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Moderator: Thank you all for coming.  My name is Dr Kristi Winters.  I am at Birkbeck College at the University of London.  You’ve had a little chance haven’t you to read through some of the information but basically a summary of this is just that during election times we have a lot of surveys when people come out and ask you questions based on what they want to know and they give you answers based on what they think you think.  This is an attempt to really just talk to people about elections and how they came to their decisions and talk about it in their own words.  Before we start I do want to go through - Oh hi -(Anna enters the room)…  So, I’ve given everyone here a brochure which you can go over in your own time in more leisure but you should know that not only can you ask questions now you can also contact me afterwards and ask questions at any time.  You also, when you sign this, you agree that you understand that you are taking part and that part of this is with audio and video recording and that again is because as a researcher, when you say something I want to make sure that I get it exactly right, so instead of me taking notes this allows me to listen to what you have to say and then we go back and transcribe your words verbatim and that way we have the most accurate transcription of what people had to say.  You are volunteering to take part, that doesn’t mean to say that you’re not going to get paid, you’re going to get paid at the end of this but your participation is voluntary so if you get a phone call in the middle of this and you decide you want to leave for whatever reason, you can get up, you don’t have to explain yourself to me or anything like that.  However, if you do have to leave for whatever reason, whatever contributions you may have made up to that time I might still want to use, so just understand that you may leave but anything that you have contributed up until that time might be part of the research.  The other part of this project which I think is very important is that it’s got historical value.  In thirty years’ time, in fifty years’ time people might want to know what people were thinking at the beginning of the 21st century; what were people thinking after the credit crunch?  And I think it would be so great if we could go back now, if we would have something like this for Miners’ Strike or about the Winter of Discontent or other important times in history when people were going to the polls.  But we don’t exactly have in their own words the things that were going on with them at that point in time.  So I’m going to be putting this data in the UK Data Archive and other researchers in future - it can’t go out on You Tube, it can’t go out on television, this is only for researchers to use and what they would do is they would pop on this video, maybe follow the transcripts and watch the discussions but if they use anything from the discussions they would have to protect your confidentiality and your anonymity as much as I’m agreeing to.  So they’re basically bound by the same agreement in future and that’s the only way they can use the information.  So what that means in terms of protecting your anonymity is that I’m going to change your name, so that for any published reports, Edward you might become Bob and you’ll be Bob for the whole report.  And if that’s something you know, like later on I will make that available so if you are interested and you want your pseudonym is I will have kept records of who is whom and that kind of stuff, so if you want to read the transcripts or whatever you can find out if your thoughts are being attributed in a publication.  So, the street you grew up on, the school you attended, work for an employer - all that stuff will be changed. So for instance, I live in Wivenhoe so it will be a small village in East Anglia or something like that.  So that kind of stuff, anything that directly or indirectly identifies you will be changed somehow to ensure your confidentiality.  Also by signing this you’re agreeing to give me the copyright over the words that you speak in this room.  That just means that when it comes to doing a publication, if you say something that really just sums up, or a really good quote about it and I don’t want to change it or paraphrase you I just want to use your words as they come out.  By having the copyright on whatever happens in this room that will lead to doing that more easily for things like publications or web reports or those kind of things but then again, it would be ‘Bob’ as opposed to ‘Edward’ if I were to use your words.  If you want to be contacted as to any outputs from this research there is a line there which asks whether you want to be notified and how you want to be notified.  If you want to be notified by text please just make sure I have your mobile number and if you’re not sure you can put it at the bottom of the consent form.  None of your phone number, or address details will be handed out by -it says here ‘me and my assistants’- I don’t have any assistants, so basically whatever, like for instance I think there’s going to be a planned paper coming out in September at a Conference based on some of this.  I will just sent out you know, like I did with other things, ‘blank carbon copy’ so that no-one knows anyone else’s e-mail, but just a notification of the papers at the Conference, you know just to kind of keep you guys up to date of the outcome from it.  And none of that will be given out to anybody else.  And the last thing is that you just understand that you are freely agreeing to participate in it, you understand what it involves and you understand that all the material is protected by a professional code of ethics to protect your confidentiality and anonymity. Any questions?  If you do have any questions, of course you can always contact me afterwards.  Right, if you feel free, go ahead and sign that now, if you want to talk to me about it afterwards we can meet after.  
Right, because people here don’t know each other, we only have two people from the last session who came before, I don’t know if you guys were in the same session or not or different sessions.  Ok.  I guess what we’ll do is a little bit of an ice-breaker, and that’s to go around and say your name and also, maybe because this is going to be a talk about politics, you could talk about when you first became aware of politics - some of you may have heard this story before.  I live in a small village in East Anglia called Wivenhoe and the first time that I became aware of politics was, I think, back in the days of Carter-Reagan - I’m dating myself a little bit here. But I was pretty young at that time and as a young girl I didn’t like Ronald Reagan much, I liked Jimmy Carter a lot better, I don’t really know why I think perhaps it was because he was President.  Anyway, Ronald Reagan was on the screen and I waggled my rear end at him and my Mum was very offended at my behaviour to a presidential candidate so she sent me to bed for the night.  So that was, I think, the first time I realised that political news had consequences.  Later on I became more aware of politics, probably during the Live Aid concerts when people started to work on poverty issues and I realised there was a connection between what people could do to make a difference, making things better.  So, Edward, I’m going to put the pressure on you.
Edward 
I’m Edward, I come from a town on the south east coast.  The first time I became aware of politics, I was quite young and on a school trip and I didn’t realise at the time that there was a different prime minister.  I remembered there being John Major but there was a different person outside the same door and everyone was making was a big ‘hubab’ about it and I was like ‘what’s going on?’ and I didn’t realise what was going on.  I didn’t read the papers apart from what was on the back page - I used to read the sport all the time, so it was the time I finally turned over the newspaper and realised that you read it from left to right.
Moderator
Ok, thank you. George.
George
My name is George.  I’m from +city in Wales+ originally. I first became aware of politics, probably involved in politics about five years ago.  I started reading Welsh history boxes as a hobby because we weren’t taught it in school so I started reading it and it was -Whoa, we weren’t taught this- seeing loads of things that have been done to Wales and then I got angry, politically active from there on.

Lily
I’m Lily, I come from a market town just + direction + of Bristol.  I think I first became interested in politics just sort of, like watching the news everyday at 6.pm.  In our house everyone sits down and watches the news. So yeah, just watching the news and that’s how I became aware of what was going on.
Natalie
I’m Natalie, I’m from + city in Essex +.  I first became aware of politics when my parents sat up and watched the election when Tony Blair became Prime Minister; that was when I was first aware of what was going on.
Alice
I’m Alice and I’m + area + and I first became aware of politics and different views of politics after the Iraq war and the controversies around it.
Anthony
I’m Anthony, I’m from + city in Essex +.  and I became aware of politics in the 2005 election, just talking to my dad.  My dad is quite political - we’re both opposite ends of the spectrum anyway.

Nathan
My name’s Nathan.  I’m from + city in the Midlands + and I guess it was when Tony Blair took power that’s when I paid attention.

Lyle
My name’s Lyle from + city in Canada +. I think the first instance of politics was during the O J Simpson trial when the verdict came out, I remember my parents were -Oh, it’s all politically motivated or whatever and I started to get involved **
Moderator
Right, right, Anna?
Anna
When I was first interested in politics most of you wouldn’t have been born, it was well before your time. My parents were both Conservative so the first time I voted I thought about it, read a little bit about them and voted Conservative because they did and that was the last time I followed them, after that I went my own obviously way and looked into it.  Because you don’t know when you’re young, in those days you didn’t have opinions that much, nowadays everyone has opinions; you’ve all got jolly good opinions, I can see that.  We didn’t really have opinions, you know, my mother and father told us pretty much what to do and we did it.  I remember feeling very, very cross with Margaret Thatcher, absolutely livid with her because she was cutting the poor, attaching the poor, and I felt this is so wrong.  But this last time, it was Labour I was cross with; I was cross with Gordon Brown and the people in the Welsh Assembly - I was cross with the lot of them so that made up my mind to not vote.  I’ve never been a political animal.
Moderator
That’s fine.  So, a little bit more about today.  It’s really just to more about talking about your experiences, so we might have people here from all sorts of political - people who maybe don’t feel political and people from different sides of the aisle.  The aim of this is really selfish for me, it’s not like getting anyone to agree, its to get as much different experience as possible.  So if anyone is talking, maybe there’s a discussion about spending and everyone is saying -we should be doing more spending-  but you think we should cut spending, don’t feel that you can’t say anything because other people are saying something that you don’t agree with - I’m really interested in different views.  And again, it’s not for people to debate back and forth and say who’s right, it’s more just a general discussion.  So there might be things people have in common.  And if someone has something and you feel -that reminds me of something I thought too- please feel free to join in and if you say -I don’t actually agree with that view- I like the opposite, again, that’s also good and I may intervene sometimes to create some space for people to have differing views.  But the idea of today is and I think I may have told some of you when I talked to you, it’s a kind of chronological thing.  I would like to have you go back a little bit in time to the night of the election or the day of the election.  If you did have a chance to vote that’s great, some people had views but did not get to the polls for whatever reason.  I must also say that I cannot ask you to reveal your vote choice to me, it’s a private secret ballot.  At the end of the day you’re going to get paid, no matter what and you have no obligation to reveal if it’s private information about your voting choice. No-one will put pressure on you to say how you voted.  That being said, I would really love to know how you voted but again it’s not a requirement.  So if it’s something you feel comfortable sharing with people, please feel free.  If it’s something you don’t feel comfortable with you’re certainly under no obligation.  So, if we go back to the night of the election or the day of the election if you did have a chance to vote either by postal vote or at the ballot, what was going through your mind, what was the thing that ultimately made up your mind in that direction and the night of the vote did you watch the results, did you see it the night before or the next day and what were your thoughts about the hung Parliament result.  And then we had four or five days of negotiations, and I’d like to get your impressions.  But we’ll take this one at a time, so we’re basically going to go chronologically, so we’ll talk about this one at a time.   So did you follow it, did you just go -well I’ll figure it out- I’ll just turn off the TV until they’ve made up their minds.  And then when the announcement came what was your reaction and then the last thing I want to discuss as we move forward: What implications do you think this is going to have for you, your country, for Wales, for funding, for  services, for whatever you care about.  So that’s kind of the lay of the land as it were.

So, since the part about the voting is voluntary - if somebody would be willing to kind of raise your hand or indicate - sometimes people didn’t vote, like I said -Well you know, people were hassling me vote Labour, vote Labour and I just got fed up and I said ‘no’ I’m not going to vote. So, you don’t have to have voted to participate in this. But would somebody be willing to talk about their - tell us about the day.
George
Well it was a busy day for me.  I’m a Plaid Cymru member so we were active from 5.00 in the morning delivering leaflets and calling people up, it’s us that annoy people.  So obviously I voted Plaid Cymru, I don’t know, there was a bit of controversy on the day with our rivals and some legal stuff going on there but we tried to get people out there but maybe wee didn’t get the right people out.  There was also the issue of all the students in the halls were registered for the first time ever but then a lot of people within the rest of Plaid Cymru weren’t automatically registered - I don’t know why they automatically register some people and not others - there’s controversy with that as well.  So in my thoughts anyway, kind of swayed the vote as well as a lot of people who come in to +area+ and don’t know a lot about Welsh politics in general so if you don’t know about it some people just fear it straight away and go ‘no, no no’, especially when people hear views Welsh extremists and me and stuff like that.
Moderator
So when you put the mark next to Plaid Cymru what is that for you, what are you supporting?

George
I’m supporting my country.  I’m supporting policies that I agree with more -I’m not a socialist - but the policies of New Labour, and looking after the vulnerable in our society especially during the current economic crisis but unfortunately it didn’t go our way and we have a Tory government again.

Moderator
Thank you.

Anna
It hops and jumps.  You have an awful lot of Conservatives ** used automatically have ** something different it’s been like that for years.  You’ve had a good long time with Labour and you’ve had a chance to see what Labour could have done if they wanted to do it but they didn’t tell us about it until the end.  But they could have done it in that time I felt, so naturally it’s Conservative now but the exciting thing is how the Lib Dems - well, you know they’re a sort of mix, nobody’s quite sure what’s coming out of it. Watch this space, I mean it’s much more exciting that just pure Conservatives - they haven’t got the power Conservatives have.

Anthony
I’m quite like George. I voted Tory. But I’d made up my decision I’m a Tory backman for four years so when it came to the ballot box, it was no problems, just to put the ‘x’ there because I’d been campaigning for them anyway. 
Moderator
So that’s your party, that’s where you’re going.
Anthony
Well, I was urging all my friends to vote Plaid. Tories are not going to win here so…
Anna
The reason Mark Williams did so well is because he’s been there several years. I’ve written letters at different times you know, and he’s always answered them - hasn’t agreed with me of course but he’s always answered, politely and nicely. And that says a lot really.  I have done a lot with Plaid as well, living in Wales for most of my life now.

Anthony
The thing is because there’s a massive turnover of students, not knowing so it’s quite astonishing that they got such a big majority among the students.

Alice
We were quite lucky because at my school, they invited all leaders to come and give a political debate for us so we could see all their opinions and ask them questions.  I think the strongest two in the debate were definitely the Plaid Cymru, what’s his name Penri James and Mark Williams, they were definitely the most engaging and the only reason I had a problem with voting Plaid is that I just didn’t think they’d get enough majority to make a difference.
Moderator
Did you get a chance to vote on Election Day Alice?

Alice
Yes, I did and I decided to vote Liberal because I was seeing the candidates and especially I think a lot of the sixth form are quite Liberal.  

Moderator
So were you voting for your local candidate or where you voting with a mind to what was going on.

Alice
Mostly for local.

Anthony
I think you find that with Liberal Democrats. They vote for the local MP especially in the south west, it’s so hard to get rid of Liberal MPs because there’s so good at sticking where they are.
Lily
But quite a few of them did become Conservatives…

Anthony
Yeah, they did, they got rid of four of the really good local MPs.
Moderator
Would anyone else want to share their voting story?

Lyle
Yeah. I voted for kind of the same reason as Alice like I was a more a strategic voter, because I knew like, I thought the Lib-Dems would have a better chance of having a long-term impact.  And I mean like they’re more for proportional representation I’m trying, so I’m basically looking at the long term to see where my vote is going.  Like even though you shouldn’t vote strategically I think that by voting for the Liberal Democrats, at least in the future you won’t possibly have to vote strategically if it was based on individual votes.

Moderator
You’re nodding your head Alice.

Alice
Yes, I was agreeing with the proportional representation.  I just wanted to ask you {points at George, who throws his hands up as if to say ‘I didn’t do anything’ participants laugh} - do you have a Facebook group thing
George
Myself? +name removed+ Facebook Group

Alice
** received a message from **
George
So it could be me then.
Alice
It was something about the alcohol ban wasn’t there-
George
Well it was a Facebook Group that was started +number+ years ago and stuff and people put me down as +role+ and I said -ok. So I sent messages from there and stuff just because we had over 1100 members so that was a good fan base kind of think, so we sent a lot of our messages from there.

Moderator
Voting stories. Sorry, just to get back.
Lily
I had an essay due in the morning so I was finishing that off and doing that.  In the afternoon I was like right, I’m going to sit down and read all the manifestos and decide what to do and the manifestos were just pretty rubbish really.  Apart from in the Conservative there was a lovely picture of Aberystwyth {participants laugh} and a conversation about how 70% of the people live in suburban towns, yeah, I thought it was quite funny.  Yeah, I suppose the main thing I was interested in was their foreign policies rather than kind of the governing policies and there’s just really one page in their manifestos about foreign policies and it’s just broad and doesn’t tell you anything.  They all agree that they’re going to raise foreign aid to 0.7 but if they all agree and it hasn’t happened ** yeah so, in the end I was like I didn’t know what to do so I voted Lib-Dem because everyone else did.
George
Well I found it quite funny, probably just my bias.  A lot of people voted Lib-Dems for specific policies but, uh, and a lot of those policies are now out the window now that they’re in government and they’ve now put them on the back burner. For example, scraping tuition fees, I canvassed +area+ several times and a lot of people had ‘Scrap Tuition Fees-Lib-Dems’ in their window and I said, well you voted for them on that issue, it’s not coming in.

Anthony
Are you ‘for’ scraping tuition fees?

George
Plaid Cymru, yeah.

Anthony
He’s raising them to £3,000 isn’t he.

George
What was that?

Anthony
 He’s raising the tuition fees.
George
That’s the coalition, Labour and Lib-Dems.  We had stick for us not scraping them when we got in 
Anthony
Oh, right, right, right.

George
- and the Lib-Dems said ‘they’re not scraping tuition fees’- they’re in government- but then this is what’s happened.  Not just issues like that but also on stuff like Trident and having public spending cuts, they wanted to wait until next year whereas now they’re in government they want to bring in six billion pound cuts now.

Moderator
Are there other voting or non-voting stories?

Nathan
Yeah, for me, I voted Lib-Dem and like I was really happy that the TV debates happened.  I was disillusioned, like I didn’t like Labour, and the Tories- no, so because of all the hype the Lib-Dems actually got a bit of a following.  I could actually vote for them and feel I wasn’t wasting my vote.

Moderator
Ok.

Lyle
On that point though, I found with the TV debates, like everyone said Nick Clegg was a great speaker but I think that people were enthusiastic about him for the wrong reasons, because he was really- whereas Labour and Conservative were going through their manifestos fact by fact, Nick Clegg was really trying to get out his emotional stories.  Like every debate he was in he would list- I was in pub with some lady in some town and she told me about this story- and he’d repeat these personal stories over and over - he wouldn’t like actually give any hard facts on what he was going to do and I found that’s how he was able to get this-
Anna
He’d got nothing to lose had he really, because anything he said, you know, smashing ideas.  We all like him, we all you ‘yes!’ We all know certain things aren’t possible and once we get down to the nitty gritty it’s not going to be like that.  I think he did a lot for the party.

Edward
I’m sorry I thought a lot of the opinion around here was the fact that he was a ‘very nice man’ but when it came to reading the manifestos, not many people had actually read them.  To be honest I felt that the Lib-Dem main manifesto, the sums did not add up whatsoever.  There was a few billion that was out of range somewhere where they were overspending to make everything lower and there was money missing from the pot.  I’d rather that it was ambiguous rather than trying just to throw figures everywhere and mislead you down the garden path so um.  In the end, in the debates I thought Nick Clegg was a very nice man, probably somebody I’d like to go drinking with, but I didn’t trust him in charge of government.  So I didn’t like Labour any more, I didn’t like how they’d overspent.  Their solution was not to either rein it in or have an actual plan to save the country - it was just -Oh we’ll throw some more money at it and see what happens. So I thought I’d vote Tory this time round.
Lily
Is that really what Labour have done, because I really don’t read that much of what’s going on in the government and stuff to be honest.  So everyone’s like -Ahh, I’m fed up with Labour.  When the Conservatives are in it’s -Ahh, I’m fed up with the Conservatives.  Let’s just have a rant about politics, if we were in government we’d do much better.

Anthony
** in  ten years.  They were creating new jobs and it was -Ooh Gordon Brown and his Chancellor are doing a really good job creating all these jobs but then…
Lily
But how are they supposed to create new jobs they can only provide incentives.

Moderator
 Sorry, sorry, this is really interesting, but I just want to make sure- we haven’t even got past the election yet. Anna did you want to talk about your vote.
Anna
Yes in the end- Gordon Brown put a lot of bills through, pushed them through.  That’s why I wanted to get rid of Labour basically.  Just wanted to get Labour out. This is a two-horse race in a way where we are here in Aberystwyth , we have the Lib-Dems, Mark, everyone loves Mark and then have ** in Plaid ** I thought I’m really going to have to vote Tory, I really want my vote to be a political vote, I want to say that I believe now is the time for somebody else to have a try and maybe there will be one or two things better to come out.  Because you can’t trust politicians on the whole, you know you can’t really trust them ** they have to say they can’t necessarily do it.
Moderator
So you were like Edward, you voted Conservative.

Anna
I voted Conservative, yes.

Edward
I agree with you, a lot of people said it was a two-horse race, especially Mark Williams and I thought that was really arrogant and that actually put me off him from the word go. I just read this apparently ‘hand-written printed letter’ he sent me and he said: ‘You might as well not vote Labour or Conservatives, they’ve no chance here it’s us or Plaid Cymru.’  Well that’s not why I want to vote, I vote for the people and vote for the policies I like and if everybody did that then there would be a different government.  This is the first time with these TV debates where they’ve actually gone - well there are three candidates.

Moderator
And Natalie, I think you’re the only person who hasn’t had…

Natalie
Well I was in + city in Essex + the morning of the election, but I was heading back to Aberystwyth because I was registered in both places so I had to sort of decide where I wanted to vote. But in + city in Essex +, you voted Lib-Dem or nothing it really didn’t matter because Bob Russell has been there MP there for years and will probably will still be the MP there for years so I thought I vote in + city in Wales +and I ended voting Lib-Dem.  I kind of got annoyed by the end buzz, all the stuff they were putting through the door, all these leaflets and I thought, -I’m carrying on voting for you anyway and you’re making me not want to now-. In the end I did vote Lib-Dem.
Lily
What was interesting on the ballot paper was that there was a Williams’ from UKIP party underneath Williams for Lib-Dems, so when we went to go inside -There are two Williams’- like, be careful.  So I imagine a lot of people could have easily gone in and just gone -x- and made a mistake.

Nathan
Yeah, I know two people that did that actually. {participants laugh}
Moderator
Interesting.  So you’ve cast your ballots and it’s now the 9th hour.  Did you follow the news at night or did you mostly find out the result the next day.  Anna, did you watch the news.
Anna
I went to bed about 2.00.  I was interested, really was interested and it looked as though Clegg was getting masses and masses before I went to bed.  And when I woke up **
Moderator
The first few results were all from Sunderland weren’t they.  And you woke up it was the hung Parliament, what was your reaction?

Anna 
In a way I felt sorry because I’m the only person in Wales that likes Cameron. (laughter) I liked him very much, I know some people say about PR ** I liked the way he and his wife went in and* *he’s a family man and maybe he will do something for families. Yes, I hoped he’d get in, but then I thought it isn’t going to actually happen, but maybe the blend, there will be one or two things which will come from that which we may ** whichever party we’ll be pleased to see it coming. There’s only one thing and that’s that we do have to pay the money we’ve borrowed and apparently he left them a note in the Office of the Treasury saying –Sorry so-and-so there’s no money left at all-.   So they come in as a new lot wanting a new start and new things and the last contingent had taken all the cash ** spent it.  That to me seems very, very wrong.  So maybe there will be better end.
Moderator
Other people - did you watch the results?

Lily
No.
Moderator
You just found out about it the next day?
Lily
I’ll find out about it, I’m not wasting my sleep.  The one thing I was concerned about, well not concerned about is that I’ve got a place with an MP in the summer and that’s contingent on whether he was re-elected or not.  But yeah, my flatmate’s very excited about the election so I knew as soon as I woke up he would tell me exactly what was happening and in fact when I turned my phone he’d texted me to inform me what was going on.  But the result the MP who I’ve got my placement with didn’t come through until mid-day and he was re-elected.

Moderator
And have you any thoughts about a hung Parliament - slightly worried, confused…
Lily
No, quite happy.  Yeah, see what happens. I’m quite interested to see how it affects European Union and things because people have had quite different views on that.

Moderator
Anthony, did you watch it?

Anthony
Yeah, I went to bed at about 4.00 and got up at 9.00 again to watch it and I had the TV on whilst I was asleep - I’m an anorak anyway but I sat up and watched it.  As soon as the exit poll came through I was a bit sceptical but turned out to be exactly right- I was -er yeah, give a chance but when Tooting came in and we didn’t win that, I thought -No, it’s going to be a hung Parliament, definitely, the type of seats, Bolton and that we should have been winning we weren’t and I just thought ‘that’s it then’.

Moderator
So what was your reaction when it became a reality - yes it’s definitely going to be a hung Parliament?

Anthony
Well, the country’s fbbb  in the morning.  And I didn’t want to see it because I was getting ready for the May Ball, and I was asleep anyway and I was on my phone and I was keeping up with it.  I don’t know, I feel it was an anti-climax, and I’d done all this campaigning, and I thought it would be a big win, moral was high, and I just thought- well it’s all over now- four years in the making and - oh it’s over in five minutes they voted another prime minister.
Moderator
Alice, did you have a chance to watch it.

Alice
I watched it until midnight to see what the outcome was looking like and two or three of my friends are very, very political and I get regular updates.  I don’t think it was too much of a surprise, like as well we have a very political history teacher and he’s been telling us since September that the likely outcome would be a hung Parliament.  So, it was interesting and it’s nice and I think I prefer to have a hung Parliament, like a coalition government because they’ve a tradition of being so strong. 
Moderator
Daniel what about you?
Daniel
We used it as an excuse to drink, we were sort of 6.30 in the Union watching the result coming in. 

Moderator
In the morning, wow.

Daniel
-Yeah. It was very exciting at the time, there was a lot of cheering. But like it was kind of strange when we first went in at midnight, people were sitting in Labour seats but then like after a few when Labour started losing people were really cheering for the Labour seats.  The prospect of a hung Parliament for me was very exciting because there’s a lot more power for them, the Lib-Dems, to like force through policies that traditionally one or two parties would have ignored like the alternative vote, things like that.
Moderator
Can I ask Edward, what was your reaction?

Edward
Well I was travelling home next day so I stayed up until 5.00 - I had to catch a train.  I watched most of it come in and watched David Dimbleby droop.  I wasn’t too bothered about Sunderland’s the first few seats going Labour because  it was north near the coal mines and you don’t expect them ever to vote Tory ever again and uh.  So yeah, I kept up with it as I was going home.  When I finally worked out it was a hung Parliament I thought it was a bit typical of the country- it seemed like it wanted to change but didn’t know where to turn in the end.  So in the end it could be fantastic but I’m not sure of the two people that came together.  It’s a lot better than Labour and Lib-Dem because they didn’t - I would have felt cheated if the people that got the most votes didn’t have the Prime Minister because it’s not the person that the people wanted and he would have kind of squirreled his way into government.
Lyle
The only thing was that they ** proportional representation, they did get a lot of the votes. It’s just that-
Moderator
Well I think the Tories got 32% and so in terms of proportion and then Labour was 28%. After the elections I have these memorised.  The Lib-Dems were up 1% from last time but they did lose one seat.  Other people’s reactions, George, I take it you stayed up?
George
Yes, I was similar I was in the pub, I think it was 5.00 in the morning that’s the sort of sad person I am, I was anxious about every single one coming through.  To be honest I wasn’t surprised at all at the outcome because many of the polls beforehand were saying - it’s a hung Parliament. And that’s how it turned out. Whether it’s a good thing - I think it is, I think it’s, um, nice to have a bit of something different.  I mean we’ve had a coalition in Cardiff, uh, for three years now and it’s worked quite well.  Whether it will work in Westminster I don’t know because they are quite dissimilar ideologies you know? And I did kind of say at an interview I had last week that I could only see it surviving like until this time next year.  I was watching Newsnight the other night and they had a Tory and a Lib-Dem on there and they were arguing with each other and I was -You’re in government together, stop quibbling, you know.  Whereas in Cardiff we have our disagreements but it’s just kind of like when we’re together don’t argue, you know you’re working together. So I don’t know how it’ll pan out in the end.
Alice
Would you have preferred a Labour-Liberal coalition considering that Plaid would have had to be in it.
George
Well, that’s obviously, having our own MPs in government is probably a better choice for us I mean especially since like we had reports - The Independent did a report and said that just the three Plaid MPs were much harder working than all 60 Liberal MPs put together and I said- ‘Yes’. So it was good to have that. Obviously, I know this isn’t a good thing, but the Daily Mail was backing us - If you vote Tory, vote Plaid and Ceridian.  It didn’t turn out the way we wanted but still.
Moderator
Natalie, were you able to catch any of the election night itself?

Natalie
I went round to a friend’s house and we stayed up all night, so I was up watching it until 8.00 in the morning and then went to my lecture at 9.00 and the guy who sat next to me had, you know, the BBC website on his laptop so we were still watching.  So it was quite exciting but then towards the end, it just, it got really disappointing, it was sort of an anti-climax really when it got to near 8.00 in the morning
Moderator
What are your reactions to the idea on the hung Parliament?
Natalie
Before the election night I was sort of ‘for’ it. But after that that I just thought it was a bit disappointing really in the end, because it was just making more questions without answering them really so I wasn’t too enthused about it.

Moderator
So I want to move forward just a little bit just a couple of days and I’ll start with you Lyle if that’s ok.  There was just four or five days of negotiation.  It’s not something that people in the UK are used to, which is the negotiation for government - you have an election and, basically, people with removal vans are outside within the next, well, day.  And so, when I watched the TV shows there was a lot of hand wringing by news-reporters, how long it was taking.  So that’s what I want to find out, do you people here think that it took too long to get to a decision, did you think it didn’t take long enough, do you think it was about right or didn’t you pay any attention  You might have an interesting take on this.
Lyle
I didn’t think it would take this long as it would take to hand over the briefcase full of money, really.  
Anthony
There’s no money. {participants laugh}

Lyle
No actually I mean, I don’t think it took that long because it was only a week for them to resolve it.  So I mean, if anything when you’re merging like Lib-Dems and Conservatives which kind of have really polar ideologies I think that it was maybe it was a little bit rushed as well because this is the government and you’re basically, you know, compromising by calling your views that you’ve been kind of pushing for the last, I don’t know however long you’ve been campaigning for.   So yeah, I mean, the celebrities, the governments, like it’s really up in the air, and I don’t know how it’s going to work.  I mean I personally think that the Deputy Prime Minister position is just the meanest position given him as the token prize, for, you know.  I think the Conservatives still will have the most power and the Lib-Dems just given some seats.
Moderator
George, what are your thoughts on how long it took?

George
I think maybe it was too quick, I think maybe that was down to Labour because they’re kind were a bit stubborn, - No, no, this is our party- they didn’t really want to talk that much and I think at that point the Lib-Dems kind of panicked and thought -OK we’ll have to go with the Tories because we don’t want a Tory minority government or This is our chance to be in power. With, kind a little bit more time maybe they could have tried to persuade Labour.  But like I said maybe it was down to Labour’s fault for not even trying.

Anthony
I think it had to be quick though because on Election Day there were riots in Greece; Portugal was going to the IMF and so if you look at the markets the next day you needed a stable government to come in whether it be a coalition.  So over the weekend they had to form a government to say to the Markets- to put confidence back in.  I was quite astonished by the public’s reaction; Ok fair enough they all voted for a Hung Parliament but then you get -Ooh, they’re doing all backroom deals! Well, that’s what you get when you get a hung Parliament; Nick Clegg and William Hague doing these backroom deals.
Moderator
Anna, did you feel they took too much time or about right.

Anna
I got a bit cross really, Labour hanging on a bit.  I felt they were trying all ways to try and get in power.  And people did say when Gordon had gone that he was really just sitting there holding on to the place until it was decided.  But I did feel quite angry.  I shouldn’t have been angry but I was.  Quite unreasonable to be angry really, ‘that man, he’s lost, he’s lost!’ the whole thing was taking a bit of time.  But I was glad that Cameron had got the majority of the votes in the country really and I was glad that he did actually get into No.10- when he actually went in it was -Phew, I can forget about politics now until the next time.
Anthony
Until next year. (laugh)

Lyle
Yeah, I think I wish the whole negotiation process had been more transparent.  Because it did feel like it was a big secret, what was going on behind closed doors. I think that’s what got people agitated because  Nick Clegg would come out and be like -Yeah, negotiations are going fine- and then you’d find out there’s another behind the Tories and there was the stuff with Labour.  And like, nobody really knew what the compromise was.  I don’t know, if they had kind of opened it up to show how they were negotiating the public might have been more …

Moderator
Anyone else want to comment on how long it took?

Lily
I’ve not really many thought on how long it took but I don’t see why everyone’s that bothered about a minority government like why not give it a go, we’ve had one before     a hundred years ago, like, yeah everyone seemed to think that that’s what was needed. I couldn’t see why you couldn’t have a minority government I mean it is a possibility
Anthony
It wasn’t that long ago, 1974.
Lily
I don’t know anything about politics.

Moderator
Probably before you guys but yeah, in terms of history…Anyone else on how long, did anyone get frustrated?
Natalie
I didn’t think it took long enough because I don’t think there was enough time to consider. When Gordon Brown resigned, I don’t think that was given enough consideration by anyone really.  I do feel that the Lib-Dems  rushed into a deal and I know everyone was getting really annoyed, and it was annoying, with it but no-one really knew what was going on but if it had to take longer to get a better solution then it should have done.

Moderator
Alice, have you any thoughts?

Alice
I agree with you in what you said, in terms of bringing it together this was about right.

Moderator
Edward, did you have opinions on how long it took?

Edward
Well it was naturally going to take at least a while because you either had somebody who wasn’t willing to make concessions to the Lib-Dems or two completely different ideologies. So there was going to be concessions on one side that took negotiation- the bit that worried me is that because people had voted Conservative and Lib-Dems and there’s no money in the pot and everything, people are naturally going to have a dim view when it comes to all these cuts and high taxes but they just have to bear in mind that it’s going to take a while for the country to re-build itself.

George
Wasn’t it the Governor of the Bank of England who said that whoever gets into power this time round will set the debt for the next generation.
Anthony
Can I just ask- whoever voted Lib-Dems - Do you feel betrayed by the Lib-Dems for going to coalition with the Tories.
Alice
No.
Lily
No.
Natalie
Yes.
Daniel
I did originally…

Moderator
So shall we talk about the coalition and maybe Daniel and Natalie can give reactions… Daniel do you want to continue like when the coalition as announced..
Daniel
Yeah, I definitely felt betrayed but then by reading the agreement they came to I think that the policies I was happy to vote for have kind of got in and there’s definitely room for them and some of the ones that I didn’t agree with like Trident have been scrapped so I’m pretty happy with the coalition.

Moderator
Natalie you said ‘yes’ in answer.

Natalie
I would really never vote Conservative, it just goes against everything I believe in.  I did feel- I felt a bit guilty because I felt that I’d contributed to it by voting Lib-Dem and that’s not what I wanted to feel when I voted for a party who’s policies I didn’t sort of agree with.  So I wasn’t too happy with it really.

George
I grew up with both my parents being Liberal so I was naturally was Lib-Dem, but obviously went my own way after a while.  But my father always said to me -I would never vote Tory in my life, I would be unhappy with another Tory government-.  And when it came to the day, I was texting my father and said -How are you today Tory? And he said: No, no, Gordon’s quit now so there’s still room for negotiation with Labour.
Daniel
Do you think a lot of people like on Facebook were like -Nick, don’t deceive us don’t go with the Tories, don’t condemn us.  But I think those people could have easily just sent an e-mail to their local MP and said -Look we voted for you, and we want you to do ‘this’ rather than just moaning about it to their friends.

Anthony
Well the Lib-Dems in the next election will be really scared of these Lib-Lab marginals because a lot of their supporters are powerful lefties, they’re going to vote Labour if they feel betrayed.
Moderator
So, when the coalition was announced, because as someone mentioned, it could have been a minority government, were people surprised it was a full blown coalition with mixed members in the cabinet?
Lyle
I was surprised because it did seem to like go back on Nick’s whole campaign.  I can appreciate the compromises that they made, a lot of the bullet point subjects are still there.  I’m not sure what they’re staying power is, like how solid, that they want to happen will actually happen.  We still have the majority Conservatives so we’ll have to wait and see how it turns out.

Moderator
For those of you who voted Conservative, were you expecting a minority government?

Anthony
I would have gone for a minority but I don’t mind the coalition I think it will make a stable government and I think it will last five years, I don’t want it to, I’d rather have another election, but I think it will last five years.

Moderator
Edward, how about you, what was your reaction?

Edward
It’s only been recently that I’ve really had to read up on it again and the bit that really annoyed me was that they’ve put the scraping of the Human Rights Act on the back burner again.  Because I’ve been really, growing up and you’ve noticed that suddenly you’re not allowed to say anything - you have to say ‘chalkboard’ instead of ‘blackboard’ - it’s becoming stupid.

Lily
Really?- you have to say that? Or is that just-
Edward
-apparently so.  It’s just an example right. 

Moderator
So, on the coalition, sorry, remind me again.

Edward
I’m more or less ‘for’ it but I want to see more concessions being made by the Tories in order to pander to the Lib-Dems to keep it going so I want to see how it evolves really.

Moderator
Over time? Yeah. Anna what was your reaction to the full blown coalition, Liberals and Conservatives in the same government?

Anna
I was disappointed in a way I like some of the things the Conservatives wanted to do and I thought that won’t happen now.  But I had to admit that Nick Clegg had made a pretty good impression on me, in spite of being very adapting, being a politician and I think the two men get so well together.  One newsreader said to them -Have you noticed you get on so well together but you don’t get on so well with your parties.  They don’t want to lose their parties out of this.  It is a joining together that has got all sorts of problems, well you know how they fought over things in the debate-.
Moderator
Alice, your reactions to the announcement of the coalition.

Alice
I was actually a bit sceptical about the Lib-Dems a few days before.  Mark Williams has got a ** I think it will be a stronger match actually I think than the Labour and Liberals would have been.  People forget that the parties, originally, they had quite- were quite similar, throughout history they’ve been more similar I mean than this Labour government, the radical one.  I think people forget that just because the Lib-Dems have been in the background for so long, and as well, sort of being a Liberal supporter it’s nice that, you know, for the first time since they lost power in 1922 they’ve really come back.

George
I kind of disagree on that point because I thought Tories and Liberals were the different ends until Labour came about…
Moderator
Well, Labour was more left and then Labour increasingly moved to the centre so the Liberal Democrats I think looked a lot more left than either Labour or the Conservatives but that wasn’t always where they sat.
Nathan
One thing I think they do have in common is like they were both like kind of against the ‘big nanny’ state, like roll back the ID cards, more civil liberties, more rights to protest,  whatever, very similar Tory-Lib-Dem actually.
Moderator
So in terms of the coalition and some of the policy announcements.  One of the proposals has been a fixed five-year term unless there is a No Confidence vote.  The idea would be, it has to be passed yet, but it would be primary legislation and the next election would be the first Thursday in May 2015.  People’s impressions, thoughts?  Do you like the idea of a definite fixed date in the future for an election or do you have concerns, do you like the idea of a government, you know, being able to call an election when they see fit.  Do you have any thoughts on that?

George
Myself anyway I think that five years may be a bit too long but then if your party is in it may be a bit too short.  Here anyway in Wales we have our local elections, every four years, we have European elections every for years and our Welsh Assembly elections every four years.  In 2015 we have both the Assembly and the General Election which will be a disaster because what the Assembly does is different to Westminster.  Some people are confused already in Wales when they watch the news and they go - Oh no, we going to have to pay for prescription charges - actually no, in Wales you don’t but they’re watching English news.  When it comes to 2015 they’re going to be extremely confused because they’ll be talk about halving education and that’s totally a devolved area. 
Moderator
With the debates **-
George
Exactly, because obviously Plaid Cymru were out of the debates last time and you never heard anything about Wales in any of the three debates.  Well, next time round is Plaid going to be involved because we’re in government.  We are the second largest party in the Welsh Assembly before the Tories and the Liberals so what’s going to happen there really.

Moderator
Any other thoughts or concerns?

Lily
I thought they did have some separate debates?

George
Yeah, but I mean if you go down the border, I know people on the border actually watched them.  If you go down to Manche or  ** or Powys they get all their TV signals from England so they would never watch them.

Moderator
Fixed terms..?

Lyle
Yeah, coming from Canada, like the Prime Minister can dissolve the Parliament whenever he feels he’s going to get voted out.  So I’m all for fixed terms because, you know, the people do have more of a say in who’s running the government, it’s not just whenever they feel like stepping down.

Moderator 
Other thoughts?
Natalie
Five years is too long.  It seems like it’s sort of trying to get in to stay without the possibility of anything interrupting that and I don’t think that’s right really.

Lily
I don’t mind at all, whichever way it goes.  There are so many different states that elections every, every 7 years, 4 years, every 3 years, so whatever, I don’t mind at all.

Anna
It’s always been in the hands of the Prime Minister to declare hasn’t it - ‘y’ is going to be the day we go to the country.
Lily
But there also like, beforehand there’s so much… Oh, we think it’s going to happen so if the Prime Minister is saying -It’s actually going to happen on ‘this’ date, the likelihood of him getting elected is then, he may just as well have handed it to other people on a plate.  I really don’t mind…
Moderator
Anthony and Edward?
Anthony
It’s worked for the past 200 years so why change it, the Prime Minister ** going to the polls.
Edward
I honestly don’t have an opinion on it.  The ability to dissolve Parliament means you can call an election when you want.  They say Gordon Brown’s downfall that he didn’t call a snap election

Moderator
-in 2007, yeah.
Edward
- but it seems, like it  was a bit riding on PR, on public opinion - if you’re at your top you can ride it again, see if you can get another four or five years out of it.
Anthony
If it was a hung Parliament now and it was a Tory minority government there’d be an election in say by December - if that was again a fixed term Parliament you’re not going to get another election because you’re going to have a minority government or a hung Parliament or whatever…
Moderator
Well, one of the other things that they’ve suggested is to make the No Confidence vote to raise the threshold.

Lily
What is a No Confidence vote?

Moderator
-50%+1 to 55% of the House - do you have any thoughts on that?

Nathan
Yeah, I was a bit confused that they can actually do that just out of nowhere, just say -ok we’re going to change this - it makes us more secure.  I found that a bit strange.
George
It’s like we haven’t got a written constitution so they can do whatever they wish.

Lily
So that would be a Bill that would have to be passed through Parliament so Parliament would have to agree to raise -Oh ok.

Moderator
So it would be like the fixed date, there would be primary legislation and people would have to vote on it, talk about it.  But it would just make it more difficult again to dissolve the government.

Natalie
I don’t think it’s fair on the country really.  I think its definitely another way of being able to hold on to power for as long as possible, I don’t think that’s fair, I don’t think that’s what people voted for.
George
I think June every four years, that would be a good one.  Because June is like when the exams, essays…(laughter)

Moderator
So, in terms of another idea I’ve seen floated is the idea of a referendum on an alternative vote.  So I was wondering if people were in favour.  Do you want to see a referendum on changing the electoral system?  Anthony, I see you’re shaking your head, you like first past the post.
Anthony
Well you may say I’m still a Tory but- Labour want it - first past the post, and I want it - it’s just tradition, we always had it and it’s more European all that voting stuff, keep it first past the post.  It’s worked till now-
Moderator
So you’d vote ‘no’ if there was a referendum.  Do you want to see it, do you think there should be one. 
Anthony
Oh, yeah, give it to the country - we’ll make our case, Lib-Dems and Labour will make their case – but this will be the first big test of the coalition and this is where they could split.

Moderator
Anyone else on changing the voting system?

George
I think, let the Lib-Dems solve that one because the AV system, none of them want it - the Tories don’t want it because they don’t want change at all and the Liberals don’t want it because they want PR so they’ve kind of sold themselves out there, they’re going for something that neither of them want.
Anthony
It is a form of PR though.

George
Yeah but it’s not really a good form really - it’s not representative of what the whole of the UK votes for and with PR its more, every vote counts and I prefer to see that.

Anthony
They want STV don’t they, the Lib-Dems.
Lily
I think it’s really difficult with a referendum because I’m study politics and I don’t know what these guys are talking about. (laugh)   Its so, like- a lot of people, if they’re told -‘this is a good thing, it will mean you’ll get your voice heard more’ people will say ‘yes, fine we’ll vote for it’ and if people are told ‘Oh well this is a bad thing because blab bla bla- like   a lot of people in the country still think they’ve voted for the Prime Minister - no-one voted for the Prime Minister, it’s the parliamentary system - that’s not what happens.  So at the same time you shouldn’t not allow people to have an opinion so I think part of me is worried that the way that it’s reported, people don’t actually what’s going on or that there will be so much reporting that people won’t know where to look.
Anthony
That’s the thing about democracy - if you don’t understand it you go out and learn about it.  That’s what people should be doing.

George
Ah come on! The majority of people….

Anthony
I know
the majority of people don’t think like that..

Nathan
We can easily simplify it and like make it easier for the tabloids rather than **….
Lily
  ….. read the children’s Osborne book about Politics and Government.

Moderator
I have had people saying in another group, when there was a discussion and there was a lady who just said -I don’t know what anybody here is talking about and if you asked me to vote on something now I would just say ‘no’ because I don’t know what the alternative vote is and I don’t know the difference between alternative vote and alternative vote plus one and single transferable voting- and it gets complicated so you know, I think that sounds like this is really complicated.
Nathan
It does need to be made simpler if people are going to vote on it.  Because I don’t see how the public can make a decision if they don’t understand it and that’s going to be important.

Moderator
So, thinking ahead, in six months’ time or a years’ time - if I gave you sort of a scale that said - very pessimistic -cautiously pessimistic – ‘meh’ – {participants laught} - cautiously optimistic or quite optimistic.  Or you know, you can use your own phrases there but looking ahead, how does this government, the coalition, where is it indicating it would go- understanding that we’ve got the big crisis facing us with the economy and other problems as well.
Lily
I don’t like the term ‘big crisis’.

Moderator
Which one?

Lily
Big crisis. I know it’s very hard for a lot of people but I studied international politics in the Third World and I disagree that there’s a big crisis.  I haven’t got an opinion yet because I’ve got this placement for six weeks in Westminster - I’m going to be asking very, very many questions to find out what I think which isn’t very helpful for your research (laugh).  

Moderator
So you’re undecided.

Lily
I’m undecided but I’m planning on going there and asking many questions, finding my way around.
George
To me, I’m quite pessimistic but that’s because I’m Welsh and Wales is a very Tory country and neither is our Scottish brother either.  Because they’re talking about big public sector cuts, it’s going to affect the Celtic fringe a lot more than England.  Especially like in Wales where we’re almost 10% unemployment, if they’re going to do public service cuts in Wales we’ve got a third of the workforce working in the public sector, in Ceredigion we have 60%  working in the public sector so that’s a hell of a lot more unemployment in Wales and I’m not looking forward to it at all.  The good thing to come out of this government is- a lot of Scottish people hate the Tories and of course Alex Salmond wants a referendum on independence and the Tory government coming in is going to help a hell of a lot.

Anthony
Well it’s got to pass Holyrood first-
George
It’s going to be like it was before, you know, when we had a referendum in 1979 people were like -Ohh, shall we have devolution- then eighteen years of Tory government then we kind of went -Actually we don’t want this to happen again, yes, we’ll have our own devolved institutions.  We’ve got a Tory government now, that’s going to split us apart…

Moderator
So you’ve got dark clouds but you’re looking for silver linings?

George
Yes, please.

Edward
I’m cautiously optimistic. I just want to see where it goes to be honest. 
It’s a new government, new change, I just want the chance to see where it goes before I start casting doom and gloom over everything for the next five years.
Moderator
Or being you know, sort of just giddy about new thinking.

Edward
Yeah, I’ll wait a little before I start with the clapperboard saying ‘The end is nigh’.
Moderator
How about you, Anna, on like where things are going.
Anna
I can’t see it being very comfortable for people who don’t have an awful lot of money.  Once you have come to a certain pensionable age perhaps this government will feel that they can’t afford to pay people’s pensions you know, they may have to cut the pension down a bit - maybe pension credit will go - mortgages - things like that which are life-savers.  I’m hopeful, I’m always hopeful because I’m an optimist and I can’t help being optimistic.  I’ve got new face to look at … after Gordon Brown - I preferred to look at Cameron, but I am hopeful that there may be new ideas coming through now and people will have more chance.  I like referendums; they never gave us one about going into Europe, they said they would, they promised it and when they got into power that went -no, no.  They signed it for us, they’d sign away our sovereignty.  Now people where I live in Aberystwyth a lady came to me yesterday and she said, I’d told her about the politics debate, -Well- she said -I’ve just read about this person in the paper and she set fire to her husband in India or somewhere and he died and she fled the country because they let her off on bail, she fled the country and came to Britain and now she’s getting £300 a week and all the benefits she can possibly get to keep her happy and well-.  This lady said to me ‘It’s unfair, it’s more money than people get who are working in this country.  there’s things like that that are a bit unfair and this is what they major on, the normal people in the streets they major on this.  I’m not saying that I do particularly, I love the feeling that people are kept safe and well and not allowed to starve in this country. And on the whole we’ve not so many people starving on the **, there’s always a few but not so many.  So, what am I trying to answer?
Moderator
Yeah you said that you’re a natural optimist so you’re taking that forward…
Anna
The lady said to me she said - You ought to bring that up she said, you know.  This is what we expect from a government is that there’s fairness and that people who come in from outside shouldn’t necessarily have more than the people who already live there and try to work and can’t get a job and all these things, you know.  Because we’ve all got our own opinions about the people around us haven’t we.  They’re not necessarily my opinions, they’re hers.

Moderator
OK, we’ll note that. Lyle, looking forward, if you had a crystal ball?

Lyle
I’m just waiting to see what happens because at this point I just want to see how the two parties are going to interact with each.  We don’t know too much about how they’ll get on.  Yeah, I’m optimistic, it looks like they’re willing to work together and they weren’t forced into a coalition government.

Nathan
I’m going to say I’m cautiously optimistic.  I’m thinking it’s looking slightly progressive like there’s a lot of Green policies in there, a return to like more civil liberties and definitely a welcome change from Blair.  The last few years of Labour most of us have suffered.  For five years, we can handle that, it should be good for us.
Moderator
Good, thank for that. Anthony, how about you?

Anthony
Cautiously optimistic, hopefully it’ll work.  Europe and the AV referendum will be the big test because I mean especially on Europe - especially for the Tories I mean it rips them apart doesn’t it-  the Lib-Dems they’re very pro-European, the Tory anti-European and the next year is going to be tough on the country, David Cameron has been honest about that - age of austerity - so it’s going to be tough, buckle our belts and see how it goes.
Moderator
Alice?
Alice
Well for me, I’ve been brought up left wing and most people I know are left-wing so we’ve all grown up with this ‘terrible Tory government of the eighties’.  One of my friends genuinely thought that the Conservative Party was called the ‘Blue Party’.  I’m hopeful and willing to give them a chance.
Moderator
Good, Natalie.

Natalie
I’m pessimistic in some ways but optimistic in others.  I’m not sure whether it’ll be stable the situation it’s in at the moment but I think that maybe with time or give Labour a chance to re-group and get a stronger leader then maybe that will work out better in the future. 

George
I think there’s going to be caution anyway for me anyway with the past because the Liberals didn’t want to go with the SMP in Scotland only because of one issue they wouldn’t go into government with them and in Wales the Labour-Liberal coalition collapsed in 2002 I think and during the last summer elections they couldn’t decide which coalition to go with, do we go for a rainbow coalition with Plaid or the Tories and they just went agghh….  So it hasn’t really been good for them in the past, so how long is this going to last.

Moderator
Lily - Oh, we started with you. All right, I just wanted to make sure I’ve got people’s thoughts.   Well, this has been really interesting, I hope you guys have found this interesting too, and it hasn’t been too painful to sit and look at the gorgeous weather outside and be here instead.   What’s circulating right now is just an acknowledgment of payment because I have to show to effect that I didn’t just abscond with these envelopes of cash.  So if you could just sign that before you leave.  And otherwise, if you just want to leave your consent form and you can get in touch with me by phone or e-mail at any time with any questions.  And as I said the first draft publication will probably be around September. 
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