone else having thoughts of having a referendum on the voting system?  I mean obviously it’s not going to be PR option based on what they’ve discussed, it’s going to be the Alternative Vote.  I haven’t seen any clarity on if its going to be binding or not or who is going to get to vote or what the wording of the question is, so there is a lot still to be potentially worked out. But in terms of having a referendum, some people in the last group thought - well if we elect people they’re the ones who should be taking these decisions - if we had a referendum on everything we wouldn’t need Parliament - other people thought no, it’s good to have an input on something as fundamental as the structure of things.
Nicole
Everyone moans don’t they?  Nobody’s happy you know, with who’s got in so have your say and see if we can change.

Shirley
I think that though if they started that means we might have to vote again.  I’m absolutely confused already sitting here so if somebody told me I’d got to vote again I wouldn’t bother - unless you explained it to me in English, you said what it is, I’d sit there thinking -Yeah I’ve got the gist of that I think but I wouldn’t bother to go and vote because I don’t know what the hell it’s about.

Liz
I think Shirley’s right, sitting here, you know, it’s making it understandable but to the general public I think it’s going to be quite a hard task.  
Shirley
And Ian’s nodding too!

Liz
I mean I’m not an un-intelligent person but it is quite complicated. The reality of the mass general public really understanding what they’re doing - I’m not sure whether many people would actually bother to vote - Shirley might be right.
Jody
Which is what comes back to Kevin’s point about how it’s structured is absolutely key.

David
So is it something for the media to actually pick up on and educate the average-
Jody
Media and educate?  (laugh)

David
Well, OK. So how do you get the information out?

Jody
Well, its up to the parties isn’t it or the Electoral Reform Commission.

Kevin
Yeah, it has to be the Electoral Reform Commission.

David
Well, I’m curious because I wasn’t sure about the Alternative and Proportional Representation so you’ve actually clarified lots of things for me.  Had I not been here I would have still been oblivious to that information, so how would I have discovered what those things are - and you would expect maybe through having it, you say, televised, someone delivering something and the BBC presenting something about what proportional representation is, what the alternative vote is.  I mean that’s what I’m talking about by ‘the media’ I don’t mean, sort of mean, the Sun….
Jody
Ok, I think it will be the electoral Reform Commission’s job to put public broadcasts out and to write to everybody and make that information all very available through all medias, radio, internet and TV and by leafleting people’s houses.  It’s pointless having a referendum if we don’t get to a point where people actually know what they’re being asked.
David
Exactly.  Because what you said, you said that you probably wouldn’t bother voting and     I don’t know whether or not I could actually sit down and read that literature.
Jody
You’re exactly right and I think, particularly AV as Kristi has..-  is relatively easy to understand - you know - bottom one he’s out and his votes - number two’s go across but you start talking about PR, that’s incredibly complicated. 

Liz
And actually in reality, I don’t know the figures, I don’t know if anyone sitting here does- out of people that are eligible to vote what percentage of people actually vote, say in the last election?

Moderator
About 65-67%

Liz
Oh, that’s reasonably high but there’s still an awful lot of people that didn’t.

Jody
That’s the point exactly I mean, if you introduce a change in the constitution of how you are represented in Parliament do you want the benchmark to be 50% of the eligible people to vote to say ‘yes’ we’re going to change it or do you want it to be 50% of the people who vote.  Because you know, you’ve got 65% or 32½% saying ‘yes’ but that’s only 1 in 3.  So 1 in 3 is changing the country - is that democracy? - could write a thesis on that I suppose.
Keith
The thing that I’m worried about though, if got like some sort of, if you believe in the UK or Great Britain and you believe we are one government, you’ve got a sea of red in the north and in Scotland, you’ve got a mass of blue down south and over the west country, and yellow like in Anglia here and that’s the country, that’s the political they’re your MPs ok.  So if you are Conservative and vote in Scotland well you’re probably lonely (laugh) but if you are, you’ve got very little representation, equally if you’re Labour in England you’ve got very little representation. The idea of proportional representation, regardless of what the machinations of it and how you get it working are maybe complicated but the idea of you having a voice in that sort of set up to me, is attractive.  And I would vote for something, perhaps without reading all the literature on it because I think it’s a fairer idea.  I won’t need to sit there and look at it.  And it will be peoples whose interest it is in, predominately the Lib-Dems to campaign and make sure people understand what the benefits of a fairer system are and it’s a very tall job because you’re basically saying that the way the majority is at the moment people who’ve got the power at the moment or enjoyed the power for a long time are not going to have it and they’re not going to vote it away so you need a referendum, you know because the MPs that sit in Parliament are not going to say ‘Yes, I’m going to vote my seat off- you know, I’m going to vote my job away’.  They’re not going to do that, so you need this to be presented to the people in this particular instance I think. Although it’s not PR it’s a step on the way down to PR.
Kevin
I think the only thing that you said then, I actually agree with PR, but you said and ‘fairer’ and that’s just it - fairer to whom.

Jody
Well that’s objective assessment wasn’t it?
Kevin
I agree, PR is fairer but then you will get, when it’s all presented the parties present their particular argument I don’t imagine there will be  huge sways of the conservative party are not going to say ‘PR is the fairer system’.  I believe it is but I don’t necessarily think it will actually happen.  
Moderator
Maybe we’ll get reform in the House of Lords and we’ll get elected Lords and it will be based on the PR system and they will have some sort of ….

Geoff
I’m going to move to Scotland.

Moderator
So I think we’ve touched on the major topics I wanted to talk about tonight and we’re going to get done early, just to let you know.  But one of the things I just want to kind of wrap up on is: We’ve looked back, we’ve kind of looked at what’s happened very recently and I now want to look forward.  So in terms of looking forward - and obviously this might be highly influenced in terms of how you voted, whom you voted for or how you feel about things turned out - but with the economic situation we’re facing various challenges that the coalition government is going to be having to address, do you feel, looking forward at the next six months, one year: optimistic, cautiously optimistic, ‘meh’, cautiously pessimistic or deeply pessimistic.  You know, put it in your own words but looking forward where do you think we’re going to be in the near future.
Kevin
Further in the mire I think

Moderator
So you’re pessimistic about how things will go.
Shirley
I think we might have to go a little bit worse to get better because ‘this lot’ they really don’t know what they’ve been left with really behind the scenes I don’t think - so sort that lot out.  I think it’s going to be a good year before we start to see some improvement.

David
Do they know what they’re doing?

Shirley
I still think they’ve now got to pick up from somebody else, it is going to be a job and they’ll just about sort it out and it’ll be time to give up again in five years’ time.

Moderator
Ian?

Ian
I’m not sure to be honest.
Moderator
{nods}
Liz
I’m uncertain to be honest.  It’s going to be a tough time, whoever’s running the country. It’s going to be a really tough time.  I’m a little bit pessimistic really.

Shirley
Can I just add one little bit on mine.  It’s already affected me because I was going to go back to a job I was with before, working with the long-term unemployed.  They wanted me back there to work but they suddenly stopped it and they froze all the jobs now, because that was Labour bought that in so they’ve completely frozen ** so that lot **
Jody
Slightly ironic isn’t it.

Moderator
Jody sorry? You seemed to be in agreement- 

Jody
I want to be optimistic because I think this is possibly a whole new era in British politics and coalition government and if we are going for PR then we’ve got to get used to coalition government because that’s what’s going to return time after time after time.  But I think a lot of it will come down to the personalities of the two leaders and if they can keep their own parties in line and if they can’t do that then we will probably having an election again within eighteen months.
Moderator
Geoff?
Geoff
It’s going to be interesting.  It will be interesting to see where we are in two years. See if we’re still in recession, it’s not just us in recession it’s a world recession still.  But it’s going to be interesting to see what Labours policies will be again now Brown’s gone, probably Miliband brothers will be getting in there, and see how they’ll reform now and then go from there.  They’ll come back stronger, five years’ time they’ll be back in and we’ll be sitting here debating again.  It’s all full circle.

Moderator
Anyone else?  Optimism, pessimism…

Nicole
Cautiously optimistic, I think I agree with Shirley, it’s going to get worse before it gets better but I think you need to look to the future and you can’t think back on previous Conservative governments because it’s a different set of circumstances, different people so you’ve just got to give them a chance really, see what happens.

Keith
Yes, I’d like to be cautiously optimistic.  I think we’ve got a lot of cuts to go through, depends where they bite, you know some people are going to be upset I think - there’s going to be genuine hardship.  I don’t think there’s any other way around it so but I think we’ve got a strong government now, hopefully, and as I said, it’s a new era in politics and I’ll be watching it with keen interest.

David
I think there are lots of debts that need to be cleared first and I think that where this- we were talking about the peaks and troughs earlier, I think it’s going to be quite a trough to start with and then it might level out rather than peaking but there’s a lot of, there’s a lot of repayment to be done.  And those bites, those cuts will be very severe but I don’t know where.
Moderator
Who knows where or when. Anyone else on that?  Will you be paying more in taxes this time next year?

Jody
Most definitely.

Shirley
Don’t worry about, you got to pay it.

Geoff
In fact it’s going up in a few weeks. Five weeks’ time isn’t it, the emergency budget, so it’s got to go up.  Whoever’s leading this country - we’ve all got to pay anyway.
David
Who is the Chancellor at the moment?
Moderator
George Osborne.   

Kevin
Inflation drives things round.
Male part.
Highest level for fourteen months or something.

Female part. Does that have to do with the pound weakening?

Kevin
** issuing thousand pound notes ** taking away in a wheelbarrow **

Geoff
But why did the pound get quite strong last week and then suddenly it’s just dropped back down to below what it was?

Kevin
Somebody thought there was a bit of stability when it was actually a government announce ** things will be alright now.
Geoff
Is that when they were touching each other in the garden (laughter)

Liz
I suppose it has something to do with the trouble with the euro as well, the strength of the euro.

Jody
Yeah the euro dropped a bit and then increased.  There’s been a lot of bad news, I think things like they’ve started to say a lot of things got signed off and signed through which we can’t afford and now got to pull back. If you could look at what’s been said about the strength of the pound plus inflation -
Male part.
- within the EU

David
Can I just say something.  What are your thoughts about interest rates?

Jody
Well, they’re going to go up.  They’re going to have to.

Keith
As you’re an ex-Airforce man you said like they’d signed off on things.  Now they’ve ordered these new battleships or the aircraft carriers and they can’t afford the aircraft to put on them?  Is that just an urban myth that I’ve heard?
Jody
I think that contracts have been signed for the aircraft carriers, I don’t know, it’s three years since I left.  As I understand it the contracts have been signed for carriers and they’re so tied down that it would cost more to get out of buying them.  The aircraft that was supposed to go on them is the Jura Strike Fighter, which is an American aircraft which has been plagued with problems and the deal was never signed.  So whether it will ever get on it, I don’t know - something will go on it.  

Keith
Like 30-year old Harriers.

Jody
They’re finished, they’re done.

Keith
There’s a Eurofighter .

Jody
The Eurofighter can’t go on, is too long.  The Eurofighter is one of the things that Clegg wanted to get rid of but again we’re so committed to that whether we would be able to afford to cut, it’s been cut once.

Keith
The thing is I do worry about where they’re going to cut, they keep on saying -
Jody
Look at the Mauritania,
Keith
- they’re going to cut here and they’re going to cut there. Equally it seems that out of ten people who are working, six people are working for the state,  you can’t have four people generating work for six people all getting paid the money that they’re doing.  At the end of the day there is a limit to how much and this is the balance I think, sometimes you have a Conservative government and sometimes you have a Labour government, it has been in the past you get 13 years of Labour and everyone’s got a job doing this and that and Sure Start’s doing this and you’ve got money coming in and all of a sudden you come up with a pretty global banking crisis.  It’s like if you’ve got money -I did expect to pay out on a car this month -I expected to do ‘this’- but because you’re outlaying so much all of a sudden you’re up the creek without a paddle.
Shirley
I was just going to say, we’ll be all right on July 11th. The country will be fine.
Geoff
You mean we’ll win the World Cup. (laugh)

Moderator
You heard it here first.
Geoff
The ‘feel good factor’.

Moderator
Thank you all for your time, I really appreciate it.  Don’t forget your envelopes; all I can do is thank you again.  Again, I’ll let you know if you’ve marked it down; the thing I think will be coming up first is that Edzia and I are going to work on something for a conference coming up in September and then hopefully we aim to turn this into a book but that will be a year and a half down the road.  Again, thank you for your contribution. 
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