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Transcript
Moderator: I know you’ll probably be self-conscious of it for the first five minutes but really by like half-hour into it, you won’t remember that it’s, that they’re even here. ** Well, I think just, we’re going to have, are we all set to get started, alright? Good to go? Great! Well, thank you guys for coming tonight and I don’t know if + participant +, I haven’t been able to check my emails so she might have had to cancel but if she comes in late, I’ll just get her caught up. Thank you very much for coming. My name is Kristi. This is Edzia and Laurence and they’re helping me. As you can see it’s a very technical thing we’re running {laughs} with streaming live video and doing all the recording. 

So, I know I’ve sent you a lot of information, but just again really quickly, this is research funded by the British Academy. This is the first time that I’m aware of that anyone has tried to just go around from like an academic point of view and just talk to people. So we’re not a party or a market-research firm. There’s a lot of survey data out there but not necessarily a lot of just people talking in their own words and this is what this project’s about. So the thing that you guys have in common is that most of the people who’re taking part have yet to decide how they’re going to vote in the upcoming election. And you may have made up your mind {laughs} since applying or you might have been one of the few people who kind of had an idea of how you’re going to vote. But the idea is to just have a bit of discussion about what’s going on in terms of the campaign and the election, your perceptions, your opinions, the things that you care about, the things that you’re paying attention to. Then we’ll at 8 o’clock we’ll actually watch the debate and afterwards I’m going to ask you for your reactions, you know what did you think? Were you impressed, were you surprised? Were you informed and has well, if you think it have an effect on how you think about your choices going forward. 

So before we do that, the last thing I just want to go over very quickly to make sure that everyone I’ve ticked all my sort of you can say ethical responsibilities, just so, if anyone has any questions you can stop me at any time but to, just want to confirm you’ve had a chance to read about the project, that you know you have the opportunity to ask questions at any time either tonight or contact me afterwards, that you are being video recorded as well as having an audio recording of this. But again the, any personally identifying information, I will remove and when the stuff is deposited at UK Data Archive, any future researchers or historians who want to come and see what people were saying back in the beginning of the 21st century will also have to comply with the same confidentiality requirements that you and I have agreed tonight. So again nothing will be posted on YouTube, nothing will be put on Newsnight {laughter}, and only people who register with the UK Data Archive and agree to their restrictions will be able to use the data. Again I am asking you to assign me copyright to your words, the things that you speak tonight so that I can use them in my data analysis and you should let me know if you want to be notified if any publications that come out as a result of this. I just today talked to the British Academy about getting some publicity about this research so there’s a possibility that this might be covered in the media at some point in the next few weeks. When you give me your personal details, I don’t give them or sell them to anyone and I asked you to fill out that one sheet of paper that gives you a unique identifier? The only place where those information is being kept together is on that sheet of paper and that’s going to reside with me so you’ll be given an anonymous id number where some of your responses and things tonight and that sort of all of this is agreed, protected by a code of conduct and that you understand your rights and sort of my obligations to you. So any questions or what are your questions about this consent form?
Okay, alright. So now we have to do that kind of awkward icebreaker thing. We’re going to be spending the next three hours together {laughs} so we have to kind of get to know each other a little. Just to kind of do the ice breaker thing, we’ve got name tags so that people can learn each other’s names a little easier. But if you could just tell me, just say your name, a little bit about you and maybe when you first became aware of politics. So I’ll start while you guys all sort of race back and think in your mind {laughs}. So my name is Kristi. I’m an American expat, did my research, did my PhD here at Essex and I am now a British Academy postdoctoral fellow based at Birkbeck and I live in Wivenhoe and I don’t want to leave. I’ve been ‘Wivenhoed’ as they say {laughter}. And I guess I first became aware of politics quite young. I have a distinct memory of the Carter-Reagan debate mostly because I really didn’t like Ronald Reagan even as a very young girl and I shook my butt at the television when he was on and my mom sent me to bed for being so disrespectful and so that’s my first ** {laughter} of politics. But I guess I first became more aware of it was - I’m a little bit embarrassed to say this ‘cause I’m definitely dating myself - was through Live Aid and the whole sort of political issues raised around hunger and Amnesty International and things like that. So that’s sort of, that’s my background. So let’s go, Gareth.

Gareth: Okay, Hi, I’m Gareth. I was a + profession +. I’m now studying to be a + different profession + at + higher education institution +. I have a 8-year old son called + name removed +, he’s fantastic. Recently moved to + area of a town in Essex county +. I’ve been in the + town in Essex county + area, for well, since ’85 I mean. First became aware of politics, I guess when I was at school and sort of John Major came in and he kind of sort of hit the headlines and sort of learning about it through, it was religious education but changed its name. I’m not sure what it was called at the time, but just sort of debates we had and sort of like getting us aware of politics as young students. 
Moderator: Great, thank you. John.

John: I’m John, obviously. I’m ** at the moment. I attended university at + city +, so did History, so I quite like the idea that I might be in some future archive {laughter}, that appeals. I first became aware of politics, sort of child of the 70’s and young socialist of the 80’s really, so it was the Thatcher era that really, when the ’79 election, yeah, the ’79 election which is where I formed my strong views. Since growing conservative, more conservative as you get older but there you go. And that’s about it really.

Moderator: That’s fantastic, thank you. Deborah?

Deborah: I’m Deborah. I’m a + profession + but I qualified in the US and so I don’t practice in the UK. I work at + non-profit group + which is in the + location + by + area landmark +. So I suppose I became interested in politics first of all when I was at secondary school. It was around the time of, then there was a real, it was basically ’97 and so there was this idea that things might change. Then I became even more interested when I went to + identifier removed + school because I got to the US in + year + and I left in + year + so it was yes, quite a few people did draw a connection between me arriving and {laughter} sort of politics that happened there and then me leaving and what happened after that so I can never come back. Sort of a rebirth of interest in politics and then it’s actually + identifier removed + really because I’m interested in children’s rights and human rights and so I try to stay informed.
Moderator: Great, fantastic, thank you. Kevin.

Kevin: Yeah, I’m Kevin. Sort of my first interest in politics is the early to mid-80’s, the miners’ strike. I’m an + county  + native so where I lived in + city +, it was a big mining area at the time, a lot of the mines were, well, all the mines were closed eventually and I’ve been at school with people obviously whose parents were miners, did various things in the mines, electricians, carpenters, what have you. Seeing them, I can remember, still remember, very, very clearly having Christmas presents, but having no money and it was the NUM bringing Christmas presents around people’s houses and asking my parents why is there somebody, it was a huge van that drove all around dropping Christmas presents off and me saying, “why doesn’t somebody bringing them?” My dad said “right this is why **”. So you understand a little bit and then you sort of hear what you hear in the house, don’t you and then you grow up and you hate Thatcher and you go on from there {laughter}.
Moderator: Great, thank you very much, Kevin. Great, that was really, really interesting. I always find that I’ve asked that question in previous election and it is always very interesting how people come to be aware of politics, so thank you for that. The first thing we’re going to do tonight while I’ve sort of got you fresh before we talk about this too much is I want to do a bit of an exercise where we look at photos of these handsome men but before we start, before we start forming opinions, I want to get some practice on what I’m looking for. And really, what we’re trying to, what I would like to get is your off-the-top-of-the-head kind of reactions where you don’t think about it too much. So if you look behind you, you know, what kinds of you know words or phrases or associations come to mind when you see a picture of Joanna Lumley? Anyone kind of just shout things out.

{Image of Joanna Lumley on screen}

Deborah: Gurkhas.
Gareth: Gurkhas, yeah.
Moderator: Yeah.
Kevin: The whole national treasure thing. {Laughter}

John: Posh. {Laughter} 

Moderator: Fabulous. Okay, so the next one, what about this, Stephen Fry, what things come to mind?
{Image of Stephen Fry on screen}

Gareth: Quintessentially British.
Moderator: Okay.
John: ** funny. {Laughter}

Moderator: Anyone else?

Kevin: Intelligent guy.

Deborah: That’s what I was thinking although posh, because we’ve just said it.

{Chorus of ‘yeah’}
Moderator: Fabulous, okay, one more.

{Image of Ashley Cole on screen}

Deborah: Hate. {laughter}

John: **

Deborah: Oh yeah

Gareth: I’ve no idea who that is, I don’t like football.
Moderator: That’s Cole actually.
Gareth: Oh is it, oh no.

Moderator: So, you guys are very good at this. So what we’re going to do is we’re going to pass around these pictures. First just write what comes into your head. If it’s anything, just associations, write it down. When you’re done then take a few minutes or a few moments and look at the words that you’ve written and if there are ones that really make, that really stand out as the important ones, not just sort of free association which is great, but the ones that you really think make a difference, if it has a positive effect on your opinion, put a little up arrow next to it; if it’s a real negative, put a down arrow and if it just is something that stands out but you’re not quite sure if it’s a positive or a negative, but it really is the one that sticks with you, just kind of star it in some sort of way. So we’ve got two clipboards and two sort of stiff magazines. We’ll pass these around. 

{People talking in whispers}

Kevin: Sorry, is this, it’s really a silly question, is this based on the pictures or the people?

Moderator: Well, more of the people, yeah. The pictures are to draw out your opinion. I should say to be fair I got them all from their parties’ websites so this is how the parties kind of what to present them. But it can be any **.
Deborah: **.

Moderator: The men, yeah, not necessarily, not the photos.

{Silence for about 4 minutes}

Moderator: So if you can just take another minute **.

{Silence for about 1 minute}

Moderator: Okay. Was anyone surprised by what they wrote? Or has something that kind of been put down and you don’t have to say anything if you think it’s a bit embarrassing because it would be anonymous but if you said something that was, you know, was not what you sort of like necessarily what you would think about the person or?

Gareth: I’m with David Cameron I thought about the family tragedy they had, what was it last year when his son died, yeah?
Moderator: When his son died, yeah

Gareth: And I don’t know, it’s sort of the first thing that sprang to my mind and it’s not really relevant to sort of his politics or what he stands for. Its more of an emotive kind of thing that sort of might help him in the polls if he is seemed to be this sort of human really, this sort of sensitive family man and this has happened to him. But it doesn’t seem, looking back on it, it was my first initial thing I thought to write down and I thought well that’s not really relevant.

Moderator: Okay, but it’s interesting the way that you sort of put it in that context.

Gareth: Yeah, a human context.

Moderator: Yeah, that’s very interesting. Anyone else?

John: I was more positive towards the Liberal-Democrat, Clegg than I thought really, than I would if I actually had analysed it.
Moderator: Yeah, sure so your, sort of off-the-cuff reactions were sort of more positive.

John: I was just reacting to the, yeah to the images, I think.

Moderator: Did you, was some of the positive things you said or you wrote, is there an example of that?
John: Yeah, the ** were sort of “trust” and “honest”. It’s a positive images I get of that.
Moderator; and then if you were to reflect, how, what do you think might be different?

John: Well, to be honest, it would probably be the same, but I just don’t think, well, bother with it, if you see what I mean as a party. But I feel quite positive towards him if that makes sense.

Moderator: Yeah I think so, it does make sense.  ** Kevin?
Kevin: I’m not surprised looking back now. I mean now, I’m not actually surprised I got two positive things to say about any of them and that’s and now I thought there’d be, its one of those things where you’re quite certain what your views are. But then you stop to look and think why are they that way and then I’m not entirely certain. I’m not saying they’ll change but I did think “oh Brown looks tired”. {Laughter} 
Moderator: So did you have more positive assessments than you thought you would or only a few positive assessments?

Kevin: Only a few. I thought there’d be far more positive assessments in terms of Brown. The others, the other two are no real surprise, but I mean very hard to find something really sort of positive to actually on the basis of this to actually say about Brown which has surprised me slightly. 

Moderator: Interesting thank you. Deborah, I saw you kind of nodding.

Deborah: Well I think that the thing for me is that I’m not surprised with how I’ve come out in terms of the positivity and negativity towards the candidates but the strength of my reaction, the speed of my reaction towards both Brown and Cameron when I ** is quite, did quite surprise me. I mean it’s very, very strong reaction and I think particularly to the pictures because I think the idea of image for me is really what sums up what I dislike so much about them and it was different. Like for Brown, I just looked at his smile and I was like, there’s this whole thing was inspired of my head of “you’ve been told to smile, you don’t smile” and Cameron is like “look at you”, you know this kind of- {Laughter}
Gareth: He looks very smug, doesn’t he?
Deborah: Absolutely, exactly

John: As for Cameron, the first thing I did say was “smug”.
Gareth and Deborah: Yeah.
John: And then I was stuck for the rest of the {laughter} ** but I was stuck after that and I had to sort of leave him for a while.

Deborah: So I was quite surprised because I think Clegg’s photo looks less manicured or like manufactured in some ways so I felt it less of, so I didn’t have quite a strong a reaction.

Kevin: Sorry, Clegg’s picture does look like, it looks like it’s a Lib-Dem picture
{John and Kevin speaking together}

John: It looks less manufactured because I think that **

Gareth: It’s engineered to look honest

John: Exactly. 

{Laughter}

Kevin: Whereas Cameron’s got the sun rising behind him and-
Gareth: The sun’s shining behind him. {laughs}

Moderator; Can we just kind of go a little bit in order. It seems like people here, you guys are, seems like people are on the same page. So associations with Gordon Brown, what did people have to say?

Kevin: “Jaded”.
Moderator: Okay.
Deborah: I said “failure”.
Moderator: Okay, and now are you jaded or you think, oh sorry, but I want to come back to you, is that your feeling, or your reaction to him?

Kevin: I think that, I think that’s the perception of Gordon Brown ** that he’s jaded and I think that’s the main  ** to portray him as that and I also think that he is as well so I would go along with that.

Moderator: Similar thing, is that your assessment of him or you think that’s kind of the assessment?

Deborah: I think, I think it’s my assessment but I also think it’s quite and people joke about how terrible he’s been and it’s almost like this, it’s like what else can possibly go wrong, you know? So I think it’s a perception I’ve, it’s been given to me somehow.
Gareth: I put that “he’s not charismatic as Blair”. I’m fairly apolitical but when I saw Blair speak, I thought actually you know, he’s quite good at you know with people, with the way of saying things, the way he reacts to things, you know things that didn’t appear scripted. You know I thought he was quite a good speaker, he engages well with people and I think when you see Gordon Brown speak, its not, its not as charismatic by a long shot.

Moderator: Yeah.
John: See strangely I sort of felt, I think I must have felt sorry for him ‘cause I put “lonely”. {laughter} ‘Wants to be liked’. {Laughter}
Deborah: It’s a bit school-photo.
Gareth: Yeah. 

Moderator: Good, so moving on to Cameron. People’s - Deborah? 

Deborah: {laughs} I put lot of things but one thing I was interested that came to my mind was the Bullington Club that really bothers me and when I look at him I see these, that part of British and specifically English society, I suppose that I don’t really.
John: It’s this “not one of us but trying to be” **.
Kevin: My, the same, “smug”, “duplicitous”, “bland”, “untrustworthy”.
Moderator: Gareth, any thoughts?

Gareth: Yeah, I put “change” which is more a reflection of his party rather than him as a person which to be honest you know could be a positive thing but I don’t know for him as a person, I wouldn’t trust him {laughter}.

John: **.
Gareth: No, definitely no.
Moderator: Any other thoughts on Cameron? And then moving on to Mr. Clegg. 

Gareth: I put “good speaker” but when I came to rate it as positive or negative, I used it as neutral because if he’s going to back that up with, you know if he’s saying all these things that he’s going to do and he promises to do, if he can back that up with you know actually carrying them through, if he did ever get any power then, you know that’s great but if its just to persuade, you know to get your vote then being a good speaker is not a positive thing, its misleading people. 

Moderator: So did you mark it neutral in the end?

Gareth: I did mark it neutral, yeah. And I thought of all their speeches that I’ve seen so far, I thought his you know was the best, definitely, but you know if he can’t back it up then it’s not good. Jury’s out on that one {laughter}.

Moderator: Yeah, anyone else? Kevin?

Kevin: I think this probably wont seem relevant after tonight or possibly within a few weeks but I’ve just got “honeymoon to end” ‘cause they’re both going to go after him tonight, and the press were starting to well from sort of quarter past ten last Thursday were starting to {laughter} so that will go on for the next however long so, whereas if he had flown slightly under the radar before, now every little thing will be picked up on **. It’ll be just very interesting to see, I’m very interested to see just how he’ll come across tonight. 
Moderator: Yeah, yes, it should be, I thought that, just sort of as an aside, I thought that the debates would get less and less interesting because there would be the first initial thing

Kevin: And then **.
Moderator: Yeah, well, who knows what’s going to happen after tonight, but yeah, its been kind of completely opposite, so yeah, it should be interesting to see how, people I think will be, even if they don’t watch it, they’ll be paying attention to the news. Deborah and John, does either of you?

John: I ** him as “honest” for some strange reason really and that’s a positive. I’m not so sure it’s about him but I’ve probably got Vince Cable in mind on that one. {Laughter}.
Deborah: I put “new”, that’s the first thing I thought of and in terms, I mean, I think that’s something that he really successfully got across in the last debate. So I think that that’s probably why I thought of it because I think that’s been quite a strong message.
Moderator: And did you have it as a positive or a negative?

Deborah: Yeah, I did. But I mean its not just as simple, its not just about party, its also about to me, it means change and I think he was, yeah, he seemed, it seemed a positive thing to me.

Moderator: So if I can ask if you can sort of put them in order of being a competent leader, being you know, a good prime minister, a good manager and I know that this is very off-the-cuff but how would you rank them? Who would be first? Who would be second? Who would be third? 

Gareth: I think Clegg would be first for me.
Moderator: Okay.
Gareth: Just to give him a chance, just to see what, you know, I don’t think he can do much worse than what you have {laughs}.

Moderator: And then who would get second and third?

Gareth: That’s a close call {laughter} which is the lesser of, I don’t know.
Moderator: Clegg first and a close call for second?

Gareth: Yeah I think so, yeah.
Moderator: Anyone else similar or different?

John: Yeah, surprisingly I’d say Clegg first because it’s the evil I don’t know and that is the only reason. And then, Gordon Brown and then Cameron because that’s the evil I remember and there’s no chance I’m going to give him a chance {laughter}. 
Deborah: Is this, is it purely in terms of the ability to lead regardless of policy?

Moderator: Yeah, sort of being a good leader, being a good prime minister, yeah, who would be, if you were to hire them ** {laughs}?

Deborah: Yeah, oh, {laughter}, I hate to say it but I think, I’m sort of ** mine from the bottom, Gordon Brown’s fail to lead his own government and his own party so I put him at the bottom but actually I think that I would put David Cameron at the top and Nick Clegg below which is not, which is contrary to my personal political beliefs but I think that he seems to be more the leader of his party bearing in mind that particularly Nick Clegg has Vince Cable and sometimes I think that, I guess that maybe I don’t know enough about his handle over the Liberal-Democrats whereas David Cameron’s come in and really seems to have taken control in quite a strong way.

Moderator: I’m looking for diverse opinions so don’t feel like {laughter}. Maybe {laughter and comments}. I’ve put David Cameron, but its okay, it’s alright.

Gareth: I did have a negative for Clegg though which was “dirty politics” for I seem to remember that, I’m sure I think it was in Norwich or somewhere where the Lib-Dems printed things on green paper and made it look like it was from the Green Party and they got the Green vote, Greens to vote for Lib-Dems.
Moderator: Oh okay.

Gareth: I’m sure a lot of politics is dirty but I think the Lib-Dems have been more renowned for it. I’m not sure how true that is or not {laughter}, but it just popped in there but. 

Moderator: Yeah, it’s the association you have then with them. it's something that helps you get that into context when you’re thinking about them, so yeah that’s interesting. And then Kevin, have you?

Kevin: Yeah, I think Cameron would be at the bottom I think for the simple reason that there’s, you cant put your exact finger on it, the decent sized minority within the Conservative party don’t even want him as leader at this minute. So how that would be functioning in a government which is only going to be, even if the Conservatives get in , its only going to be comparatively small majority, if everything’s to be believed, that’s one of the, all this worry about a hung parliament is another issue. But if you’re leading a party with a small-ish majority and you’ve got quite a vocal divisive element in there, and I just probably couldn’t vote Tory anyway {laughter}. Clegg’s second and Brown at the top. Clegg second simply because I’m not entirely, I don’t know, I’m not entirely certain. When he speaks very occasionally, if its on the radio, and Cameron and Clegg speak, you sometimes, you cannot tell the difference between the two, it’s a very small thing but you listen and think “who said that?” and you listen back and you think “that was Clegg, right okay” and then Brown at the top. Old fashioned leftie-pity {laughter}. I cant, that’s all it can be I think which is what he’s banking on {laughter}. 
Moderator: That’s very, very interesting, thank you. If you could take those and tuck ‘em again under your seats. ** paperwork so make sure you keep the right people’s views.
Gareth: Are our numbers on them or no?

Moderator: No, I’ll do that at the end, thank you. So I guess the next thing is that we could move on a little bit. The word “hung parliament” you just mentioned, it’s become a real possibility in the last seven days. So are people indifferent? Are you guys sort of personally indifferent to the idea of a hung parliament? Does it worry you? Do you think it might be a good alternative? Thoughts on the hung parliament?
Gareth: It worries me in the sense that the Conservatives are using it to say “vote for us ‘cause a hung parliament means you won’t get any change or strong leadership”. There’s people are saying it’s a possibility. I think that quite a few negative connotations as far as I’ve seen and the Conservatives are using that to their advantage and sort of saying “oh you know, a hung parliament would not be best for this country so your only choice is to vote for us otherwise its going to be a hung parliament”. 
Moderator: And what are your thoughts on a hung parliament? If we ended up with that, is that, would you rather see a working majority or would you, would you be open to the idea?
Gareth: I think in theory it could really it would really work if we had the best people from each party and they could work together, it would be amazing, but the practicalities of it, the likelihood of that happening and you know how can you have people from different parties not have infighting, I don’t see?

Moderator: So if you were to come down, working majority, hung parliament, if you were to have a wish for the result on the end of the night, would you rather see a working majority even if it was a Tory majority or a hung parliament or don’t you know?

Gareth: I don’t know. I don’t know, {laughter}, I’ll take the exit clause here, {laughs}.

Moderator: Anyone else?

Kevin: Yeah I think ideally a working majority, a one party, I don’t think a hung parliament would be a total disaster if it was a Labour-Lib-Dem hung parliament. If it became some Conservative-Lib-Dem hybrid which I know is extremely unlikely but sort of a sniff of power for either of them, I think it would sort of mesh together as best they could. I think,  it could work, but I think you would have a massive sort of, element sort of pork barrel politics and there would be so much, I mean there’s already a massive amount of double dealing anyway that goes on. But trying to marry together the interests of somebody on lets say the left of the Liberal-Democrats and somebody who’s on the right of the you know the Labour party and trying to get these to work together to do a workable majority it might, a hung parliament might function for a small period of time but whether it functions for the lifetime of parliament would be a whole new thing, I think. 
Moderator: That’s a very good point.

John: See I’m old enough to have a negative association with a Lib-Lab pact but I’m not old enough to remember why sort of you know, when was it ’74?

Moderator: ’74, yeah 

John: I was 12 so I wasn’t really that interested. But it has an appeal to it if it was Lib-Lab, I mean, if it was the Tories ** whatsoever. But I think obviously a Labour majority would **.
Moderator: So you rather see an outright a working majority for Labour?
John: Yeah I think so. But I’ll be interested. Would be quite interested to see where that happens.
Moderator: So you’re not opposed to the idea of a hung parliament?
John: No, not I think as long as it was my version of it, {Moderator laughs}, which is Liberal-Democrat and Labour, yeah.
Moderator: Right. Deborah?

Deborah: I mean I think I’d rather see an outright majority for, well actually for the Liberal-Democrats {laughs}, I mean its rather unlikely, so faced with any other option, I’d go for the hung parliament; I’d like to see Vince Cable with as much power as power for as long as possible, start sending him nutritional supplements {laughter}. But yeah, I think I’m not frightened by the idea of a hung parliament unless, I think something with the Conservatives would be a complete disaster but I’m sort of hoping that that wouldn’t be the case. I think it very much depends upon the parties involved. I think I could see things grinding to a halt and I could also you know there are certain issues that I could see being traded, the idea of trading issues within a hung parliament really bothers me, so I’d rather, if it all were. It’s the sort of if I could pick then I would go then a hung parliament’s better than a Conservative majority but, and better than a Labour majority as well. Now, I say that now {laughter} **.
Moderator: We’ll all play back this ** {laughter}. And then before, I think we’ve just got about ten minutes before we’re going to take breaks and kind of move the chairs around and get the technology up and running. If I could ask you to think back to about, right about you know when the campaign kicked off a little bit before, if you can think about sort of your perceptions of the campaigns, how you were personally reacting to some of the messages that are coming about and not so much as go through the list but what are the things that kind of stand out since the campaigns kicked off that you maybe heard something on the radio, maybe you’ve seen something on television, maybe you watched the debate or some of the coverage of the debate it’s had an impact. So the things that are standing out and the things that you might make your decisions on or reinforcing your decisions perhaps. If you could take a moment and think about what those might be? There’s a lot going on I know so it’s just this you know and there’s a lot of noise out there so, but.

Gareth: I think for me as a +identifier removed+, the most significant thing is what, what they plan to do with the NHS and I think I’m right in thinking that the Tories are thinking of just keeping the system as it is.
Moderator: Yeah, ring-fencing it

Gareth: ** and so ** was saying that it was our birth child and other people saying yeah but over the last few years there have been too many middle managers and its not maybe going on as well as it should, but then again you have given jobs to 89,000 nurses that sort of thing over you know the last sort of ten years, so. It’s kind of like looking at the sort of + identifier removed+ website and sort of getting information that way of what they’re saying.
Moderator: So NHS for you is obviously. 

Gareth: Its, yeah. 

Moderator: The thing that you really are paying attention in terms of what the policies of the parties are.
Gareth: Well, it’s what I’m attuning to, I’m trying to pay attention to but I’m not studying {laughter}. I’ll pay more attention to it when the 6th of May gets closer, but.
Moderator: Yeah, if your ears perk up it’s probably because someone said something about the NHS.
Gareth: Exactly, yeah. 

Moderator: And you sort of the antenna comes up, okay, anyone else?

John: Too similar I think, same old, same old, so just place my beliefs around what ** Thatcherism and what I believed and everything but, this just you know regardless of the fact that I think Labour are failing, it is, I’ll still be a Labour man because the core principles of equality and I guess, so what’s been same and the hot topics of this particular election is just you know the same thing to me, same as the last one, same as the one before.
Moderator: So do you think this campaign even though we’ve seen the Conservatives really try to move towards the centre, for you have they have not really changed as a party?

John: I can’t believe anything they say ** {laughter} 

Kevin: I think the thing with that is its true that the Conservatives do, or given the perception they want to move to the Centre but bear in mind from ’97 to now, the centre’s moved from there to there, so its far easier for them to move in that way. I do actually want, what’s been probably the most interesting, I was most interested last week in the whole leaders’ debate thing which I thought I’d have no interest in to be honest because I just thought I’d not watch anything. As soon as they spoke I watched it, sat there and watched it, the most interesting thing about it was the fact that they could, that there was no reaction allowed from the audience and this is a, these are people born now to actually interact with the audience everything that they said, there is that thing of saying, “and you blah, blah, blah” and it’s the pause and its the “ah, we’ll get this back” or if its in Parliament, its “ah”, and they couldn’t get any of that. But it was interesting to see how they work on from that. You could still tell that they moved, as the debate went on there was a little bit less of that, but you could still tell, they were still in that sort of, that pattern of waiting, as if they were waiting for the applause, they were waiting for that’s the moment ** that’s something to ** the speech, pause, look around then we carry on. Its not going to work, none of that’s allowed, that’s why I’m interested because it seems they have to perhaps say something and then leave it and they couldn’t you know, they only go on for sort of only what’s in people’s eyes which is great because it used to be. They have to work out then how they were going to take the rest of the responses. And it’s just an interesting way of, thing to do. ** {laughter}.
Moderator: Deborah, you **?
Deborah: I think I mean, I, professionally and personally, ‘cause I really do love my job these are the Human Rights Act are really important to me and human rights in general so that means when immigration comes up, I’m really concerned about how, not just the policies for immigration but the approach towards immigration and asylum seekers, refugees, and also you know the, what’s going to happen, what they are interested in. I mean there are so many things that I’m concerned about like the NHS because you know, most, a lot of my family is involved in, either doctors or training to be, my mum’s a + career in health care+, so it’s like, well that can, that, I think about that a lot, as well I’m interested in the education policies and what they’re doing there. I think there’s so much that I’m concerned about and keeping an eye on, but its interesting what, there are certain bottom lines that I think sometimes the parties are touching upon. So for me gay rights is really important and my +sibling+’s gay and so when the Tories start to say well you know, a couple of them say something like “I think it’s perfectly reasonable to **”, saying that its perfectly reasonable for **, that’s, see that’s when it’s, cannot be doing with that. So even if I might think, “right, I’m going to have an open mind” there are certain bottom lines that get touched upon and that’s it for me. So its quite interesting for me to actually to have these things that concern me but then to identify these bottom lines that come up and then but its closed and I would never vote for that party because of that so. Yeah I mean, one thing I will say about the last debate that really I found very interesting was that they, that Lib-Dems have numbers in their manifesto which I didn’t know ‘cause I haven’t read it but that impressed me a lot and I think that that was, that stayed with me the whole, since then I was like “oh, excellent, they’ve got figures” {laughter} and they were saying that other parties didn’t which I don’t know ‘cause I haven’t read them either but it was that, that’s another thing that’s made me a little bit more confident in my thinking.
Moderator: You think they put the numbers out there for public viewing?
Deborah: Yeah, yeah, I’m quite impressed with that.

Moderator: One last question, since I’ve got time to fit it in. Thoughts on tonight, or predictions, or what people expect to happen, or think might happen, just a general kind of talk about, before it? You don’t have to make predictions if you want, but what are you’re kind of going into this, there are issues you are looking for, there are expectations that you have, are there things that you’re going to be watching for?

Kevin: Trident, I think. They are all going to talk about Trident. The thing that’s what Brown and Cameron will try and sort of ham Clegg with, ** use as a sort of peacenik leftie nutcase kind of thing and just whether that will stick.  I think there will be quite a lot of foreign affairs. I think tonight there’s going to be a broad consensus between the two up there and not Clegg and I also think for a number of sort of party politicking reasons they’re going to go after Clegg anyway. Its their vested interest thing they need to , the Tories need to hurt him more but I think Brown would also like to give him a decent shoving if possible. 
Gareth: I think also with Clegg he has gotten so well so far he’s got that expectation now, if he doesn’t perform as well as he has, then its going to really damage him I think so.
Kevin: Yeah.
Gareth: I’d be interested to definitely need to watch Clegg and see how he does.

Kevin: If it was a sport, they would have said to him “don’t go out that quickly”
Gareth: Yeah.
{Laughter}

Kevin: Next week, that’s when you want to **.
Moderator: I think that it sounded like he was a bit surprised at how well he did afterwards but yeah, you’re right, you don’t want to peak too early.
Deborah: I think it’s going to be fascinating to see how they change their approaches because I think that there was, I think well, Brown’s jokes are, you know, are the sort of pettiness, is he going to change, is he going to smile, what’s he going to do? Is Cameron going to try and be less posh and you know stop with the cutting and the fist-shaking? Just what’s going to happen? I think I almost got the sense that having been in the US and watched the sort of the debates and the way it goes there, its so different, its just so much more interactive and lively and I don’t know, you could say less well regulated but it just felt like it was quite tame in some ways as you were saying without the ability to interact with the audience. So I don’t know, maybe they’ve changed their game plans. There were going to be some issues that I’m going to be get like international aid, whether I’m going to have a job, you know {laughter} its that kind of thing, right? Are we going to talk about asylum seekers or is that all, I don’t know, I truthfully don’t know substantively whether that’s going to come up today or whether that was all dealt with in the immigration section. So yeah I think it’s going to be very interesting.
John: I think last time Clegg had nothing to lose.

{Chorus of “yeah”}

John: I think well not everything. He’s got a bit to lose this time around.
Kevin: Definitely.
John: Get a calf-strain or something {laughter}

Deborah: Yes, they are obviously going to go for him and are we’re going to have “I agree with Nick” s? I don’t know, I don’t think we will, will we?
Kevin: I also think that something Deborah mentioned earlier on the Human Rights Act which for years, I don’t know if it is still Conservative policy, but for years and years they said that there were elements of the Human Rights Act that we can pull out of.
Deborah: Yeah.
Kevin: Which well, it just simply, I’m not saying that it can’t happen in terms of it mustn’t happen, it just can’t happen. 

Deborah: With the EU and the ** it would be fascinating to see **.

Kevin: It can’t happen yeah, the EU is, it can’t happen. It’s just.
Deborah: I do think that EU will be quite an interesting issue ‘cause that’s one of the biggest divisions in terms of the Euro and European policy
Moderator: Yes.
Kevin: Sorry, the whole thing is on, it’s on international affairs, isn’t it?

Moderator: yYeah, it’s supposed to be foreign policy but yeah.
Kevin: This whole idea, this whole special relationship with the US, if Britain were a member of the European Union, what would it, no? {Laughter}

Kevin: It’s Churchill’s time that you’re talking about yeah Britain and something about being a sliding door to the rest of Europe, you know, that kind of thing and if we, you know don’t acknowledge that and say “no! we can stand alone”, we can’t really. We don’t make anything any more, you know {laughter}. 

Moderator: It’s all integrated and we saw the airlines I suppose.
Kevin: It’s yeah- 

Moderator: You know food not getting shipped in from Kenya and things like that. Right, we’ve got our 5 minute comfort break. In that time we’re going to rearrange the room so that you aren’t straining your necks looking behind you but feel free to kind of, as long as you keep your paperwork with you to move your chairs where you want and obviously at any point you can put the kettle on, you know, do feel free to move about during the debates. I’m not going to give you anything to write with because it would feel a bit forced to me asking you to take notes because you wouldn’t do that at home, you know laughter and comments}. If there is something you do want to note, you can go ahead and write it on any of the sheets I’ve given you but don’t feel its necessary and I won’t be quizzing you at the end {laughter}.
{Transcription stops at 48.19, debate begins}
{Transcription begins from video file}

Moderator: Open discussion. People’s thoughts? First, just your reaction and then I’ll ask you what moments stood out for you and go from there so.
Kevin: I think, excuse me ** {laughter}, I think Brown was in the international affairs part of the start, I think he was in sort of full on “angry Gordon mode” in the beginning, sort of a little bit **, to use that horrible phrase. The first guy asked the question about the European Union. There wasn’t even the attempt of sort of “Yes, I can see your point of view”. It was straight on “You’re wrong. This is why you’re wrong and this is what’s going to happen”. Sort of mellowed out a bit more as time went on. But I thought it was quite refreshing that he just didn’t seem to be, seemed to be sort of what he was thinking rather than what he thought was going to play well with everybody who was sitting there. That was the first question I think as well.
Moderator: Yeah it was on Europe **

John: ** were better I thought. 
Moderator: Gordon **
John: Yeah, yeah, I found him more interesting and believable and didn’t play to, he didn’t play to the cameras. I don’t know if that was because of his eye or anything but he didn’t play to the camera. Cameron had an obvious talk technique. Speak up, first answer the question, and then, and then on to the camera.

{Chorus of ‘yeah yeah’ and laughter}

Moderator: Yeah.
Deborah: I thought, well I, it was a bit, it was interesting. I thought that not only did they take Nick Clegg more seriously but he actually, I thought he really came into his own. He really, borrowing an expression from having my time in the US, he very much owned the stage, I felt. He was, it almost it fell in place, he was in the middle, and he got to say the last word. One of the things that really sort of stood out for me about the way it was produced was that I really think that Sky were a little bit naughty. I think that the presenter, it would be very interesting to look at the number of times David Cameron had the last word on the question. It started to irritate me after a while. They would move on after David Cameron finished. I don’t know if it was just because I’m suspicious and cynical about Sky but, and I mean we were just talking about it, absolutely outrageous that, what was his name, that the moderator said- 
Moderator: Adam Boulton.
Deborah: Yeah that “You were on the Telegraph this morning”. That was just totally unacceptable I thought because it’s supposed to, he’s supposed to be apolitical and completely neutral and that was just, you know. So you said that you hadn’t seen the Telegraph. So perhaps you’re going to look up the Telegraph later on.
Gareth: Yeah, I think **

Deborah: It’s basically that Nick Clegg’s been accused of having spent-
Moderator: We’ve got one right here. {Points to stack of newspapers in the room}
Deborah: {laughs} - and it was just sort of that, so that bit I found, that I noticed.
Gareth: But I guess on the other hand, that gave him an opportunity to say “Actually, that’s complete rubbish”. So that could actually benefit.

Deborah: It could and I think he handled it very well actually.

Kevin: It’s just odd that it was the only, it was the only role that he played at all, it was the only thing that was mentioned other then you know “Move on from here”. And do they actually have a ** in the studio, they figure all the clocks so they can see.
Moderator: They must, he seemed-
Kevin: They’ve got to have that, haven’t they? There’s no, I mean nobody’s that good. 

Moderator: -occasionally distracted.
Kevin: Yeah.
Gareth: I thought Gordon Brown and Nick Clegg both came across very well in that and that David Cameron was just an aside really. I didn’t really feel that he, I don’t know, I didn’t feel impressed by him, for want of a better word. I thought Gordon Brown was very clever in the opening. He seemed to sort of recognise David Cameron as a contender and kind of ignored Nick Clegg. Like he sort of recognised him sort of, I mean I think one of the first things he said was “If this is a popularity contest, you know, I don’t want to be a part of this. This is about politics.” Sort of taking the emphasis off Nick Clegg and how well he’s been doing, you know, how well he did last time and sort of taking away the, sort of the popular opinion, sort of getting “No, this is about politics. Let’s just, you know, get away from this.”
Moderator: Okay. What moment, in terms of like, you being impressed, like in an answer or a response? Do you have memories of something that stood out, that quite you?

Gareth: Nick Clegg for me was the first person to talk about the environment which I think is a real key issue in politics today and about being a global problem. You know it doesn’t stop at the Cliffs of Dover. He was the first person to bring up the environment in this debate which struck me to think “Yeah, actually he makes me wanna vote for him ‘cause he’s bringing across these policies.” When they were kind of squabbling about the winter fuel payment for pensioners, and like you know, it’s not means-tested, so if you’re 60 and you’re in an affluent home, you get the cheque and they were kind of debating about it like it was a significant thing. That made me think less of the other two parties ‘cause Nick was more sort of “Actually no, this is, this would be a fairer thing”. ** “Actually, no, you’re taking this away from pensioners.”
Moderator: Thank you. Anyone else recall a moment when they thought “Yeah, that’s a really good answer” or?

Kevin: Actually that’s, I think Brown, No. {Laughter} I think if I really tried to rack my brain. I didn’t think I was particularly.

John: If I was to say, the only thing I could say was that Brown impressed me not the most. He came out better than I thought he was going to. Nick Clegg I thought was always going to do well and Cameron, considering he’s supposed to be the image man, you know, he’s got all these image consultants around him, I just don’t think he’s coming out very good at all.
Deborah: I mean I think one thing that consistently impressed me with Nick Clegg is that he’s willing, he’s very direct and gives clear answers and I think there’s sometimes when he, he didn’t, he didn’t seek to distract when people, when he was challenged, he responded very well I thought. So when he was challenged on the fuel bills he gave the answer. When he was challenged on the issue of the amnesty he gave his answer and he didn’t apologise for his policy.

Gareth: He didn’t flinch from it, yeah.
Deborah: Exactly. He said “This is what’s the solution”. I mean, I thought he was straying a bit into slightly too aggressive confrontational territory when he said “What number would you give?” because I mean, it is, what would you, you know “What number do you want?” It was sort of. But for him to, whenever he was challenged I felt like he was very confident and very aware of the, of his policies {laughs} which you hope they would be but you know, he’s not ashamed of what is in the manifesto, so. So overall that was an impression that he gave quite a lot of good answers. But I didn’t say that I was particularly struck by anything.

Moderator: What about a real negative response, a real you know “Oh” you know just?
Kevin: Can I, sorry, can I just respond to the last point?
Moderator: Yeah, please go ahead.

Kevin: Deborah just reminded me I think one thing that I was impressed by was something that Clegg said. It was when he mentioned, I can’t remember what the question was, and he mentioned, oh, it was to do with the coalition and he mentioned electoral reform and he brought it up. Nobody else had brought it. Now that was actually a very, very good point. {Somebody says “Yeah”}. If I was him, I would’ve cut me own throat before I brought up the issue of actually reforming the electoral system when he’s in the position that he is in; I would not have mentioned it at all {laughter}. It’s still the bogey of and he brought it up quite, quite readily. It told me it was something he believed in and he brought it up and went “This is what we do, a system” which I thought yeah, and thinking back now, yeah, I mean that’s a real conviction statement. I wouldn’t have said it in a million years but it was definitely a fact that he clearly thought and just went with it.
Moderator: Yeah, and does that, does that gain your respect or do you think that it was a tactical mistake?

Kevin: I think it was a tactical mistake but I respect it as well {laughter}. 

Moderator: Yeah.
Gareth: Well yeah, I was just saying when we started about how we first got into politics. And I remember when we were at school and I first learnt about the Lib-Dems, then they were talking about proportional representation and this is you know like sort of, too long ago {laughter} like 15 years ago and you know sort of discussed it and it is a much fairer system. Why are Labour in power when only 22 percent of the population have voted them in? So you know, I don’t know, I think.

John: It’s slightly disingenuous. 22 percent of the voting, it’s not the voting population. It’s the population that were there in ** 

Gareth: Yeah.
John: Otherwise they wouldn’t be in power.
Gareth: Yeah I mean statistics can be manipulated, yeah. 

Moderator: Yeah so more on that, I don’t want to, I mean thank you for interjecting just to expand that point ‘cause it was very interesting. Okay? {Laughs} ** {laughter}. So any gut wrenching “uh” kind of answers, any moment?
Gareth: I think David Cameron **

John: ‘Cause we all went “Ugh! I can’t remember what that was-
Gareth: Was it when Gordon Brown said “For women, which you are one of”? {Laughter} that was brilliant.

Deborah: Actually I thought that the response to the question about the Pope was pretty lame.

John: Yeah that was the first **

Gareth: David Cameron actually got that wrong when he was saying, I can’t remember how he worded it, but he was saying about how, he was talking about stem cell research and he was sort of saying- 

John: He lost his way.
Gareth: Yeah he did. He was saying he disagrees with the Pope but then he’s against science, I think he said-
{Lot of people talking together}

John: He did say he disagrees with the Pope about stem cell research but thought, I think he thought no, that’s a bit specific. {Chorus of ‘Yeah’}. And he, and he ** yeah
{Lot of people talking together}

Kevin: I think, I think that was the one issue where, it was the only one where all three of them were quite, they were quite rattled to a certain extent. They were quite happy, I think, I can’t remember who it was that said “I think its something we all agree on” and the other two were quite happy to jump in and say “Yes, we do”. {Chorus of ‘Yeah’}. ‘Cause we don’t want to get divided on religion so lets just all jump in there together and move on to whatever’s next ‘cause I don’t think that anybody got to, the guy was, Boulton said, you didn’t actually answer the second part of his question to a large degree, about contraception, about stem cells; he just stuck to the first half, of which was sort of the more, sort of the safer area. It was all very “Of course, we welcome the Pope, but” and then they had to reinforce it ** {chorus of ‘Yeah’}.

Deborah: No mention of the money which was I thought {chorus of ‘Yeah’}. I thought the question was “This was being funded by tax payers”.
Gareth: Exactly and the Vatican you know it’s not like they can’t spend {laughter} and they bring the Swiss Guard with them. {laughs}
Moderator: So do you think that, there was a lot of talk about whether this was, about how this debate would play out. Do you think this was a debate about, more about substance or was there a lot of spin and personality in here?
Gareth: I think a ** lot of spin.

Kevin: Yeah, I think for Cameron, I would be interested in what other people say ‘cause I am biased, I can’t, I can’t deny it so it would be interesting to hear what other people say, but towards, the, towards the end when they had the final, the closing statements, and he mentioned, he said the difference between them was “I’ve been about values”. No, you mentioned values twice. He didn’t say anything substantive about, what he mentioned was the word and that’s your big association with it. If you remember, Ah he stands for values and if you ask the man about it, he just mentions it. And then to use that as part of his closing argument, it was just vacuous. It was, “ Yeah, I’m, you know, ”. Well, you’ve said nothing substantive about it whatsoever. But that’s obviously, that and fear was the other thing.

Deborah: Oh yeah.
Kevin: How a conservative can stand with a straight face and talk about people peddling fear? You say it’s not something that should happen in election campaigns, disingenuous, yeah, but.
Gareth: That just reminded me of the question before of anything cringe worthy. Going back to David Cameron, when the question of “What you’ve personally done to reduce your carbon footprint”, he said “Oh, I’ve had my loft insulated”. Yeah, you’ve saved yourself some money {laughter}.

John: ** prepared for **
Deborah: **

John: ** 

John: They all go “Right, I’ve got to get that in, gotta that in, that in.”

Kevin: ** 

Deborah: ** four times.
Kevin: I think Gordon Brown mentioned that he got two children”.  Nick Clegg mentioned he was from Sheffield. It was just the little things, I’ve got to mention it some time as that’s going to play well with ** {laughter}

Deborah: I’ve must say about the things that really, it wasn’t really a clanger, but I started to get very annoyed with David Cameron saying “People who’ve done the right thing”. That I just think is just such, such a misrepresentation of the situation that people find themselves in, to say that “Oh, you’ve done the right thing by saving”. You’ve done the right thing by throughout your life being in an opportunity whether you’ve created the opportunity, whether you’ve just been born into that opportunity where you can save. Well quite a lot of people don’t ever have that opportunity so it was just so frustrating by saying “you’re doing the right thing by saving. People who’ve done the right thing”. My God! You don’t know what people are really, it was such an ignorant comment, it really annoyed me {laughs} I know why he was doing it, he was appealing to people, and I was thinking to myself, “Well, you know, my grandfather’s at the moment in a home and my grandma’s paying because you know they own a house and actually they are Conservatives so they would say ‘Yes, its absolutely right’”. But then I think, well you know, what about people who might not be in that situation ‘cause they’ve not done the right thing. It sort of, it really struck me because I think that was one of his messages along with the fear and values.
John: I think it is sizing everybody else here**

Deborah: **

John: Sometimes they’re here ‘cause they get into certain circumstances ** and others are just doing their job. Carers here they’re not, they’re just unfortunate enough to be in that position and they get along with it you know.

Gareth: Exactly.
Deborah: Yes, which I suppose it’s a little bit of spin as well.
John: Yes it really is. 

Moderator: Okay very interesting. Thank you all, yes great, great comments. So moving on from the debate itself. Did, its okay if you didn’t, but did anyone have a chance to watch any part of the other debate, the first debate that went on?

Kevin: Yeah.
Gareth: A little bit.
Moderator: What were your impressions in terms of comparing the, lets ** the moderators? At the moment I’m having a mental lapse and forgetting the name of the first moderator?

Kevin: Alistair Stewart.

Moderator: Thank you very much. Yes, alright, I’m saved by my participant who knows more than me {laughter} but his style compared to Adam Boulton’s, was there, did you?

Kevin: I don’t like Adam Boulton. It’s just a latent dislike. I just don’t like him.

John: I don’t know who he is.
Gareth: I’ve never seen him before but.
Deborah: I mean, it sounds awful but he looks disheveled, he looked, it just didn’t look very professional, I thought. His eyes-
John: He didn’t know what it was about, that was an obvious dig. And he just, he didn’t seem to, he was grinning and smiling all the time {laughter} whereas Alistair and I expect the BBC next time, will be pretty straight back, terribly unemotional about it, yeah.
Kevin: Alistair Stewart seemed to be, again it could just be simple perception, but Alistair Stewart seemed to be more “No, your time is up”, and that was it. There wasn’t any kind of talk. It was “No that”, that was it. Whereas it was, some people wont think it is be a bad thing to let them finish but if you’ve got to have time, if you’ve got to have something that sort of runs to time and run it to time, don’t have it time plus 5 percent ‘cause that’s, you know you might as well have it to time plus infinity, makes no use of the timer in the first place. 

Gareth: This guy seemed like a game show host {laughter}. Kind of prepared to, yeah.
Kevin: He looks a bit game show, yeah, when he was from behind, just a little bit.
Moderator: Did anyone notice the cards he was holding?

Kevin: Yes, they had pictures on the back. 

Deborah: I didn’t notice.
Kevin: Was it ‘cause that the audience had the same cards? 

John: Yeah it had the three of them printed out. It was just quite **. {Laughter}

Deborah: I just noticed, I don’t know if you noticed, but they cut, during Nick Clegg’s closing, they cut away.

Kevin: Yeah, I know it was a wide shot-
Deborah: -wide shot, and I was like “No, go back to Nick Clegg” and I couldn’t remember whether they had done that for the others.
Kevin: Yeah, I was trying to remember that.
Moderator: I think I had remembered they had done it for Cameron.
Deborah: They had?

Moderator: Yeah. I didn’t know if they had done it for Gordon Brown but I do know that they didn’t do it for Cameron ‘cause I remember thinking if I was on the Conservative team, I would be on the phone to Sky right now.
Deborah: Yeah, exactly.
Moderator: But you didn’t find it particularly helpful to have a wide shot of somebody in the audience.

Deborah: Well the obvious is they are unable to talk. {laughter}

Gareth: Yeah because you can’t see all the clapping or, yeah. 

Moderator: So let’s see, in terms of, let’s see, we’ve got a few minutes left and then I have  a questionnaire I would like to give you, then sign your receipts and give you your payments. But just in terms of the debates themselves, do you think it’s a very good thing for British democracy or politics? Do you think that its?
John: Well personally I think, yes. I was a bit worried it was going to be not that that’s much true of American Presidential debates but they are much more razzmatazz, show business type. This is more Parliamentary I guess because they are used to debating anyway and that ** I quite enjoyed that. They don’t sit there, give a set answer and that’s it, they have a go.

Gareth: Sorry, I was going to say it was a great advance ‘cause me personally, I don’t have the time to sort of watch the news very often or read the papers. But when there’s a programme like this, I can just sit down for an hour and a half and see the debate live rather than seeing what each individual party’s thinking and the rebuttals elsewhere and you get spin from the different papers and you can just see it and think about the issues and look at their reactions and you can have a snapshot of what’s going on and its exactly the reason that-
John: I think one reason to worry about the debates is its got individuals and we’ve got a party system and it does take away from that I think I mean. Who else, who knows what any of the other Cabinet or Shadow Cabinet players are doing at the moment or where they’ve been?
Kevin: That’s a standing joke about the Conservatives, you know George Osborne and Cameron, name another. {Laughter} It’s umm, uh, umm, uh. 
John: Well they haven’t even been visible.

Kevin: Exactly. They don’t want to be. They worry about Osborne being in the, you know, being in the sort of, in the limelight. They try and brush him in as quickly as possible. I mean he is the Shadow Chancellor, the- 
Moderator: So let’s come back to that, ‘cause I think personality and, people versus the parties, I think the debate makes that, do you think it’s a good thing or is it just more sort of noise in the campaign? 

Deborah: I think it’s, I think it’s really good. I think it’s a really nice, neat way to crystallize the ideas, to actually focus the attention, I think that it’s the papers and the press so hugely influential have really run with it and I think there’s, I just don’t think the Liberal Democrats would be where they are without the debates. And I think that even though, wherever you stand on politics, it’s actually it’s, the more that people get engaged, I think that that’s really the aim. That’s what democracy is all about, right? So I think that they’ve said that more voters, younger voters are registering to vote. There seems to be more, we’ll see what happens, who actually makes the effort to go and vote which is always a problem but I think to sort of bring, refocus the attention, I think it’s really worked very well. So I think it’s a good thing, yeah.

Moderator: Thank you. Kevin?

Kevin: Yeah, my point’s quite related to that really. I’ve enjoyed them so far but I think you need to see after the election’s taken place, we need to actually see with the election data and see whether actual concrete impact upon participation or whether I’ve watched it because I watch, have to 

John: ** TV.
Kevin: How many people has it brought, how many people has it brought into watch who have, who had a minimal interest in politics who wouldn’t otherwise have watched it or is it preaching to the converted thing? So if participation goes up noticeably and if it can be traced back to this, great. If not, it’s been quite informative but a bit of a sideshow. 
Moderator: Okay, interesting, interesting. So yes, we talked a bit earlier, as well I want to pool out a little bit more about having the leaders, you know about having this debate. I noticed today that the BBC had a tagline and they called it the Prime Ministerial Debate which I was quite surprised at because I have been very deliberately calling it the leaders’ debate because I see it as the leaders of the party not a Prime Ministerial competition, so you know. But so there is that whole, by putting people up there and by having these three guys go head to head that it, you know people say “Ah, I don’t vote for the person, I vote for the party and leader, the Prime Minister is just one”. So do you think these kind of debates will make, have an impact on making it more kind of Presidential kind of race and taking away from the role of the party?

Kevin: Definitely, yeah, I’m convinced. I think that’s the one thing that like now, they are even more synonymous than they were before with, with the parties. It may, I think it is the Lib-Dems again have been the big beneficiary from it ‘cause they’re quite, fairly anonymous. They’re not covered There was something in the press today about the Sun’s who never used to cover the Lib-Dems, had no interest in them and, they spent the last 6 days frantically trying to find out everything that they can. So ** we’re not interested.  
John: I do remember when it came up before in past elections and debates, the Lib-Dems weren’t even going to feature in it. It was going to be just Labour and the Conservatives.

Gareth: Two old **

Kevin: Yeah.
John: Sorry, just to go back several questions, talking about Sky’s presentation, the scrolling-
Gareth: The ticker tape, yeah, so irritating-
John: -because it was a Sky News programme whether you’re going to stop that for an hour and half, it didn’t change all the way through anyway.

Deborah: I just think it was interesting when they had the crime statistic, ‘cause I thought, I just thought that “What else is going to unfold on that ticker?” {Laughter} so that’s I mean.
Moderator: Yeah, saying that crime’s fallen means that somehow Gordon Brown is up by- {laughter}

Kevin: - ‘cause I was trying to think that when they came up, the thing that Cameron seemed to come over the strongest on initially, he didn’t at the end, was the immigration thing, that was when he seemed to come slightly into his own. My paranoia kicked in and I thought well, this is the question nearest to the end. This is the thing that most people remember. But that’s just you know Leftie paranoia rather than. {Laughter}

Deborah: I didn’t think he did do very well on that.
John: ** just different interest ‘cause I think ** the biggest pressure when he was talking about pensions.
Kevin: Yeah.
John: You know, cause that’s a time bomb perhaps not for this election but-
Gareth: Oh it is, I mean, hundred years ago there were 19 people working for every one person who were, who were pensionable. Now there’s 4 people working for every pensioner. And in 16 years time it’s going to be 2 people working for every.

John: Well I mean in a sense we are going backwards like my father’s generation, the generation after him, they’ve all retired early. I’m going to be working till I drop. I suspect - 
Deborah: Oh when he said he was going on about **. I thought “Well, that’s it, I’ll never retire”. {Laughter} I probably won’t. 
John: Well in that sense we are going backwards.

Moderator: Can we go back to not having debates?
Gareth: Not now.
Kevin: ** it’ll be -
John: They’ll look at the viewing figures ‘cause they’re ** and that’s it

Kevin: Sky’ll work out they can shoot with two breaks. I’m not joking. They’ll work out they put two breaks into it, they’ll negotiate that into it somehow. So with breaks put in there. It’ll be people, it won’t be the studio audience as well, it’ll be people like us who will be webcamed onto there. There’ll be everything, everything that they can pull out, they will do certainly. 

Gareth: I think that’s a bad thing though. 

Gareth: ‘cause for me personally, my lifestyle, I don’t really hear the noise, what’s going on so ** sort of crystallizes what’s happening. So you know.
Kevin: It might actually encourage some sort of 18-24 year old to vote as well.
Gareth: Maybe. 

Kevin: Which will be novel. {laughter}

Moderator: And does anyone, is anyone making up their minds still?

Gareth: I don’t know, ‘cause I think I’m leaning Lib-Dems.
Moderator: Were you leaning before you came in?

Gareth: Slightly but.
Moderator: Yeah, tonight?

Gareth: Tonight’s more so.
Moderator: And you’ve always had, I can’t remember you know **

John: An old dog. {laughter} 

Kevin: This is the thing when I filled in the application because I thought “No, I am not certain”. The only reason I’m not certain is the party culture is that I’ve moved to is that I’ve always voted Labour. No I could never vote for Conservatives but the majority is not all that big for the Liberal Democrats and if it’s a matter of keeping the Tories out, I’ll vote Lib-Dem in this.
John: Well that’s the thought, I just can’t- {laughs}
Kevin: I know it is, I mean, you know, if there’ll be a fall back afterwards but {laughter} if its, if it at least.
Moderator: It might be a tactical vote?

Kevin: I might, yeah. I never thought, it was never, to be honest, it’s never an issue that’s arisen before. But when we used to live in +parliamentary constituency city+, it was Bernard Jenkins’ seat, it was an enormous constituency.

John: Yeah, ‘cause I’ve got him now, I don’t know why.
Kevin: Yeah exactly whereas up in +different parliamentary constituency city+, you know, in +different parliamentary constituency city+, they don’t bother fielding the Conservatives, there’s no point, it’s going the other way. And unfortunately we’ve got the British National Party there. If they felt that, they felt the vibe that sort of, that Labour were out whereas now where I live, if it means keeping the Conservatives out, I will grudgingly through gritted teeth.{laughter}

Deborah: I think I was, I was, really I mean, I used to, I used to vote whenever I voted and not been out of the country and failed to get a proxy Lib-Dem on, sort of on principles and values and the, the ideology of Lib-Dem. But then I really wanted to like, really wanted to have a good think about it this time and what’s quite interesting for me is that I didn’t agree with everything that Nick Clegg said but I’m now finding myself back into that situation of just, I’m going to go with them. That’s it now, they’re my party whereas when I was, when we started the whole process before the last debate I thought “Right, I’m really going to think about this”. And actually I don’t have, traditionally its been a wasted vote so you know, okay, really you need to take this into quite close consideration what you’re going to do but now its quite interesting, ‘cause some of the things he said “Well that wasn’t a great answer but I don’t care” {laughter} which is kind of when you reach that point, well, I guess I’ve made up my mind. 
Moderator: So you were going “okay this is my party too but I’m going to reconsider it” to going “you know I’m, this is what”?
Deborah: Yeah and I think its, I think a lot of people who have been thinking of voting Lib-Dem may have once said are going to now think much more seriously about it because they sense that it might actually count which would be really nice. I mean, it doesn’t count which would be really nice, {laughs} it hasn’t counted in a long time so.

Moderator: Great. So last question. I had it in my head and then it was gone again, yes, ninety minutes, too long, about right?

John: I was yawning about 10 past 9.
Moderator: About an hour **

John: ** that last little bit {laughs}, but yeah. 

Gareth: They could have a break.
Kevin: Yeah, I don’t think a break would have hurt at all. Well I was convinced. 

{Chorus of “yeah”}

Gareth: Just three minutes to put the kettle on and just half way through, you know?
Deborah: And why were we talking about the same questions they asked last week? That’s a waste of, I mean in some ways it was too short because all of a sudden it was finished and we just covered things we covered, we talked about immigration already. Why are we talking I mean, why are we doing? It was almost exactly {laughs} the same conversation again.
Moderator: Yeah.
Deborah: So I think in some ways it was a lot, a lot all at once, needed a break, but.

Kevin: I think just very briefly, on one thing that Cameron mentioned was immigration that people’s concerns over the last 13 years, people’s concerns over immigration. He said that as if there’d been, as if the Conservatives had made no plan on immigration since the ‘50s you know. 

John: But they do this, I suppose this depends on your perspective. They always, I mean they all did it. ** I just speak for me but if I guess if I was going to ** I’d say, you know **

Kevin: Seemed to be as if it was a new phenomena, like it never happened in the ‘80s or the ‘70s and the race riots, you know. It didn’t happen then!
Gareth: That reminds me of another ** of David Cameron’s when he was talking about the figures for immigration he said, at one point he was up to 200 thousand a year which for a decade would have been 2 million. Yeah, but its only 200 thousand for one year. So {laughs} I thought that was an interesting comment to make, you know. If that had been for ten years, it would’ve been 2 million. Great! Thanks! {Laughs}

Kevin: Brown was able to make quite a small point but quite a significant one. He talked about, he talked about the European Union and migrants coming in and he mentioned that now there were a million Britons working abroad. So there’s always things forgotten and it’s always, always, always, forgotten. Take the sort of Tory expats on the Casa del Sol {laughter} who are against the European Union and I thought **

Moderator: So just in terms of, you know, we talked about the pressure on Nick Clegg, do people think he held up, will tomorrow’s headlines?

John: I think he was let off to be honest with you. {laughs}
Kevin: Yeah?

Gareth: I thought he came across well.

John: In fact I think at a certain stage it felt more like Cameron was under the carpet.
Deborah: Oh yeah, he didn’t, he looked, well purely on image, he looked rattled, he was off to the side, he looked uncomfortable, he tied his ** {laughter}.
Kevin: I think Clegg’s only slight wobble’s on, I can’t remember what they were talking about, yeah, it was on immigration. There was this one point when he looked a little bit rattled as if, as if he was going a little bit, and then basically the other two dug him out of a hole in effect by the questions that they asked and he sort of respond quite easily and he just got back into it. I think Clegg came out of it really, really well. I also thought Brown-
John: He has this ability to look sincere, to look casual about it as well.

Kevin: Yeah.
Deborah: Which can be weird at times ‘cause he ** so much-
John: ** a bit coached. {laughs}
Kevin: I thought Brown was, I thought Brown was good.
John: Yeah.
Kevin: He just needed to stop him, you need to stop him, as I say he has been told often to smile and I don’t think he denies it. The timings very odd. {Laughter}. He goes very quickly ** a smile, it disappears instantly. And you think he looks, just don’t, just don’t do it in the first place. It’s not going to, you look far odder going from one extreme to another. Just don’t do it in the first place. People think you are a bit dull, they think that anyway. Just **
John: **. 

Deborah: They should tell him to stop making, the one part I really cringed when he jokes, “Oh, you’re like my two little boys”. I just, it was a ridiculous thing to say. It wasn’t helpful. I think people are just **

John: ** and you thought if that was a set.

Deborah: And I thought David Cameron said that “You rehearsed that one”. He looked like someone who made a joke and ** 

Moderator: Well the last thing, first of all, thank you guys, it’s been so interesting and really, really enjoyable, so thank you very much for your time. The last thing I’m going to make you do, is it looks long but it’s really not {laughter} it’s quite scary. It basically asks you to rate the three leaders on, first on their personality, their competence and trustworthiness and then basically has your view of them changed, gone up or down on those measures, ** in the last few weeks. And then the last question, I actually brought you ones for Wyn Jones, you shouldn’t ask those, answer those {laughs} ‘cause first of all they are for the ones in Wales, I’m going to Wales on Saturday {laughter}. Don’t rate Wyn Jones ‘cause you probably don’t know who {Chorus of “no”, comments and laughter}.  Then the last thing is I’m trying to find money in the budget to do a post election focus group here as well to see how people in the end, how the whole election played out, what you’re thoughts were about the results. I don’t know if I will have enough money for Essex but its still, the question is if you will be willing to participate in the post-election. I’m going to have more spots than people who want to do it and seats available. But ignore all that stuff. The last question is about basically the post election focus group. Just put Yes or No on there and I’ll make a note of it but find the money by managing my budget efficiencies. {Laughter}. 
{Transcription stops at 36.13}
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