Wales pre 1



2010 Qualitative British Election Study

Wales Pre-election Focus Group 1
Public version
This transcript is based on the audio recording of a focus group held in Aberystwyth, Wales on 24 April ‎2010 before the 2010 General Election. All participants’ names have been changed and any direct or indirect identifiers removed to protect their anonymity. 
Copyright of this transcript belongs to Dr. Kristi Winters. Individuals may re-use this document/publication free of charge in any format for research, private study or internal circulation within an organisation. You must re-use it accurately and not present it in a misleading context. You must acknowledge the author, the QES Britain project title, and the source document/publication.
Conventions used

We have used ** to indicate words, phrases or sentences which we could not hear. 
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Moderator
Think I’ll stick it in the middle of the room ‘cause I am more interested in what you guys have to say more than what I have to say. Ummm and that you’re your part.. your vol… your participation is voluntary so for some reason if you decide you’d like to withdraw um and leave the room {laughs}, which nobody has but, uh you do have that right. Umm and but anything that you’ve contributed, I will still probably yeah I’ll be able to use up until the time that you leave. The information and the videos, the transcriptions I should say, and the video/audio recordings I’m planning on depositing with the UK Data Archive. That doesn’t mean it can be uploaded on the web, and it won’t be on television. Instead it’s going to be housed so that other researchers in the future can come and watch these tapes or listen to the recordings, but um just as we’ve agreed here that your confidentiality and your anonymity will be protected, anyone who wants to use these tapes in the future will also have to protect your confidentially… confidentiality and anonymity. Alright? Umm the other thing that I am asking when you sign this over is to assign me copyright to your words and that’s not so I can sort of take it out and make lots of money but rather um, you know if you say something and you phrase it in a way that I think is very interesting then I don’t want to have to paraphrase you, um having copyright for your words just allows me to pull your words out of the tape and, and use it in any sort of research or findings that come out of this , as a, as a result. Umm so by signing this, you are signing a copyright of your words over to me for the use of, of academic publications, and on the sheet you can also indicate if you want to be contacted, um you know if there’s infor… there’s publications or any kind um other um outputs of this research you can just indicate how you would like to be contacted um but those personal details that you provide will stay with me and me alone. Um and then finally **** agree to, to participate uh freely and that you’ve been explained uh these kinds of things including copyrights and confidentiality, so does anyone… what are, what are your questions about the consent form?

{Silence}

Moderator
That’s ok? Alright, fabulous

{participant clears throat}

Moderator
Right, so we have to do that bit now where we have the horrible ice breakers, ‘cause we’re going to be talking for the next hour and a half so we want to learn a little bit about each other. Umm what I’d like if you could do is uh tell us your name, uh a little bit about you and sort of like you know if you’re working or if you’ve got kids or what your, what your life is like, shortly right now and also maybe how you first became aware of politics. So, in fairness I’ll start and then we’ll move this way so Nathan you’ll have to think quickly, uh but again um my name’s Kristi. I’m um I live uh in uh just outside of Colchester in a town called Essex and I’m interested in social research. Uh I am partnered, no children umm and working full time and I think the f…. {sigh} I remember when I was a little girl actually seeing the Carter-Reagan television debate um and uh I, I remember it because I remember not liking Ronald Reagan um even as a child and I kind of wiggled my rear end at him and my mom was so offended she sent me to bed, so at a very early age I was punished for my political views. No… um but the time I think I really started to become aware of politics per se was during Live Aid and the idea that people could kind of come together and actually do something about… something you know I think that’s when I first started not just being sort of like yeah politics is out there but it’s something that you can actually work on. Right? So, uh Dan?

Nathan
Ok, yeah. My name’s Nathan uhhh, I’m a graduate student +location+ in the department of uh politics. I live in +city in Wales+. I guess I’ve been in the UK and Ireland for about +number of years+ now and, and I guess I first became interested in politics perhaps at the first Gulf War because I do remember discussing that in classrooms and things when that was going on because I was about eleven?

Moderator
Hmmm

Nathan
Um so this was around the age when I guess people started talking about stuff like that. Umm… and perhaps beyond that it was the Somali intervention in like ’92-’93 because I remember being shocked by the images of the, the dead American soldiers being dragged around…. 

Moderator
Ahhh

Nathan
And I remember that was really something that stimulated like I want to know, like why this happened, what was going on, like how did those things um take place, why were people doing this, um why were the Americans there ****** {coughing, inaudible} So I think that was where….. 

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
that first interest in politics was from

Moderator
Yeah, thank you

{Coughing}

Lily
Oh sorry, I’ve got a cold

{Coughing}

Lily
Umm, my name’s Lily. I’m in my second year +location+ studying international politics. Umm….. I …. I think I always watched the news with my dad um from a very young age.

Moderator
Ok

Lily
Um ‘cause it’s always on at six o’clock that we watch so I’ve always been quite interested in it and um I suppose I really got into like um fair trade and sort of like Blue Peter appeals and sort of like helping people and stuff and um that’s kind of how I became interested in it and so I’m studying uh the Third World and kind of um…. those sort of things about like justice and, and sort of equality and stuff like that

Moderator
Ok.

Lily
So yeah.

Moderator
Thank you. Joe.

Joe
My name’s Joe, uh I live +location+, um I work as a +position in the medical profession+ in +city in Wales+, uh I’ve got a partner with two children. Um, I first got interested in politics, I think ‘cause me dad used to work in the Home Office and so he was always involved, interested in politics although it wasn’t partisan in any way he was very middle of the road but there was always a kind of awareness of politics at home. So I think that’s {loud door banging} where I got an interest {loud door banging}
{Katt enters the room and sits down}

Joe
**** as I grew up I got interested in sort of Green, left of centre politics.

Moderator
Um ok great. Uhhhh {inaudible, noise} Uhhh Richard… or Ed {inaudible}

Richard
Uh yeah, I’m Ed um {coughing} uh I just finished studying +location+ in the department and I’m working part-time, it’s um, no I should say I am working for um the local MP…

Moderator
Oh right

Richard
…within a, a non-political job, I’m not a member of his party so that’s uh that’s what I’m doing. I think my first, my first memory of politics was 1987 General Election and I remember thinking that I quite liked Margaret Thatcher and I spent most of the rest of my life trying to, trying to atone for that.

Moderator
Umm hmm

Richard
That, that’s **** but I think the first time I really got enthusiastic about politics was um when I was a student, at ahh, do.. a… as an undergrad.

{Silence}

Moderator 
So umm Katt, we’re just going around, saying our names, a little bit about ourselves and then how we first became aware of politics, but if you want we can maybe go to Paula. 

Katt
Yeah that would be great ****

Moderator
Yeah {Laughter}

Katt
I’ve just got to get something to drink actually 

Moderator
Yes, yeah

Katt
‘cause I’ve just nearly broken my neck getting here. The traffic is appalling.

Moderator
Oh no. Um ok?

Lila
Uh, I’m Lila. It’s been uhhh a year and a half since I moved to +city in Wales+. I **** international relations, my husband is studying +location+. Umm I have two children {coughing} and um the first time I came into uhh the concept of politics I guess it was a very young age. My uhhh, my father’s ummm family’s from +country in Latin America+ and because of the dictatorship all of them had to immigrate to Canada +personal identifier+. So at a very earlier age I was uhh introduced to politics. Don’t.. read the news anymore, the newspapers, but on the internet all the time 

Moderator
Hmmm

Lila
So…

{Silence}

Moderator 
Yes, so we’re like…

Katt
*** I’m the last one, ok. 

{Sigh from unknown}

Katt
I know some of the people here, but not all. I’m Katt and I work +location+ um and um I’m from Northern Ireland and when I first became aware of politics I suppose would have been when was a very small child… probably about three or so ah within… or um.. knowing that my mother was very anxious about my father getting home from work, because we lived near the border and in the 1950s, which this was, um the IRA had a bombing campaign along the border and my father had to cross the border to get home, so that’s when I first became aware of politics.

{Silence}

Moderator 
Right. Really great, interesting um comments and thank you very much for sharing. Um the, the first thing that I want to kind of talk about, a little bit, um and have everyone make a contribution, is just about the, the current general election which is what most of this discussion is going to be about. So, in terms of this election you know either people are very busy, um people have lives and um you know uh there’s a lot of stuff going on, but um are you spen… are you following the election? Is it something that you can just check on on a regular basis or um every day and um so the first question is basically, you know, do you have much time to follow the election? Uh and what are some of your thoughts about how it’s going so far? So since we started with Nathan {gestures to Nathan}, I’m going to come back and ask if Lila will start {gestures to Lila}.

Lila
Umm following of **** in parts lately um looking to pretty much the different parties and um brings me back to home. I come from +province+ in Canada {coughing, inaudible}**** when I first came here I never thought I would see so many similarities that we have +personal identifier+ +province in Canada+ with the Independence Party and everything so and following through each party seeing what they…  what’s their goals and everything and I realise that there is a lot of similarities and it’s funny being an ocean across and…

Moderator
Yeah

Lila 
…all the time all the same subjects they always come back.

Moderator
And is it from… through television, radio, newspaper or internet?

Lila
Uh internet and television mainly

Moderator
And internet sites, are they news sites?

Lila
Um basically the B….

Moderator
BBC 

Both
BBC News site

Moderator
Ok, alright, yes. Umm hmmm.

Katt
Um yes I’m following it, um but I’m kind of following it at two levels 

Moderator
Ok

Katt
Umm because I am no longer entitled to vote in Northern Ireland I vote here, which um doesn’t entirely make sense to me but that’s the way the law is so I vote here and I’m… so following what’s going on here and uh in terms of who’s standing in this constituency and so on and who I am going to vote for and I have to say, I am very puzzled at this point in time. Um there are certain no-nos but there are others that you know, that are contenders and I’m kind of looking at them and their… the no-nos that are no-nos are, are no-nos because of their policy in relation to Northern Ireland, um largely, but also, I mean, their politics are not really my politics, but for example, the Conservative Party have uh A) campaigned for the first time in Northern Ireland in this election but secondly they have announced that, I mean I think rather stupidly given it’s their first time campaigning in Northern Ireland, they have announced that the **** to Northern Ireland in their view is overgenerous and if they get elected can they’ll cut it, which does seem a bit kind of like, **** like in terms of policy but you know. So, so I’m following what the parties are saying {coughing} in Northern Ireland as well as here, um which is kind of um an interesting fact of devolution if you move around the UK. You suddenly end up having to figure out an election um from somewhere that you don’t really have a primary interest in, but there we are.

Moderator
Umm right. And how are you following, is it through the internet or newspapers that you’re reading….

Katt
Uhhh, I, I’m addicted to Radio 4 so I listen to Radio 4, I um ah, digitalization has impacted on my TV viewing rather drastically and so I watch when I can on TV but I have to say I am, I really… having lived in the United States and lived through elections in the United States, I really can’t bear to watch television debates so I haven’t been watching them, I’ve been… I, I recognise that you’re saturated with them anyway afterwards so I think you don’t need to watch them because you’re going to be sick listening to them anyway.

Moderator
Yeah…. And in terms of like your general reaction so far, um are you… you’re, you’re still making up your mind basically…

Katt
Well, I mean… a large part of me is tempted to write a short essay on my ballot paper saying why they’re all, you know, a crock of you-know-what, and really, you know I really wouldn’t want to vote {laughing} for any of them. So I’m starting from that position to, to then thinking well, you know, my ancestors in the, the suffragette movement fought to get me a vote so I should use it more responsibly but I’m fairly alienated I’d have to say…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
… at this point…. anyway, even apart from the devolution issues. 

Moderator
Um yeah right. Thank you. Richard.

Richard
Um yeah well I’ve been, I have been following the election, uh quite a lot, mainly through uh, uh the internet news sites and uh through radio, and I watched the, I watched the first leaders debate and listened to the, to the second one on the radio and um in terms of I mean, I’m not, I’m not particularly wedded to any of the major political parties so I mean it’s been, it’s been quite interesting how it’s, how it’s turned out, quite unexpected I think with the, with the Lib Dems doing much better than, than uh anybody expected them to. Um and I, I’ve pretty much decided who I’m going to vote for partly ‘cause my job depends on it {laughter from everyone} but I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t describe myself as a natural Liberal Democrat, definitely.

Moderator
Good. Joe.

Joe
Yeah I, I’ve followed very much… Um I’m actively involved in the Plaid Cymru campaign uh locally uh, um so, I’ve followed the election a lot. I… it’s funny I don’t follow so much the TV as, as I would’ve done once ‘cause, you know, the, the internet age, I, I, I follow a lot on, on the internet and blogs in particular, I, I read a lot of blogs because I’m, like you know blogs that will kind of say things that I think are interesting whereas TV is just all a bit kind of crass and mainstream now I find. I, I do watch the leadership debates and I’ll watch the, the next one but, I don’t get so much out of the news anymore really. I, I do prefer to listen… to, to do it on the internet and put it on the internet and also Radio 4’s good as well. But you know, I, I’m very interested in it.

Moderator
And in terms of your election how do you think uh the, the campaign’s going so far. You’ve got, I mean you’re kind of… You know where… how you’re going to be voting. So um in term…. Do you feel like things are going well for the party that you support? Um where you… um here….

Joe
Yeah um I mean it’s typical… as, as, from…. past Plaid Cymru and the other minority parties, it’s very difficult to deal with this kind of overwhelming you know like “Clegg Mania” and this overwhelming UK coverage it’s very difficult to combat that for, for Plaid Cymru, SNP, Greens and all these, these parties um and it’s a question of how that will play out really but, but locally I, I, I think it’s very good, yeah, in terms of……..par… small parties I think try to combat the media thing by working very hard on the ground, knocking on doors and that sort of thing.

Moderator
Right. And we’re going to talk about that sort of like you know the challenges that national parties face or the smaller… you know like the, the ones that aren’t getting all the attention.

Joe
Mmm Mmm

Moderator
Um so that’s something that will come up when we discuss a bit more.

Joe
Mmm

Moderator
Um Lily
Lily
Um… mainly my friends are very interested in it and talk about it and so I pick things up. I watched the first forty minutes of the first leader’s debate and then turned it off, um because it was sunny outside and because Clegg said you shouldn’t listen to what they say, you should listen to what they do and I agree with him so I turned it off.

{laughter from participants} 
Lily
Um… I think that like I’m quite interested to know actually what people have the power to do and what um…. because I think it’s interesting how a lot of MPs campaign on local issues when actually if you look at what powers they have they don’t have powers over that. They do have um kudos often, they can influence things but they don’t actually, that’s not their job. Um… and so I’m quite interested to read the, the actual manifestos. I’d quite like to get primary material, but I don’t know how good they are and I haven’t done it yet, um and then again what it says in the manifesto isn’t necessarily what people…

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
…will do um… Yeah so I haven’t decided how I’m going to vote yet and I’m still trying to decide whether it’s best to vote for the party that I think is best or the MP in this particular area who I think is best um…. Because it’s, it’s two different things…

Moderator
Sure

Lily
…with one vote really that you’re trying to get through so… yeah…

Moderator
Yeah, I think that was a very good point and I’d want… I’ll want to come back to that uh a little bit later on so thank you for that. Uh Danny.

Nathan
Umm yeah, I’ve been following debates uh of the election pretty closely, um I tend to follow it both on television and on the internet, primarily through site likes uh the BBC or the **** Um, I didn’t watch the first leaders debate, I did watch about half an hour of the second leader’s debate um, unlike Katt I don’t watch it because it’s not American, right so if I ever watch debates, I watch the American debates because it’s more Hollywood 
{laughter from participants}
Nathan
I like it, it’s like, good production values, you know. {Laughing} Um…  So I like that, uh in terms of making up my mind or how the election’s going I think it’s hilarious that uh the Lib Dems have kind of… made everything more difficult for everybody. 

Moderator
Um hm

Nathan
You had this real kind of narrative that’s been going on for the past eighteen months about where the election was going to go and then all of the sudden you have what seemed like a mistake by Cameron letting **** in the first debates. 

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
Cameron didn’t do very well and then all suddenly everybody’s freaking out about a hung parliament, which, I just find it very funny I mean…

Moderator
Um hm

Nathan
…knowing other political systems like I’ve voted in Ireland, I’ve also voted in Canada, where you have a number of political parties who quite often have to work together. It just doesn’t seem like that big a deal to me. People here are kind of…..

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan 
…freaking out about stuff, I’ve found the election… uh entertaining

Moderator
Good, right

Nathan
And in terms of who I’d vote for uh, there isn’t any particular party in Wales that I would vote for, um there’s one party that I’d be leaning towards which is probably Plaid um, the parties that I would vote for just don’t happen to have anybody representing this area.

Moderator
Ok, right. So um a lot of you have indicated that um, you don’t know how you’re going to vote so just, so that I’ve got it correct, can you just indicate again by raising your hands, if you’re um, if you’re not quite sure how you’re going to be voting. 

{Nathan, Lily, Lila raise hands}

Moderator 
****

Katt
Sorry, sorry

Moderator
Don’t know, yeah, if you’re still torn….

Katt
{raises hand as well} Don’t know, yeah. Sorry…

Moderator: Yeah. Right. Um, so I want you, you’ve given me a little insight already as to why um you might be a bit torn, um but that’s actually um what I’d like to ask you about. I, um, one thing is if you’re really torn, you know, people… turn out’s gone up, and uh, or been going down and if you think the election might be some, uh they think that people might come up again, but if, if you are so torn, you know, voting, is still, sounds like something that’s important to you. So, can you explain a bit more about why you feel it’s important to vote even when you’re struggling to decide which party you want to support. Is it, have you thought about not voting or has that just not even entered your mind?

Nathan
I’ve not voted in the past…. Well that’s not true, I’ve always voted but I’ve spoiled my ballot if there’s no party that I agree with. Um, I guess the reason why I would always vote, is because, kind of like Katt mentioned earlier {gestures towards Katt}, I feel people have done things in order to get to the point where I have a right to actually say something…

Moderator
Um hm

Nathan
…about you know, government, who governs the country that I live in, which I think is important. Um so even, I feel, if you don’t want to vote for a particular party, you should make that clear, and I feel that people don’t actually participate.... They kind of don’t acknowledge how important that is and having a say in what actually goes on in your life, I guess.

Moderator
Ok. Thank you. That’s good.

Lily
I sort of think that you should vote. I think if you chose not to vote, you shouldn’t be allowed to complain. Um, because you, you haven’t done anything…

Moderator
Um hm

Lily 
…about it, but like spoiling would make sense um… Yeah, but I think that it’s important, probably because I was brought up, to think that. So, yeah.

Moderator
Um hm. Ok. Um and Katt you mentioned that, you mentioned the suffragettes even before we got to that and that it’s something you’ve felt, um, for a long time, or, have you,  were you, so is that something that like is… you’ve always voted or have you, were you younger and didn’t vote or have voted in recent elections…..

Katt
I’m from Northern Ireland. 

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
I always vote.

Moderator
Ok. {laughs} And was that something you continued …. from your family and friends and everyone you know, is that the…. when election time came….

Katt
Well, I mean the, the, the.. moral kind of, underlying motto in Northern Ireland was “vote early vote often” {laughter} So, it was… voting was a big deal. 

Moderator
Yeah.

Katt
So yeah.

Moderator
It’s just something that you’ve… it’s always, 

Katt
Yeah

Moderator: You never even kind of thought about not doing it.

Katt
Um… uh no, but **** ***** **** I mean I would be…. I can… I would, I would like to spoil my vote and I would spoil my vote if there was a way of indicating that I hadn’t just made a mistake on the ballot paper. My trouble about spoiling the vote is… for example when they introduced PR in Northern Ireland lots of people went down and put Xs on their ballot paper and they’re counted as spoiled votes then. 

Moderator
Mmm

Katt
And… you have to put 1,2,3,4. So, so I don’t want to be confused with someone who doesn’t know what I’m doing. That’s the real reason that I wouldn’t spoil my vote.

Moderator
Right. So make sure it’s a clear message not…

Katt
Absolutely

Moderator 
…a mistaken message. So if they had “none of the above” option…

Katt
If they have “none of the above” option I would definitely take it, in this election. Yeah. {laughter}

Moderator
Right. Lila. Yeah.

Lila
Umm… I think it’s um…… I’ve noticed that a lot of people of my generation has not studied or is not involved in political science. Um,  don’t necessarily uh see the need of voting if they don’t believe that there is a particular party that can bring up, uh, their views and um, I guess the importance of voting, people are not realising, realising that, yes it’s one vote but it could do a difference being, add everything up together. Like she said if there’s not a single party for who you could… who could really represent your views it becomes hard because… how can you… how can, can you reach just say…. Unless by miracle, like they say….

Moderator
Yeah. And again for those of you making up their minds um, one of the things that…um and I think again some of you have said it already but, the… you, you mentioned {gestures to Katt} you’re paying attention to how the parties are uh taking positions on Northern Ireland….is there, is that… and other issues like that… are the, which are the ones that when you do hear the parties talking about an issue or a position that that’s the thing that you are listening to to help you make up your mind? So….

Lila
Climate, climate change

Moderator
The environment, climate change?

Lila
Yes. Um the uh, nuclear weapons. They’ve been talking a lot lately…

Moderator
Ok yeah

Lila: …with the United States coming up and trying to reduce the things that…..

Moderator
So like Trident in particular? And the…

Lila
Sorry?

Moderator
…positions, positions on the Trident Nuclear Missile system in particular.

Lila
Yeah….

Katt
War in Iraq… um and associated issues like counter-terrorism and so on. Umm… Europe to a certain extent as well, I mean I am uh… I am, I’m not likely to vote for UKIP or anything…

Moderator
Um hm

Katt
...that’s anti-European ‘cause, you know, that’s just not what I’m into. Umm... MPs expenses, uh although I don’t really think there’s anything to pick between them to be quite honest. I mean, uh, I think the Lib, you know, the Lib Dems were, were a possibility until Nick Clegg was interviewed um and said that, when he was found to have spent money on uh, his house uh that it wasn’t his house it was our house… so I immediately decided I wanted to move in. {laughter} And you know, and so I mean, MPs expenses would be a big thing for me and, and generally just kind of um….. And, and I think um.. uh.. the deficit and the financial crisis.

Moderator
Right, okay. And over here, I can….

Lily
Umm hmm. {cough} I’m quite interested in… foreign policy and um kind of aid and trade and stuff but equally trade is, the European Union um deals with that so… I suppose you’d have to look at how, how they’re related with that. Um… {cough} and also with the, with foreign policy like, I’m still quite interested in, in how it’s… formed… in government ‘cause I don’t actually know that, yet um because if it’s the government in power that forms that…. I haven’t quite decided um… yeah but that’s what I’m quite interested in and, if it’s the government in… the party in charge which does it and whether that would make a difference being in this constituency um…. And whether that would make a difference to who actually formed the government…

Moderator
Right.

Lily
…or who was in Parliament.

Moderator
Umm hmm. Thanks.

Nathan
Umm, I think the issues… I guess that would decide it for me is I would vote for the party that I felt overall was the most uh… leftwing, um… so the issues that I would kind of focus on is taxation rates, particularly taxation rates for business…

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
Umm, the idea of the, the Tobin Tax that we’ve been talking about, I’d like to see if any parties, um, bring that up or the tax on financial transactions, um… if a party took a firm stance on um… the banks and said “ok we’re actually going to do something about that way the banks conduct themselves” which no one seems to be doing at the moment, um… I would… that would sway my vote, more…

Moderator
Right.

Nathan
Umm so I feel like any party that takes a more, what I would consider a more um leftwing stance on political and economic issues would be the ones who would, um get my vote and outside of that I would, I guess, in this constituency try and vote tactically and I’m prepared…

Moderator
Right.

Nathan
… to try and make sure that ****

Moderator
That would happen, right. So, you know, I think the parties right now are running quite, quite hard on, well at least you know I, I think I’ve just seen um Gordon Brown running really hard on the economy but, banking and you know regulations but um, I’m kind of not hearing from people that you know like the economy as an issue is you know, the ones that you’re paying attention to are the things that are going to end up you know um.. leaning you one way or the other, **** banking regulations  and insofar as fixing problems with the economy but not um… ok that just gets kind of interesting…. Um so…

Katt
Well actually I mean, I, I would say that I would agree with Nathan, I mean it does concern me that you know, under a Labour administration we are now living in a more unequal society than we were…

Moderator
Mmm

Katt
…you know, ten…

Nathan
Mmm

Katt
…twenty years ago. So, that does concern me and certainly it would sway me as well if I, if I saw a manifesto that addressed that comprehensively alongside stuff around the deficit and, and, and banking regulations and that would definitely influence me as well.

Nathan
Yeah, I think it’s the difference between people that focus on {gestures quotation marks} “growth rates”, whatever that means… 

Moderator & Katt
Mmm, yeah

Nathan 
…you know, or creating jobs at McDonalds or whatever it happens to be…

Moderator
Mmm hmm

Nathan
Uhh, I think it’s the difference between parties who talk a lot about getting the UK economy going…

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
…but they’re talking about getting the UK economy going in the same way that it seemed to have been going before…

Moderator & Katt
Right, yeah

Nathan
So I think if there was a change, getting it going in a completely different sense, that’s what you want

Moderator
Do other people agree with that view?

Joe
Yeah I’d agree with that….. Yeah, my own kind of sense economically in that… in… since the 80s, since Thatcher really, the whole of the, the mainstream, sec… um… political spectrum has moved to the right economically and there aren’t any mainstream really leftwing parties anymore. And I, and I think that’s a real concern, that’s why as it’s been said, um inequality has actually, you know, incredibly increased under a Labour government…

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…and it will probably have increased more under… um, under a Tory government, so it’s, you know, it’s a dreadful sort of indictment really of the way the whole spectrum in Britain has shifted to the right.

Moderator
Right….. and Richard did you ****, did you feel any need to contribute on that?

Richard
Uhh, I think I, I think I agree with um, with what Danny and Joe said really.

Moderator
Ok. And um, by the way, you know, if you, if someone doesn’t agree {laughs} I’m actually um interested in diversity of views too so don’t feel if someone does say, you know, two or three people say something um and you… if you don’t agree, it sounds like most people here generally do, but um I, I’m also interested in people who have um different opinions so, as we move along…

Lily
Um I think…

Moderator
Yeah

Lily
…with the economy I think it’s quite hard because um, the economy is so linked into the global economy and um obviously like the UK is one of the richest countries in the world and….. so, um like saying about how we’re getting the UK economy going and not terrible how it’s crashed but actually um….. the standard of living among people in the UK is quite high…. Um, obviously there’s, there’s disparity in that and… so I think.. I’d quite like to learn more about economics because people say all these things which seem to be really positive or negative or “this is great” because house prices are going up but oh no now “house prices are going up, that’s terrible” and… it’s like what does, what does that actually… 

Moderator
Umm

Lily
…mean and um… what does that mean for people rather than just what does that mean for the economy. But um, I’m quite interested in how it links to **** other nations and states and regions as well {gestures towards Joe} um because obviously in different regions you have different… issues and problems.

Moderator
Right.

Lily
Umm…

Richard
The… the debate at the moment in the election seems to be focused very much on who can manage the, the UK economy the best rather than what kind of economy we want, because… and there isn’t really any kind of choice among the major parties at any rate about, about, tho… those kind of questions.

Moderator
And…

Lily
{Addressing Richard} So is… isn’t a lot of the economy not, sort of….. linked in with uh, Europe as well so really the.. they actually aren’t talking about that because they haven’t got the power……. to do that?

Joe
Mmm

Lily
So like not…. maybe……. I don’t know exactly what the, what the links are. They have, they have got powers over taxation and political policy. Umm, which is…. 


{Richard and Joe nod heads}
Moderator
Yeah, so I saw a lot of heads nodding at that, at that comment, so that, people generally agreeing with, with Richard about the um, the discussions being about the economy, not what kind of economy…. 

Participants
Yeah

Moderator
…people want to have.

Joe
Yea…Yeah, I think the only party that’s… delivering a genuine critique uh, of, of the economic system are the Greens… You know, they’ve got a whole different way of looking….

Moderator
Mmm

Joe 
…at, at economics, but it doesn’t get out there in the mainstream very much.

{Silence}

Moderator
Uh, very interesting. Thank you for that. Umm, moving on a little bit, um in a, in a connected way but **** bring it back but um, I want to talk a little bit about the Welsh Assembly um… and before, you know, this is kind of get people’s um impressions of it um you know, are… when… uh… when people… when I said the phrase “Welsh Assembly” are you, you generally, is that something that’s a positive associations, um negative, uh are you rather, you know, undecided on the Welsh Assembly, so if we can just kind of come around and um, let’s see I think we started with you last time so we’ll start with uh, with you Danny. Um, what’s your, what are your thoughts on the Welsh Assembly now that’s it’s been going for a while?

Nathan
I don’t have very many thoughts on the Welsh Assembly…

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
It isn’t something that I particularly focus on or think very much about um… I recognise that I should but I kind of find the devolution system, uh, a little bit confusing…

Moderator
Ok 

Nathan
….to be honest. Umm, who has powers over what, when, uh **** uh I don’t know and I don’t quite understand how it works so in terms of the election and everything like that um, the role of the Welsh Assembly doesn’t really come up very much.

Moderator
Ok, yeah ok thank you for that. Lily.

Lily
Umm, I think it’s a good idea um more on a….. conceptual basis, like I don’t know, you know, about, um, all of the power bJoece and stuff, but um I have a lot of friends, um, who are, are Welsh and are really… pleased that there’s a Welsh Assembly um, and that they’re able to, to vote in it and to participate in that and that that has um powers over things in Wales and they’re able to do things especially to support the language, a lot of my friends are really passionate about their language and… and they would normally always vote Plaid although this time there’s a few things they’re a little bit upset about so I’m not sure anymore. Um, yeah.

Moderator
So your friends are, kind of undecided or deciding too or uh…. {loud noise}

Lily
They’re… they’re particular friends

Moderator
Yeah

Lily
Yeah

Moderator
Ok. Joe
Joe
I, I just think the Welsh Assembly’s a, a, a wonderful thing…

Moderator
{Laughing} Yeah

Joe
Um, but I, I mean it’s not because it’s a Welsh assembly, you know I support regional assemblies in England as well. I just think it’s good to, to get politics decentralised a little bit. Um, I, I find the assembly’s much more accessible…

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…than the Westminster system, I mean… everybody around here knows… people who work for the assembly and uh… um I mean I, I was brought up just outside of London… so you might think that I understood Westminster but Westminster from, from the London area seemed just as remote… 

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…from there, as it does from here. So it, it’s out here, very remote institution and you don’t see the kind of politicians, Westminster politicians, on the streets in London…

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…whereas here in Wales you do see assembly politicians on the streets, it’s just, it’s just massively more accessible and it’s just uh, it’s just brought the power closer to people and, and I, I you know, applaud that everywhere in, in the UK. So I think it’s a very good thing.

Moderator
Ok, right, thank you.

Joe
And, and, the… sorry just to say…

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
…the, the, the confusion about the powers is a bit of a dog’s breakfast, and, and um…. you, you know obviously there, there’s moves now to have a referendum to increase those powers and to clarify them as well…

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
…and, you know, I think that’s a very good thing.

Moderator
Hm, good, alright… Richard
Richard
Um, yeah I don’t have any very particularly well developed views on this but I mean I think in general it’s a good thing… I, I think devolution is a, a fairly good thing but I think I would be concerned that um….. the power within Wales was being concentrated in, in Cardiff… And uh…

Moderator
So devolution from devolution meaning…

Richard
Yeah I mean I’d like to see, I’d like to see even sort of further devolution at the sub-regional level as well…

Moderator
Mmm hmm

Richard
But it’s um, but uh yeah it’s not something I’ve really given a massive amount of thought to.

Moderator
Umm hmm, that’s fine, thank you, umm…

Katt
Well, we’ve had experience of devolution since 1921 in Northern Ireland and uh the first period of time was a di… complete disaster and the whole thing was revoked in 1972. So I think in the light of that track record, I think the Welsh Assembly is to be congratulated as being uh democratic, representative institution that does it’s… a good job generally speaking. Umm and even now I think with the new Northern Ireland Assembly there are major, major, major problems um in the way that’s been structured and also the way it’s, it’s functioning and so I mean in the light of that experience, I think Welsh people should be counting their blessings and indeed Scottish people should be counting their blessings as well and I think I do have some concerns about what’s happening to English people. My partner’s English, and he….well he’s half English and half +personal identifier+ if you can imagine such a thing, and um… yeah he, he’s always kind of complaining that um you know Westminster is not English devolution {laughter}… and uh that needs to be redressed and I would… I would suppose I would tend to agree with him you know just out of, kind of, fairness.

Moderator
Mmm…

Lila
Uhh, like Nathan I have been a bit confused about the Welsh Assembly. I had read somewhere where Welsh Assembly wishes to become as powerful as the Scottish Assembly. I’m not too sure, what terms and how… um… I’m new to this… **** since it’s been +time period+ that I moved here from Canada. So…

Moderator
**** So generally, I mean I think you know if, if we were going to say what it sounds like people are saying is that even if you aren’t entirely sure exactly what has power over… exactly what it does every day, it’s still generally a positive association. It’s like it’s, it doesn’t have the kind of negative, sounds like, um back room politicking and partisan bickering that the kind of Westminster politics has or that, that’s not sort of what I’m….

Lila
No

Moderator
…hearing from people…

{participants make sounds of assent}
Moderator 
…it just seems to be closer to people, getting things done, um, uh in a way that is, is more accessible and it, it do…  you know, if it’s, if it’s, if it’s not positive, it, it’s benign and certainly not harmful… {laughter}

Richard
Well I think there’s still quite a lot of partisan bickering that goes on in the, in the Welsh Assembly so…

Moderator
Yeah

Richard
…I wouldn’t say it’s any… 

Moderator
Ok

Richard
…in terms of political culture I wouldn’t say it’s particularly different to Westminster.

Moderator
Ok

Katt
By the way it’s different in Northern Ireland {laughter from everyone} believe me.

Nathan
See having, having your own impression of, of what politics particularly, or the Assembly or anything like that, I kind of do have this just v… general vague idea that it is better. I don’t know why, but I do have this kind of sense that it’s different, I don’t know where that comes from… ****

Moderator
Right

Joe
I, I suppose one thing that’s particularly different about it is that because it’s PR, i… it’s more generally representative…

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…of, of the way people voted, the last Assembly elections, than the Westminster elections are…. A… and also that PR then tends to result in a hung parliament which means that parties have to work together…

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
… So I think that that’s one difference i… i…in the feel.

Moderator
Right

Katt
I think the other thing that I would say about it is that… you know, in Westminster I get this very strong sense of a kind of Oxbridge elitism, and you know lawyers and uh certain other kind of professionals running the damn place. Whereas I think that the Welsh Assembly feels very different to me in terms of that, kind of, terrible elitism that you get in Westminster. I think it, it may be elitist to a certain extent but it’s certainly it’s… it’s, it’s way, I think mu… less elitist than Westminster in my opinion.

Moderator
Umm Hmm Ok. Anyone else want to follow up on that ****…

Lily
Um, I would be… 

Moderator
Yeah

Lily
…interested to see whoever g….gets into Westminster what they would do with devolution because it’s been a, a major Labour kind of policy and um I read a bit about it last year and um, um there were some people arguing that the reason it was a Labour policy is because they were stronger there… in, in the different areas and it’s interesting that since devolution has come in, in general elections um… that… people have kind of changed their voting habits and are more likely to vote Plaid and SNP in the devoluted…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Lily
…elections rather than… the general election, um and so I’d be quite interested to see what… if a different government got into power what they would do with that um, and how… how that would happen. 

Moderator
Yeah. Kind of building on that, um since we have, you know there is **** {coughing} devolution and the Wales Assembly um how is that, you know, **** the way perhaps, um the way… any issues that you pay attention to when it comes to the general election because you know if you watch the debate, um, if you watched the one on ITV the moderator is, is saying “Well now we’re going to talk about education BUT education is devolved in Scotland and Wales”. So um… you know, since you are in an area where there is um….d… devolution, does that sort of change the way that you hear…when Cameron perhaps is talking about discipline in schools and whatever else, does that just suddenly seem very irrelevant to you or are you still interested in what the parties have to say about things when… the powers are devolved?

{Silence}

Moderator
It’s a kind of complicated question so you might want to just….

Nathan
Uhh….. 

{other participant tries to come in says “sorry” and Nathan continues}

Nathan
I’m still interested on the, on the education front, particularly for higher education. I’m not exactly sure how it works here because I feel that the funding comes from Wales, see if I live in the Welsh Assembly for some aspects of higher education but you also get funding from… UK research councils which have something to do with…

Moderator
Umm Hmm

Nathan
…parliament there so… I would still be… while I’m aware that the Assembly has some aspe…. some kind of power over education, I’m still interested in the…. Uh I guess the UK parliament policy support, so… particularly for higher education, less so for primary education.

Moderator
Ok. Others… on that topic?

Richard
Yeah, I’m still interested in UK wide policies definitely.

Moderator
Ok

Richard
Yeah.

Katt
Well I think I said earlier about the Conservatives and **** centrally that they were going to cut the, the, the subvention to Northern Ireland. Um… and you know, so they’ve obviously got ideas of, of how they would proceed in relation to devolution or..or issues related to devolution…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
And they, they certainly didn’t dream that up amongst the candidates first hand **** {laughter}. 

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
Yeah so I think I would tend to keep an eye on that…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
The kind of overall policy

Lily
Mmm, ‘cause it’s, it’s definitely going to affect a lot of people even if it’s not in a particular place but I li… , I know this ‘cause I am a student so I do live in England when I’m not… 

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
..here so that kind of does effect… 

Moderator
Umm Hmm

Lily
…my viewpoint because I grew up and I went to school and all of that stuff in

Moderator
Umm Hmm

Lily
in… where a lot of people **** so…

Moderator
Joe, uh… I’m interested in… about… for you ‘cause this is something, you know, you seem to be very um… connected to the… you know, the Welsh devolution in, and, your lo… your identification, so… your party identification, so… does it change the way that you listen to… when, you know, the UK wide parties are, um, discussing this…..

Joe
No, I mean I think it’s all important, you know, I’m interested in politics, I’m interested in the European elections as well. Y..You know, so, so whatever level it’s at, I, I think it’s all important in having influence over people’s lives. I…

Moderator
So you, you know, you’re still going to… have um… when, you know, the… there’s, there’s discussions about things, you know, like primary education uh, you’re still interested in what the parties are saying insofar as it… their policy has… what, what tells you about what they want? Is that….

Joe
Y…Yeah, although there are some issues with like education, the education system in England is very different from the education system in Wales. A…And a lot of English politicians forget that, they talk about education as if it’s… **** across the UK, it’s actually not. There are… key differences. S..So… the…there is that but in general I’m interested in a…all elections, so…

Moderator
Yeah, ok….great….

{Paper rustling, pause}

Moderator
Um… In terms of voting is anyone considering or has done a postal vote?

{Participants shake heads}

Moderator
…still traditional go to the polls and, you do it on the day or….

Joe
I…I like the ritual… of..of…

Moderator
Yeah…

 Joe
…voting and I like to take my kids down to show them… 

{laughter from participants}

Joe
…this is how you vote.

{more laughter from participants}

Moderator
Yeah. {laughing} Do… Do you remember being taken, by your parents, at all?

Joe
I… I think, I think they did yeah, not…not every time but… 

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
…I think they did yeah.

Moderator
…it was sometimes yeah…

Joe
Yeah

Katt
I think I’ve p… um, done a postal vote in the past…

Moderator
Umm hmm

Katt
…um when I was living in the United States… 

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
…but I haven’t done it here.

{Pause}

Moderator
Just, you know, ‘cause it’s becoming, um I think with uh there’s… there are, there are… people out there kind of pushing people to vote early just like, you know, we saw with, you know, the Obama thing, you know, get your postal votes in early um and so I just wanted to ask people, uh, just a little bit about if… whether or not they’ve done it… ok

Joe
In case they say something silly towards at the end… towards the end of the campaign.

Moderator
Yeah, you can’t change your mind it’s too late! You’ve already….{laughter from participants} you’ve already voted, they… they’ve got ya already….. Umm right, so we’re going to do a little, uh, kind of like exercise now. Umm, and what I’m going to be doing is giving you a sheet of paper and it’s got um, the a… party, uh it’s got these four handsome gentlemen on it, um and I want you to write down the impressions that you get, when you… not just seeing the photo but think about the person himself, but as a little way of… kind of to practice. Um, you know this isn’t sort of really rationalised thinking, you know, it’s more like off the top of the head kind of thing so if I were to say the name… you know and you give me back, you know a word or a phrase that you associate with somebody, like, you know, Jeremy Paxman, what are some of the things about him that come to mind that describe him… um for you?

Lily
“Irritating”
Moderator
Yeah ok

Richard
“Aggression”
Moderator
Ok yeah

Nathan “Bulldog” 
{laughter from participants}

Moderator
Alright…

Joe
“Insensitive”
Moderator
Yeah so it’s, yeah that kind of…. It’s kind of um, let’s see, uh… Charlotte Church?

{Silence}

Moderator
Mmm, impressions, thoughts?

{Laughter}

Moderator
No? Ok…

Nathan
{Laughing} Um, I don’t know if I can say…

{Uproarious laughter from participants}

Moderator
Uh, uh, let’s see, who can I do next for you, uh the Queen.

Katt
“Headscarves”
Moderator
{Laughing}, alright…. Very conservative…. Mmm, ok, anyone else? Yeah…

Lily
Um dunno…I’m just thinking of the stairs incident that happened recently…

Moderator
Oh the stair thing where she ****

Lily
Yeah

Moderator: Ok. So I mean, t…these are um just associations, they might be um a person’s characteristics or whatever else but um don’t think about them too much, don’t censor them, just scratch them down. Um and then afterwards when you’ve done one for each individual, uh, go back and think about the words, have a look at what you’ve written and if there’s one or… if a word stands out to you and it really makes… gives you more of a positive impression toward the person, um uh in this **** here, uh, I want you to wr… put a little up arrow next to it and if it’s something you know, bulldog, you might… well you might think that’s a good thing, you know, uh, but if you have a…a negative association with it ‘cause you find it irritating or, or something, put a downward arrow. And if there’s a word that… it really sticks out and it really defines this person but you’re not quite sure if it’s a positive or a negative then just put a little star next to it. Ok? So….

{Moderator distributes papers}

{Silence, background noise 46:28-49:00}

Lily
I don’t know who the last person is.

Moderator
Uh, the leader of um, Plaid Cymru…

Lily
Oh, ok

Moderator
Ieuan Jones

{Silence, background noise 49:06-50:33}

Moderator
And if we just give people one more minute

{Silence, background noise 50:36-51:47}

Moderator
I still see pens moving so I’m gonna hold on….

{Silence}

Moderator
So…the…um...I…I hope I’m not rushing anyone. Ok, um can we just go in order from the top down um….and…. Would people be willing to **** pictures of Gordon Brown, um… word phrases or associations that people… that came to mind?

Lila
First thing that came to mind was uh, MP spending public funds

Moderator
{Laughs} Scandal, right… Anyone else?

Joe
W…well I put things like, “gravitas”, “seriousness”, “substance”, ‘cause I… I think he does give that out but I also put, “compromised his own values”…

Moderator & Katt
Mmm

Joe
… ‘cause I… ‘cause I…I feel at his core he’s… he’s more… he’s a… he’s far more left wing than he’s… he’s been i…in practice and I think he’s allowed Blairism to compromise him…

Moderator
Right…

Joe
…enormously.

Nathan
That’s interesting ‘cause I kind of wrote the same thing. Uh, I put “serious” and “intelligent”, uh… “slightly awkward” but also “tragic”…

Moderator and Others
Mmm, mmm

Nathan
Uh, it’s the same kind of thing…


{Katt nods}

Moderator
Katt I see you nodding…

Katt
Yeah, I had “Heathcliff”
{Participants laughing}

Nathan
Yeah

Katt
‘Cause he’s always been called Heathcliff… and..and uh I had “New Labour” down as a negative thing…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
Uh “Sold out” as… a negative thing obviously, “changeable and compromised”…

Moderator
Mmm

Katt
umm and “growling”

Moderator
“growling”?

Katt
“growling”, yeah

Moderator
Hmm

Richard
Uh, a… “Grouchy”, “not too slick” and…and “stubborn”

Moderator
Ok

Lily
I put “not media friendly”, like there’s been a lot about how, you know, he’s not…

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
…particularly cool with it, you know
Moderator
Right.

Lily
But I put that under neutral ‘cause I’m not… actually normally I’m quite positive about that, well he’s supposed to be a politician not like a, media person, but if the media is the way that you communicate to people I suppose you should probably be good at it.

Moderator
Ok. Umm, Uhh… so yeah, it was… so there’s a good mix, there’s some…some positives, some negatives, so it’ll be interesting to see, kind of, how you, you marked them. Uh, any other comments before we move on, on Gordon Brown, just….

{Silence}

Moderator
Uh, David Cameron, yeah

{Laughter from participants}

Nathan
Um, “eager” {laughs}, uh “smarmy”. 

Katt
Umm hmm

Nathan
That is the big one for me…

Katt
Yeah

Nathan
…he just comes across as incredibly smarmy. 

Katt
Yeah

Nathan
When I see him on the television, I have an emotional reaction to his smarminess.

Katt
Yeah

Nathan
{Laughs} Uh… “elitist”, “disconnected”, “foppish” and “privileged”

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
Yeah

Moderator
and all negatives 

Nathan
Oh

Moderator
{Laughs} Yeah, umm yeah, Katt I see you…

Katt
I have… my first one was smar…“smarmy”…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
…“posh”, “rich”, “Conservative” - which is a negative for me – “Neo-con”, “smug”, “untrustworthy”, “slick” and “polished”. ALL negatives, I’m afraid.

Moderator
Right, ok. Anyone… **** yeah Lila
Lila
Uh, I wrote a phrase looking at the picture and… I wrote: “Do you have as much energy as the sun?” 

{Laughter from participants}

Moderator
Ok, um, anyone else? Yeah Joe, yep.

Joe
Y…yeah, I..I’ve got “acceptable front man”, “privileged”, “airbrushed”, “disingenuous”.

Moderator
Mmm

Richard
Uh “privileged”, “too Conservative PR”, “vacuous”, “slick”, “lack of substance”.

Moderator
Ok

Lily
Um, I put his son down. Umm, my mom works in a school for children with special needs… 

Moderator
Ah ok

Lily
…and I work there um, over the summer holidays and stuff. Um so, I think like ‘cause that’s quite an important issue for my mom and I suppose it’s become quite an important issue for me and to see how he does there um… and also kind of how it effects his policy towards like um, things like education and things like, stuff on… it hasn’t… hasn’t seemed uh, to spill over so much, I’m not sure…

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
Um

Moderator
Ah right, right

Lily
Yeah but there’s not very much else… I put

Moderator
So, you… while with Gordon Brown people had it sounded like some positives, “gravitas” I think I remember, I don’t hear too many positives. Did anyone have anything, I mean it’s, you know, e.. even unconscious “I don’t know why I wrote this but for some reason, th…this is a positive for me”.

Richard
I have a neutral.

Moderator
Ok that’s close {laughs}

Richard
“Privilege” was a neutral for me because it’s not really his fault.

Moderator
Right

Lila
Oh I would also that **** ties him to the economy but I really… I had to **** to come here, but I really started listening to radio driving my kids to school. Um when the, the the... the  Cameron came on, he was constantly in the news being that uh… interviewed… and that’s… that’s how…

Moderator
That’s your association with him. Right.

Lila
Yeah

Moderator
Ok. Right Ok. That was interesting. Umm Mr Clegg? People’s comments or reactions to Nick Clegg. Right um Lily…Sorry…

Lily
Um, I had um… **** things that are related to his wife. Um, they were talking on the news about um the… how the women are all getting involved and um they spoke to h…. um his wife very briefly and she said ‘I support my husband, I really want, um… with what he’s doing but I want to live my own life’. Um you know, a… and, and that to me is a very positive thing. 

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
…Um I was like, good for her and good for them as well as I suppose from that I kind of put they’re a bit kind of like “down to earth” maybe like… yeah…

Moderator
Ok

Lily
That’s…

Moderator
Yeah

Lily
That’s it…

Moderator
No that, that’s interesting… Interesting association…

Lily
Yeah

Moderator
That that’s kind of how you contextualise him so… Um others? Um Richard could you…

Richard
I had um, “loud”, “over earnest” and “reminds me of a precocious sixth former”

{laughter from participants}

Joe
That’s incredible ‘cause that’s what I put!

{uproarious laughter from participants}

Moderator
What did you say?

Joe
I said…

Richard
So he is? 

{laughter}

Joe
I said, “like a bright sixth former”

{laughter from participants}

Joe
Yeah wow! 

{more laughter}

Joe
And I also said “bursting to look different”

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
And I also said “disingenuous” the same **** with Cameron

Moderator
Ok. Right. Katt?

Katt
I had “smart” which is a positive I suppose, “young” positive. “Elite”, again, negative. Sophisticated uh, which is kind of, I suppose it’s a positive and “tricky”.

{Silence}

Moderator
“Tricky” as like Tricky Dick Nixon?

Katt
Tricky Dick Nixon.

Moderator
Ok

Lily
What does that mean?

Katt
“Tricky”….. what you see is maybe not what you’re going to get.

Lily
Ok

Moderator
Yeah

{Silence}

Nathan
I had uh, “dull”

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
I had “nice”, but not necessarily in a positive way

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
I don’t think “nice” is necessarily what you want. Umm, I put “reasonable”, in a positive way, he seems quite reasonable…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Daneil
…and he seems “steady”. Umm, but I also put “suburban” which is a negative.

Moderator
Ok…. Good. Thank you. Um and Lila…

Lila
I wrote “There for the people” but with a question mark. 

Moderator
Ok

Lila
Saying are you really there for you or…

Moderator
Umm hmm….Right… Alright and then finally, I don’t know, I think I’m pronouncing this correctly um: Ieunan… Owyn… Jones… Ieunan Wyn Jones, sorry… um… I’m still… my, my, my Welsh is… ac…accent is horrible, um… it…. did people have comments or impressions or was it more like a “don’t know”.

Lily
It was a “don’t know”

Moderator
Ok, ‘cause I know you did ask so…

Lily
Yeah {laughter}

Moderator
Ok {laughter} Umm, uh…

Richard
Yeah I… I had a “don’t know”, I don’t know anything about him at all…

Moderator
Ok

Richard
So…

Katt
Nor I

Moderator
Alright

Nathan
I don’t remember ****

Moderator
Oh, what did you think?

{uproarious laughter from participants}

Nathan
‘Cause I seen… you know, I’ve seen him on the television and that….

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
Yeah so, uh I suppose, you know, he’s “nationalist”, “rural”, uh he strikes me as “clever” but he’s “very particular” and “local”

Moderator
Ok, so you’ve got those associations. 

Nathan
Yeah

Moderator
Ok. Joe.

Joe
H..He was speaking in the town centre about two hours ago…

Moderator
Oh!

Nathan
I know…

Moderator
Ok, I was sat here right through that, um but I didn’t uh… if I had I...I would have stopped and see… saw… I mean I saw all of the, the various parties. I didn’t realise he was in town.

Joe
Yea… Yeah. Um, I… I… He’s the only that I know a little, but I mean I don’t know him but I’ve spoken to him several times, a..and I’ve put “conciliator”, “middle of the road”, “nice”. I mean he’s actually not my favourite politician but he… I do know that he… he’s just a very nice chap, you know, a little too middle of the road for me actually.

Moderator
Ok

Joe
But he’s v… he’s very… I know he’s a conciliator, that’s how he works and he’s good at that.

Moderator
And with those, did you have a chance to mark those? Were those positive, negatives, neutrals?

Joe
Oh I forgot about that

Moderator
Oh ok, have a think about that {laughing} Um… Anyone else? …… Um. Ok. Um, just, you know, since we’re already discussing it, um, do…do people have the impression that leaders are getting too much attention in this election or do you think that the party leaders are a representation of the parties themselves and what the parties stand for?

Lily
I think the policies are more important than people. Um……. and, and I suppose there is, there is a lot of attention on… on the people, there’s a lot of different policies as well and I think that you can find out… 

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
…which one you want I suppose, um, but I suppose like when I see the pictures I think of them as individuals rather than their policies and stuff…

Moderator
Right

Lily
…more than I think of their party than their different policies

Lila
I think…

Lily
But, I don’t know…

Lila
Sorry to interrupt but, I think the image of the person you have in front of you can sell you an idea…

Lily
Umm

Lila
…very differently than the one next door
Lily
Mmm

Lila
So therefore I think the leader of a party is very important, if he’s not charismatic enough, even though his party can be full of the best ideas…

Lily
Mmm 

Lila
…if he can’t sell it to the people…

Moderator
Hmm

Lila
…uh, how is the party gonna reach, to the people…

Lily
Yeah

Lila
…so I think it is very important to hear how he presents himself, how he addresses himself

Moderator
Right

Richard
I..I…I think it’s important but in a different way. I mean for me it wouldn’t be so much about how they, how they present themselves and some of their policies but the kind of people they are… But, uh, I think the policies are important, but I think, I think I’d want to know that my, my leader was a… the kind of person that would make a good decision in a, in a situation where, you know they didn’t necessarily have a party line on it or, **** you know, n…new events came up or something. 

Moderator
Right

Richard
So I’d want to know the leader was a certain kind of person, but I think focusing on the leader to the exclusion of all else is, is a bit damaging to it.

Moderator
Right

Nathan
Yeah, aside from m…my shallow interest in uh, the, the media kind of focus on the different leaders or anything like that, I don’t think it’s particularly important. I think it’s more important to focus on policies. That being said, I do find it entertaining when they, uh, go around analysing every little thing in the book, what they’re wearing, what their wives are wearing or anything like that. And, yeah.

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
But that’s not important

Moderator
Ok {laughs} Entertaining, but not…

Nathan
Entertaining but not important

Moderator
…substance. Yeah, Joe
Joe
It does bother me the extent to which some people seem to go just on the outward appearances, and that, that does bother me. I mean it’s interesting like you say but, but really it should be about policy really.

Moderator
Ok. Yes, ok, umm…

Katt
Can I just say…

Moderator
Yeah

Katt
Can I just say that I… it really does bother me a lot, um and it bothers me… it’s the reason why I can’t watch Breakfast News in the morning because it’s not news, it’s entertainment. 

Joe
Yeah

Katt
And, uh you’ve got this sofa, kind of, formula with people and you can have like a little megabyte of, of news and then you’ve got to have, you know, some pop star or some damn thing in to kind of sweeten the pill and then they’ll feed another little bit of news in and it seems to me that that’s kind of become more of the way that we do politics and I think really beyond knowing that the person has the capability to do the job, that they’ve got integrity, which is increasingly important, um that really we don’t really need to know, and that they could represent the party and they’ll actually be a good party member or they’ll be a good independent in which case you need to know a great deal more about what they stand for but really I think we’ve kind of lost the plot and it’s becoming more and more like the States actually…

Nathan
Yeah

Katt
Um, and that really does bug me and I don’t for the life of me know why we need to know anything at all about their wives…

Moderator
Mmm

Nathan
See?
Katt
Um, I mean and, and it’s a huge gender issue actually, you know, because we don’t hear about female candidates husbands. Um so it’s just… It’s absolutely despicable as far as I’m concerned.

Richard
I.. I think, I think there are different things that we, that we can know about the candidates of people though ‘cause I…I do agree that…

Katt
Mmm

Richard
…uh, that this kind of Breakfast TV style interrogation of the candidates is really ridiculous, and, yeah I mean when, when candidates have to pretend to like particular kinds of music and that kind of thing to… to try and appeal to voters that way it’s just… is absurd.

{Pause}

Nathan
I… I’ve… yeah. I’ve… I suffer…

Katt
Sorry Nathan
Nathan
….No I…I think you’re right! I think you’re right but I do suffer from a form of cognitive dissociation I guess…

{Laughter from Katt}

Nathan
…whereas I recognise that is the case but at the same time like… I find it hilarious when somebody’s like “Yeah Gordon Brown’s favourite record, The Arctic Monkeys” You’ve never listened to the Arctic Monkeys! 

{Laughter from participants}

Nathan
The fact that you have to go through jumping these hoops I find **** I want to
{Laughter from participants}

Joe
Yes, yes, yes

Moderator
Um have… i…in terms of the… s…since the campaign has started, um ha… do you…. has your view of any of the particular leaders um, changed or intensified, you know, since um all this coverage has, has started to come into play

Lily: The television debate made me instantly dislike them all more, um….. simply because they, they were doing the whole… talking…. I {sigh} just seemed really like politicians and my negative image of them. Like I just wanted them to actually say “Right, this is what our policy is” rather than “This is what they’re saying. They’re wrong. They want to do this. Oooh look at how terrible they are.” Rather than saying actually “This is what we want to do, we’re going to do that.” Or you know, you know rather than saying oh “You agree with me don’t you? Don’t you agree with me?” “Oh I don’t know. I don’t agree with you, rah. I had a… I proposed that idea, what are you talking about?” rather than just saying “Yes I think this is a good idea. I think this is a bad idea. This is what we want to do.”

Moderator
Umm

Lily
Um…

Moderator
So the bickering is not…

Lily
The…the bickering between them made me dislike them all more

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
Mmm Yeah.

Moderator
Yeah I…I now… I’m talking to people, some people really like more, you know, the debate… very aggressive debate style

Lily
Mmm

Moderator
…and other people I know, just, it really turns them off 

Lily
Mmm

Moderator
So um it’s **** Um, right. In, in terms of um m…moving away from like the, the UK wide debates, did anyone see um news coverage of or watch any of the Welsh debates that have been on?

Lily
No

Katt
No

Richard
No

Moderator
Ok

Joe
No, I haven’t seen it either

Moderator
Ok, no worries

{Laughter from participants}

Moderator
Ok, um, well then uh, I think we can kind of skip those questions then {laughs}. Um but were people aware that those were being broadcast on Sunday?

{Participants indicate assent}

Joe
Um yeah

Richard
Mmm

Moderator
Ok, but you just didn’t have a… didn’t uh, catch them when they were on.

Joe
Yeah

Moderator
And then um in, in terms of media coverage, the…probably, I know I didn’t see any but I…I don’t read every single newspaper ‘cause I’m, you know, I’m busy too, just like you guys, you know? Um so no impressions in terms of, of those…

Richard
There’s only so much election stuff you can take really.

Moderator
Mmm yeah

Joe
It’s time isn’t it? I…d… I saw a…a poll that said Ieuan Jones scored fifty-five percent on the, on the Welsh one but I didn’t actually see it myself.

Moderator
Ok. So this like you know kind of dovetails into the question of the debates themselves. Did um, I… I guess in two, two questions if I could… we could separate them out - One: Are the debates a good thing for elections and, and democracy? Uh and then Two would be you know:  Is the way that they’ve been structured with the three main parties being the ones who are doing… getting most of the coverage and getting the evening prime-time uh, s… uh coverage, um is that fair? So I guess f… to the first bit um, first. What did I say first? {laughs}

Lily
Is that the television debates that you’re talking about?

Katt
****

Moderator
Yes

Lily
Ah ok

Moderator
the UK, the w…, the, the three… 

Lily
Ok

Moderator
…um leaders. The Prime Ministerial, I guess you could call them, debates. So, I’ll just say, by the time I got to the end of the second question I had forgotten what my first question was ‘cause I’m trying to hold all of this stuff in my head so… Oh yes are they… um debates a good thing for democracy?

Joe
I…I think they are. Uh, uh but there’s all sorts of problems with them… 

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
…y…you know like what do you do about minority parties, what do you do about regional… 

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
…parties that… ie minority parties in their own region, I…I…I don’t have the answer to that, you know, I’d like to see the Greens up there but I don’t want to see the BNP up there so I…I… you know I …d… how do you square that? I don’t know, I don’t know the answer, but, but I kind of feel that it’s probably a…a good thing broadly speaking uh but it probably needs, um, improving on in some way.

Moderator
Ok. Any…anyone else on whether the debates themselves have been…

Richard
I think they’re a good thing

Moderator: Ok. Katt?

Katt
Well I think if they were consistent they’d have their wives with them.

{Laughter from participants}

Katt
Actually, I mean I, I mean, you know, to be serious I think, I think they’re, I think the, the concept of the debate is a good one um, the difficultly is the way that it’s actually being done and the content in which its done, uh a…and the context in which it’s done being “Oh, you know, he had egg on his tie” or you know “H…He had spinach on his teeth” or…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Katt
…you know all this irrelevancy that co…, to me irrelevancy that comes into it. Um and also the, the kind of, the kind of bubble that they have the debate in, you know, you can, you know, good lord, you can actually write down a question and send it in and maybe they’ll get asked it! 

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Katt
Uh, so there’s no kind of interactive possibility with it. Whereas it seems to me that a format maybe like Question Time which is another media formula actually would be a much more, kind of uh, meaningful kind of, um, kind of way of doing it. Um where, you know, there was the possibility of interaction, where there was some kind of um, you know, kind of, it would be more alive somehow. This seems a bit of a kind of glass case…

Moderator
Right

Katt
…um, and it’s going to be a kind of museum piece and you can’t touch it really.

Moderator
Mmm

Katt
Umm

Nathan
Yeah, I think that’s… I would agree with that. I feel like a debate is a good idea. I think the Question Time would be, it sounds to me like a very good idea. I feel like they’ve tried to mimic a particular idea that they have of what a debate looks like.

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Nathan
Umm…

Katt
From the United States

Nathan
From the US yeah and in the process haven’t got any… haven’t created debates that are necessarily good for democracy at all. A debate is a good idea for democracy, the debates that we’ve had don’t impact at all, barring the fact that everybody watches them and then talks about them at least in some respect. So I think that’s partly the fact that it’s on the BBC, ITV all these things, so you bring who have all kinds of different and fragment of interests together because you actually focus on this for a little period of time. So that’s important but the actual form of the debate itself isn’t, isn’t great.

Lila
Um I think that for democracy it is good. I, I was not always able listen to the debates. The TV’s not mine, it’s my kid’s. 

{Participants laugh}

Lila
Um, the forum that you’re talking about that’s resembling a lot to the American debates, it’s unfortunate because back home, at least in +province in Canada+ when there is debates it’s very, it’s very different. You do not talk about eggs on their ties or something like that. It’s really, it really goes to the main points, the ideas the parties are bringing in and yes unfortunately sometimes you’ll have politicians, instead of saying what they’re planning to do, will finger point the other person and what they’re not doing. Um, for someone… for like me who, who, who wants to learn more about my choices of…to who I can vote there’s a positive and a negative side because the local parties are not represented there. The smaller parties are not included in this debate. Therefore I, I could, I guess I could have a vague idea of the bigger parties but for the rest I’d need to do my research elsewhere.

Moderator
Right. Great. …. Joe any thoughts? Debate’s a good thing?

Joe
Oh yeah I said… I mean I…

Moderator
Oh sorry…

Joe
Y…yeah

Moderator
Ok I was trying to make sure I got to everyone 

Joe
Yeah, yeah

Lily
Umm Hmm, I um

Moderator
Ok, um Lily I mean

Lily
I don’t know…… I think that like sort of debate is probably….or like having some…. mainstream media or being able to learn about the policies and stuff but I would suppose you would have the issue of how many people would watch that, um. So I think using mainstream media is, is probably a good idea but, but…

Moderator
So I mean you mentioned you watched it for forty minutes. Did anyone else watch any, or listen to, any of the debates uh, in…live when they were on and how long did you guys last? In terms of do you….

Joe
I, I, I…I’ve watched the whole lot…

Moderator
Ok ****

Joe
…the second one I was in and out of the room a bit…

Moderator
Yeah 

Joe
…but I basically watched the whole of both of them really.

Moderator
Anyone else get close to watching or listening to all of them or….

Richard
I watched the whole of the first one…

Moderator
Ok

Richard
…and then the second one I was… yeah I listened to it all and was sort of giving half of my attention half the time I think

Moderator: Yeah, I was gonna ask did you think it was not long enough, too long or just about right?

Joe: You wouldn’t want it any longer 

Moderator
Mmm

Joe
{laughs}

Richard
Yeah

Joe
U…um, I…I mean the trouble is if you, if you only had it for an hour probably, you wouldn’t really cover sufficiently. I…I think probably about right, plenty of time although it does seem like a long time. 

Moderator
Mmm

Joe 
M…My other f…feeling though, uh yes I…I think it’s a start. I think it’s a good thing and it’s a start. It’s the first time it’s been done, it’s obviously going to get altered a bit as it… evolve as elections go on. I…I do think they’ve got to look seriously at how to get a bit more diversity into it and the, the smaller parties c…’cause o…otherwise there’s a danger it could just kind of coalesce power towards the…these three parties who are actually not very different.

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Joe
I think that’s a problem and I think they’ve got to look at how to diversify to be honest.

Moderator
Ok. {To Richard} Did you think they were too long, about… not long enough or just about right when you were…

Richard
I thought, I thought about right, yeah. I mean they did drag a little bit but uh…. But yeah to have uh, you know, to cover the issues you need, you know, it takes a certain amount of time.

Moderator
Time right. Um and we talked a little bit… so one of the things that, we talked a little bit about the structure that people, um are, understand, it sounds like, um, it would be hard to get every single party up there because as we said you know, there are parties that you do want to see but if you put those parties it means that there are parties that you don’t want to see, um, so i…it seems if I’m hearing people correctly, um debates in future might need to rethink some options in terms of formula. So maybe a glass case one but, but maybe also a Question Time one and maybe one with the main three and then, or you know, the UK wide and then maybe some in the regions with regional parties or smaller parties to kind of stop that idea that there’s only three parties out there that you have to chose from. That, the m… you know, people uh, it will make it harder for you if you do want to learn about the, uh, other parties than the ones that are on TV, you have to do the work yourself. Is that kind of what I am hearing back from people?

{Sounds of assent from participants}

Lily
I think it, I suppose in a way it did change a lot… some people’s minds because like say a lot people thought there were just two parties, like, ‘cause although there’s always three, often it’s joked about…

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
…isn’t it like, um, on like satirical news shows they’re like “Oh yeah and for the interest, we’ve got to talk about the Lib Dems as well”…

Moderator
Yeah

Lily
…and I think it’s um, made some awareness of there actually being…

Moderator
Options

Lily
Yeah

Moderator
Yeah, things like that. Um……. Then, uh, what was I going to do? Oh yes. Do you think we can go back to not having debates?

Joe
No

Moderator
Do you think a prime minister could say “Oh, um, I debate this person every day or every week at PMQ I don’t need to stand before the people”?

Joe
I think now it’s started I don’t think you can stop it, and I think that…that’s good…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Joe
Right, I, I think anyone that suggested we…w…won’t let you have them anymore I think it would, it would be seen so negatively against them that I don’t think they’d try it. 

Moderator
Hm, anyone else agree with that?

Lily
I think you could…

Richard
Mmm

Lily
…stop it. I not sure that a prime minister would necessarily be able to, like if they said in passing “Oh we’re not going to have it anymore” but if it… came out somewhere that it was generally, you know, there weren’t a very good view of figures or it was just that you know. I think that it…you could, um, you could stop them but the way in which you did that I think you’d have to be quite careful. I think if the prime minister said “Oh I don’t want that” then there would probably not, that would not be the way to…

Moderator
But it wouldn’t be the choice of the party leaders…a party leader, one party leader to say “No I’m not going to do that”. It would be more like you’re saying viewing figures or other… more outside?

Lily
Yeah, yeah it would… I think it would have to be perceived as being sort of, unbiased even though everything is. Um, yeah…

Katt 
But it is a kind of, um, it’s a, there’s a, a kind of Holy Trinity contract involved isn’t there and i… presumably if one of the Holy Trinity isn’t going to play ball then the whole thing falls. You know, so is, there a… I think there are possibilities there, you know, if for some reason one of the three key party leaders didn’t want to do it…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm 

Katt
It wouldn’t necessarily have to be the prime minister. 

Lily
Yeah

Nathan
Mmm Hmm

Katt
Umm, I mean if the prime minister’s challenged I think, in future they would have a difficulty in refusing that challenge but supposing it wasn’t the prime minister who didn’t want to do it, it was somebody else. 

Moderator
Mmm

Lily
Yeah

Katt
I think if then, you know if, if the leader of the, one of the other parties that wasn’t in government didn’t want to do it…

Moderator
Mmm

Katt
Then I think they would have a hard time going ahead with it…

{Participants indicate assent}

Katt
Given that they’ve got this kind of Holy Trinity…

Lily
yeah, yeah

Katt
…thing going on…

Lily
No that makes sense

Moderator
Equal time. So if one person pulls out every…

Katt
Yeah, but I mean, but of the three key, the three main parties, I mean, if the leader of the Lib Dems, let’s assume they don’t form the next government, uh if the leader of the Lib Dems say that they don’t want to do it anymore then I think it would be hard for them to proceed.

Lily
{Addressing Katt} I suppose, I think that it would be difficult for the leader to, to say that…

Katt
Yeah, yeah

Lily
…because people would say “Oh but you’re likely to lose”…

Katt
Yeah

Lily
It’s whether they would or not…

Katt
Yeah

Lily
…I think that um…

Katt
Right

Lily
…any of the three leaders would be….

Katt
Yeah

Lily
Yeah

Katt
Although I mean i…it remains to be seen how this will be analysed, I mean given that, given the kind of um, the daggers that got produced after Nick Clegg went out in front, you know the kind of dynamic that it set up, um, you know, it remains to see how that will be evaluated in the longer term.

Nathan
Yeah I think if they can have debates it would justify people’s particular political calculations or whatever.

Katt
Mmm

Nathan
You know, if you were, um… Gordon Brown would have had a harder time refusing debates from David Cameron. David Cameron saying “Well let’s debate”, Gordon Brown saying “Oh no we can’t have a debate or anything like that” for obvious reasons ‘cause people would interpret that as “Oh Gordon Brown can’t take on David Cameron” or whatever. Um, whereas had it been the other way around Cameron wouldn’t look arrogant in this debate, of course because I have an agenda or whatever…

 Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Nathan
…it has to be. So I think in future that’s where it’ll come from. I don’t think it’s n… ingrained in the UK political system alone.

Moderator
So we’re uh, we’ll sit here and…d…**** we’ll see I guess, if we’re here, if we’re back here in six months time ‘cause there’s been another um election call we’ll see if there’s…

Katt
God help us

Moderator 
…a debate in six months time or five years or how long…

Katt
{Large sigh}
Moderator
…it will take. {laughs} Oh just exasperated sigh at that idea {laughs}

Katt
Don’t say another six months!

Moderator
{Laughs} Alright. Um so two more topics and then I will bring this to a close. Um, in terms of the t…the uh coverage that’s given, uh political coverage in, in the Welsh language, uh news coverage, like on television and other um forms of media, do you , when you listen to those or pay attention to them, do you find that they do a better job of bJoecing the Welsh and UK wide concerns than the English language political programmes?

{Participants look to Joe}
Joe
Mmm

Moderator
Not…

Joe
Yeah…

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
Well t…the...they do I…I mean because with the Welsh programmes, you know **** programmes, they’re clearly going to give more of a bJoece to Wales although they do carry the whole viewcase so yeah it’s clearly more bJoeced, but t…the UK cant’ really… totally ignores Wales, completely. I… probab….I…I’m sure other regions i…in England will say it ignores them, but it’s… w…whereas the Welsh ones clearly include Wales so it’s, it’s more bJoeced.

Moderator 
You know from when you’re interested, do you prefer listening to those, um, you prefer those over the, the oth…or is that something you include to get, um, a better coverage of, of, of Welsh concerns?

Joe
Y…yeah, I mean I want to hear the, the Welsh n…news and the UK…

Moderator
Right

Joe
…I, I, I want that bJoece so, so yeah I prefer that, yeah.

Moderator
Ok

Joe
I…I wouldn’t want it to be the other way, I wouldn’t want…

Moderator
Yeah

Joe
…Wales to exclude what’s happening in the rest of the world… 

Moderator: Yeah

Joe
…but it doesn’t so…

Moderator
But when you, when you go for, or you’re interested in, in, in doing bJoece you’re, you’re definitely going to include the Welsh language…

Joe
Mmm

Moderator
…political programmes and everything else because that’s where you feel like

Joe
Yeah

Moderator
…those things are going to be addressed and come up…

Joe
Yeah

Moderator
I mean within like re… you know, Welsh regional sort of BBC programming…

Joe
Yeah 

Moderator
…and things like that. Ok, anyone else?

Lily
Um I don’t really pay attention to much of the media anyway, I mean I don’t get newspapers, the only newspapers I read are bits if there’s some in the flat my friends have bought or I listen to my friends more than anything else and I don’t speak Welsh, um so obviously I don’t know what goes on in the Welsh language thing. The only experience I’ve had of it, is that um, I’m practising reading Welsh and pronouncing it correctly. So like today we had a Plaid thing through the door so I was reading it to my friend who can speak Welsh and he was correcting so I kind of… was learning…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Lily
…what they’re saying simply because I was practicing reading it.

Moderator
Sure

Lily
So probably more of my media than anything else but that’s simply because I don’t read anything else.

Moderator
Ok

Lily
Um…but it’s going to have a larger Welsh focus on it because it’s for Wales

Moderator
Who else?

Richard
I don’t watch any of the, the Welsh language, I’m not a Welsh speaker so…

Katt
Nor I

Moderator
Right. Right then the last question, um or topic I guess we should s… uh I have is um, regardless of how you might be voting in your local constituency, if you, i…in terms of a preference for the actual outcome of the election being, uh sort of uh a clear majority for one party that can take on government and run it, or you can call it a hung or a bJoeced parliament where you get coalition. Do you have a preference? Would you like to see a, a working majority or would you like to see a um, uh a hung, hung parliament at the…as, as the outcome, regardless of how you might be voting locally, what do you think might be best in the national interest or…

Joe
I…I want to see a hung parliament because that’s the way people vote, that’s the reality of it. I mean I…I always…I remember this statistic that always stuck in my head from the 80s was um {covers face with hands while thinking} the C…the Conservative Party had 30 something percent of the vote and they had a majority of 144 in the House of Commons and I mean that i….it’s questionable whether that is even democracy at all, you know it’s just dreadful…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Joe
…and they were pushing all these right wing ideas through a…at the time and they didn’t e… have majority of the vote, e…. the popular vote, and I just think that’s absolutely wrong and the fact is the way people vote generally in the country is, it’s not overwhelmingly for one party or another it’s, it’s a mix and I think that Parliament needs to reflects that… reflect that mix and so a hung parliament f…for me i…is the right way to go and it forces parties to work together and I think that’s good.

Moderator
Mmm. Ok. Are there… uh, people agree with that or want to see the of… uh the clearer majority?

Nathan
If it was a party that I agreed with?

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
I’d want to see a clear majority

Moderator
Ok

Nathan
If it’s any other, like if it doesn’t look like it’s going to go the way I would like it to go…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Nathan
…I’d like to see a hung parliament so that you have as much compromise as possible 

Moderator
So in...in a… would that be a LibLab com… uh coalition or…

Nathan
For the three main part… uh

Moderator
Yeah like in terms of that

Nathan
Oh, in terms of that, I would rather see, uh, Labour and Lib Democrats against the Tories…

Moderator
Yeah

Nathan
Uh I’d rather see anybody and anybody against the Tories

{Participants laugh}

Nathan
Right so that just doesn’t matter. Um and in terms of the… I wouldn’t want it to be a majority of Labour at this point either…

Katt
No

Nathan
…it doesn’t mean I like the Liberal Democrats {laugh}

Moderator
Uh, right, yeah

Nathan
Right, but I guess I would go for, in terms of the three main parties right now I’d go for a hung parliament

Moderator
Ok. Anyone else on that?

Katt
I would agree with every word that Nathan says

Moderator
{Laughs} Ok. Richard do you have a preference for the national outcome?

Richard
Um

Moderator
Or…gr… I should say UK wide election, I think you know, for me being American “national” means like border to border but yes UK wide uh, election.

Richard
Y…yeah in this, in this election I don’t have a particular preference. I mean yeah, in general I’d like to see a, a party that I like have an absolute majority but uh…

Moderator
Mmm, But on Parliament it doesn’t necessarily like worry you, it doesn’t, it’s not like something that you see as a down side, your, or you’re, what’s kind of…

Richard
Um not, not particularly no, no but I d… I haven’t spent a great deal of time thinking about it really.

Moderator
Ok, fair enough, yeah. Lila and then…

Lila
Well I think I would uh, agree a lot with Nathan too and a lot what he said. It was to see a party that I voted for to be there as a majority, but I guess, I guess a coalition.

Moderator
Coalition would be next best thing, ok

Lily
Um, I don’t think I mind, um, I do query when people say that it means they will compromise more, um, because they could do…

Moderator
Mmm Hmm

Lily
…but they could equally just con…continually block each other um and, like I…I’m not that bothered and I don’t think that strong government is a good thing, hung parliament’s fine with me but, um, I don’t think it will necessarily mean that the parties will cooperate more, um, although I would love it if they did, um yeah.

Richard
Although, I…I don’t think that they’re so far apart that cooperation would be impossible.

Katt
Mmm

Lily
No that’s true

Joe
Mmm

Richard
So I don’t think the whole political system would be, you know…..I…I don’t think the g… the government would be paralysed by it. 

Katt
Mmm, it is not Northern Ireland

{Heads nodding and laughter from participants}

Richard
No, No

Moderator
Yeah. Right. Well this has been really interesting so I want to thank you guys, um, for your time and your thoughts uh I’d appreciate…

Unknown
There’s plenty more refreshments if they want

Moderator
And yes, yes there’s lots of food, um I do have one last…

Katt
I’m starving!

Moderator
…piece of paperwork, if I could have you um, fill this out…

Katt
**** I haven’t eaten lunch

Moderator
{Distributes papers}Now it looks, I know it looks very hefty but um again you… with the um, the election and, and the debates and things I’m really interested in kind of how people are perceiving some of the leaders so these are just questions about, again, the four gentleman uh, on the sheet of paper, i..it actually will go much faster than it looks. Um, and then when you finish if I could have you come over here, uh I’ve got uh an acknowledgement, like a receipt sheet um and I’ll just have you like put some… your, your name and signature um and then I’ll have the payments um…

Katt
Oh

Moderator
…over there as well. So when you just… yeah bring all your paperwork to me at once and you know final signature and then, get some food and take some with you…

Katt 
Ok. I need, I need food, I haven’t had any lunch

Moderator
Yes, please {laugh}

Katt
Thank you

Moderator
…you can eat… write and uh snack and uh absolutely

{87:53-88:39 Background Noise}

Moderator
Ahh yeah ****

Nathan
Mmm Hmm

{88:42-89:46 Background Noise}

Lily
What’s the date today?

Moderator
Ahhh the 24th
Lily
Twenty-Fourth ****

Moderator
Yep that’s um, the **** um I don’t know if you want to do that or not…

Katt
Yeah

Moderator
…just come to the next group… and then um this is for um the Birkbeck uh…

Lily
Ok

Moderator
**** paper ****

Nathan
How does this ****

Moderator
Thank you very much. Right, and I’ve given you your ****

Katt
Yeah

Richard
****

{General crosstalk from participants}

Moderator
**** Um so I’m hoping the idea is to do a book. So quite a bit farther down the line but um British Academy might be publishing um doing some media **** yeah, um that’s uh****, um so if there, there might be a press release or something going on…

Joe and Nathan
Oh, Oh cool, oh good

Moderator
…so if that’s the case I’ll be in touch. Um yes uh thank you for having us again ****

Joe
Um the next one, number four Moderator **** my eyes **** the whole thing

Moderator
Yes ***

{General crosstalk}

Moderator
Yeah sorry, this is um ****

Katt
Ok, ok

Lily
Fine **** business

{More crosstalk from all participants}

Lily
I was told that it would go to waste

Katt
Yes well, I ha…. I’m very glad of it ‘cause I haven’t had any lunch

Lily
Yeah

Joe
It was nice to get a Northern Ireland perspective as well. 

Katt
Yeah

Joe
It’s so different isn’t it?

Katt
Yeah

Joe: 
Now, you know, I don’t know, I’ve been there and it’s a different planet really, we don’t, we were born here…

Katt
Well I’m actually currently +personal identifier+, the Northern Ireland establishment…

Joe
Oh

Katt
…so I have really strong views about them

Joe
Yeah 

{Lily and Joe laughing}

Katt
Umm

Joe
Yeah n…nice to meet you Katt
Katt
Ok

{General crosstalk}

Moderator
…Is it alright if I give you this incentive **** thinking about these things

Katt
I’m going to **** my purse, see what the number is

Moderator
Ok um so because I would, **** thinking about it, {laughs} and it’s all set, just put **** and it’s all set

Lily
Ok

Moderator
**** consent form**** It was a five pound incentive to get students

{General crosstalk}

Lila
I hope I was uh ****

Moderator
Yeah it was very interesting, thank you very much

Lila
Thank you, goodbye

Moderator
Bye

{General crosstalk}

Moderator
Good, good. I don’t know if you had a chance to ****

{Recording ends 95:49}

