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Daniel:
What’s the date today?

Moderator
27th. 

Daniel:
I don’t have to tick these do I?

Moderator
No, no it’s ** we’ll go over that in the group so ah first um thank you for all coming this evening and um agreeing to participate it’s really great.  Um just to tell you a little bit more about the project this is um associated with my post doctoral research um there hasn’t been ah an academic attempt to um to do focus groups in advance of an election. There is a lot of survey data but there isn’t a sort of systematic attempt to sort of go out and talk to people and find out what they’re thinking about or what they are paying attention to and so this is an attempt to try and do that and it’s kind of an interesting election to be talking to people as a lot of people are still making up their minds or maybe have an idea of how they are going to vote but might be a bit more open to what the, how they are actually going to vote at the end of it and so this research is kind of trying to contribute to understanding how people go about making their decisions  so um  before we start I just want to go over the consent  form um just so that  if you have any questions you can answer it now but um when you sign the form  you are agreeing that um a couple of things you you’ve read the um project information brochure and if at any point you would like another copy of that you can just contact me and I can send it through again um you have the opportunity to ask questions about the research at any time including well afterwards so you can just contact me again by email or you have my mobile no. um and I’ll try to answer you know whatever questions might come up afterwards.  You understand that by taking part you are being recorded both in terms of an audio recording and a video recording um but that um will be filed ah with UK Data Archive and I’ll go into that a bit more at the bottom your confidentiality will be protected so nobody who is not an authorised researcher will have access to the information and those who do have access will be required to again ah change your names and make sure that nothing identifiable ** to you is published.  Your participation is voluntary so if for whatever reason you do need to leave or want to leave at any time you don’t have to explain yourself or justify you can just get up and leave nobody has (laugh) but that certainly is your right um but um anything that you have contributed I might um still use up to the point of your withdrawal.  Um for historical purposes and also for other researchers I do plan on depositing this data with the UK Data Archive so people can use it in the future but again as I said um researchers will only be able to use it if they promise to protect your confidentiality and your anonymity.  Um by signing this consent form you’re also agreeing to assign copyright of what you say in this group tonight to me um and that’s not so that I can go off and publish it and make loads of money um its more ah um about the fact that when I come to do a publication out of this research you might say something that really captures a feeling or sentiment and I don’t want to have to paraphrase you I want to just be able to take what you’ve said exactly as you’ve said it and include it in a document and by assigning me the copyright of your words um in this group only that it’s a lot easier for me to do that and to use what you say here in my research.   If you do want to be contacted about publications or other research outputs from this project all you have to do is fill out the form in ah terms of do you want to be contacted um or not, and then if you do how you would like to be contacted by deleting as appropriate.  Um your phone no. and address which is on your participant form will remain with me in a locked cabinet ah so it’s not going to be sold or in anyway, um given to anyone else and um will really only be used to contact you as a follow up um form and maybe verifying some information making sure that I’ve understood something you’ve said correctly um or to let you know that there’s a publication that’s going to be coming out based on this research.  Um and the final thing is just confirming that you’re agreeing to freely participate and that you understand that everything that’s done tonight is protected by professional code of conduct.  So what are your questions about ah the consent form or the project itself? {Pause}

Daniel
Is it possible to make a lot of money by having the copyright or are you just saying that as some kind of turn of phrase because otherwise I might stop doing it.

Moderator
{laughing} Yes, yes ah I have yet to be paid anything for anything I’ve published. {laughing} That’s a very ah...

Daniel 
Just checking.

Moderator
Yeah basically it’s a lot of free work for the sake of doing it I guess it’s for the benefit of having it.  Other questions? {Pause} Right.  So just to um since  we’re going to be sitting here and kind of chatting for the next 90 minutes it would be nice to um get to know each other a little bit I guess we can turn these over unless {moderator turns over the name placards of those who are not in attendance}

Moderator
** so that people don’t get confused  ** 

{some participants pick up their name placards}

Moderator No, no don’t turn yours over {laughs} ** Just so you won’t confuse people. Um so if we could just do the horrible icebreaker thing um if you can say ah your name where you are from what you are doing and ah also ah maybe how you first became aware of politics. So in fairness while you are all thinking I will start.  Um my name is Kristi Winters ah I work here at Birkbeck in the Department of Politics I ah actually live in ah beautiful +city+ which is in East Anglia a little bit further north um and the first time I became aware of ah my first memory of politics is the Reagan Carter debate ah I’m kind of dating myself here but I ah do remember it because I was very ah I was pretty young at the time and I remember I didn’t like Ronald Reagan and I waggled my rear end at the television and my mom was so offended that she sent me to bed. So um that was my um first time that I was persecuted for my political beliefs um but when I guess I became more aware of politics as a process was probably during Live Aid ah which was when I was a teenager and the idea that people could actually come together and make a difference and do things collectively I think was pretty important for my awareness and my um what directions I took politically. So um that’s me um can we start... 

{moderator gestures to her  left hand side where Tanya is sitting}

Moderator
...Tanya you won’t always have to start I will kind of change it up a bit here so...

Tanya
Um, yeah my name’s Tanya I um grew up in +area in West London+ um I work at +a London university+ as an admissions officer for +personal identifier+ um I don’t know what my first memory of politics is off the top of my head now um but I did I have been interested in it and I did do politics A level as I was interested in it so um although I hope I haven’t tied myself up now as I don’t know **

Moderator
No.  

Tanya
Not that I think anyone would do that but um.

Moderator
Yep ok great thank you.

Phil
Hi I’m Phil I go to I live in London but I go to +a university in the East Midlands+ so um I’m in +area in the East Midlands+ for most of the time.  Um first memory of politics not too sure but I remember voting for Mayor of London.

Moderator
OK great thank you.

Iris
Hi my names Iris um I live here in London um came from Italy originally and my family settled here um during my student days a very long time ago um as a teenager I was very actively involved in student politics in my sixth form college I actually set up the Labour club ah society and we were very very active in setting up sort of trying to encourage the ah to debate ah political debates within the student ah fraternity who were very, very reluctant but um we used to invite speakers and um organise demonstrations um we successfully campaigned against Michael Portillo to change our sixth form college into a car park which ah...

{participants laughing}

Participant
Nice

Iris
so ah that meant ah going into council meetings as well I actually participated in - this will date me - in the what we used to call the poll tax riot yes? I was there and so ah we know what really happened when the police charged um and they sent their horses through the demonstrator’s and the TV then turned that demonstration around to make it look like as if we charged them so um.  I was also heavily involved in South African politics in terms of campaigning outside the South African embassy before it was ah before it became very in vogue to ah support Mandela.  But I had to sort of abandon all that when I went into the workplace and became very disillusioned with politics and politicians and how they were when I really got involved and found out ah what politicians and politicians what they’re self interest was about a long time ago, so that’s ah how I’ve been interested in politics.

Moderator
Great. Thank you very much for that.

Iris
Thank you.

Andrew
I’m Andrew. I’m +under 25+ years old and um right now I’m a part-time cleaner +personal identifier+ ah my first memory of politics is um I don’t have one.

Moderator
Ok.

Andrew
Yeah um that’s it.

Moderator
Good.

Ida
I’m well uh Ida but +nickname removed+ is fine. Um I ah studied in London at +a London University+ and I’m actually now working there um +personal identifier+ but due to start a new job at +a department in a London university+ shortly. Um I guess my first memory of politics is probably when um John, John Major was elected obviously I was quite young then but um that’s probably my first kind of memory of you know the sort of big deal that an election was um guess you know I’ve got more sort of more interested um as I got older sort of throughout university and um yeah.

Moderator
Great thank you.

Daniel
Daniel. {waves hand at other participants}  Hi, um I don’t live in London I’ve recently come back I was living somewhere else ** and ah my earliest memory of politics is probably just images on TV like Neil Kinnock, Arthur Scargill, like Margaret Thatcher stuff like that Spitting Image and just kind of focusing more on the image and not really realising why these people were important and then after that I had a kind of epiphany when I realised that what they were all like doing currying favour and like representing people and that kind of good bits and the bad bits and that’s pretty much my major like my two kind of milestones in thinking about politics.

Moderator
OK great so thank you everyone.  So in tonight’s discussion um the idea is to really get um ah everybody’s thoughts so there’s, there’s sort of no right answer no wrong answer um and it’s not designed to be like a debate so if there are people here who are on opposite sides of the political spectrum um that’s great and also if you feel like you people are giving a view that you don’t share um you shouldn’t feel like you shouldn’t give it quite the opposite if you think um  that ah if you think taxes going down and public spending going down and you think that taxes should go up and public spending should go up I would really encourage you to say something because it’s not about getting people to agree or saying who’s wrong its more about finding out what different people are thinking um so all views are welcome um here and so you shouldn’t feel like as if the group is seeming to go in one direction and that you shouldn’t say anything um again I’m really interested in different views and differing views. Um and the other thing too is that if somebody says something that you want to pick up on like either it makes you think of something you realise that you also think is important or like you pick up on and you want to expand on then just say well um Tanya made a point that I kind of want to come back to as it made me think about something else. You know so please feel free to ah um work with each other as the discussion goes on.  Um right. So I think we’re just going to start the general focus group here and since we have a pretty small group I think a lot of times we’ll just kind of take it in turns and if people do want to you know build on something somebody else said just sort of you know raise your hand and we’ll skip around the group but otherwise with a group this small it should be pretty easy for everyone if they have something to say to make a contribution but I don’t want to move on before people have finished.  So in terms of the election itself people are generally pretty busy they have lives outside of just you know paying attention to politics um and so some people don’t pay any attention to what’s going on some people are vaguely aware of it um some people are kind of following it closely. If you could just say um about what sort of time that you’ve got to be aware of what’s going on with the campaigns um, how much, how much are you paying attention to what’s going on.  Daniel, can I start with you.  

Daniel
I’m not um I’m not um paying any attention to it at all kind of like um there’s no self directed paying attention I’m just ah picking up what I filter through people whose opinion I’m open too and I’m trying to ignore the hype so for example sometimes just out of curiosity though I’ll walk past a newspaper stand in like Sainsbury’s or whatever just to see like a window into like ten different peoples trying to influence everyone else kind of thing.  One newspaper will be like ‘blah’ and the other will be like ‘blah’ and I’ll think oh that’s interesting they’re trying to say this they’re trying to say this and then one person is trying to rubbish some other guy like ‘Clegg this’ whatever and then the other one is saying you know ‘Conservative Party this’ the other one whatever so in the I’m not trying to stay away from it aspect um I am paying attention to it at a distance mainly through friends or people whose opinions I respect and kind of taking it in as in a good marketing idea kind of thing.

Moderator
OK

Daniel
I’m interested in the marketing like they were giving out newspapers that looked like newspapers but were actually like a Labour Party thing made to look like a Metro and I thought ah that’s a good idea just stuff like that that’s how I’m-
Moderator
Great

Daniel
- how I’m paying attention to it.

Moderator
Interesting. Thank you. Ida.

Ida
Um well this is the first general election I can vote in because um my birthday is in the end of May so um I just missed out last time um so I’m sort of trying to um you know pay attention to it but my knowledge isn’t that good but um you know I’ve been sort of watching the debates and kind of trying to, to follow and speaking to friends who you know whose knowledge is better than mine at things so um yep you know so following it but not to a huge extent but definitely taking an interest in you know in kind of trying to find out more because I feel that there’s a lot that I don’t know about things like hung parliaments and that kind of thing so um yeah.

Moderator
Ok. Great. Thank you. Andrew.

Andrew
I’m not following the election? No I’m not really cause, um I don’t exactly like know what like both parties have to offer all I know is that what comes through my letterbox is Labour and I can’t think what the Conservatives do like there was an interesting poster round my area like um that it said um Labour let out 8000 criminals early don’t let them do it again.  I just thought that was um quite interesting like but then like that’s all like I’ve seen from Conservatives around my area so it interests me but I haven’t really like equally I’m not going to vote for Labour just cause I know they’re there cause they have the courtesy to put something through my letterbox I’m not going to vote for them nah it’s like I wanna weigh up the um see what they’re willing to do like to help me now or in the future so like I have to see first but because I haven’t seen them I’m not going to vote like it’s not quite um fair or I just don’t see why I would vote like if I don’t know what they’re both offering .

Moderator
Right.

Andrew
Yeah.

Moderator
Ok. Thank you for that.  Iris.

Iris
Hi um well I haven’t watched all of the debates on the TV because I’m more interested in focusing on in this particular election and given the circumstances like the credit crunch and financial turmoil that we’re in well worldwide is in listening to also and reading what the economists have to say and what the opinion of the economists on the um situation is financially for the UK um and what direction they feel that the next government should take so I’m less inclined to focus on I’m not interested in um listening to debates from Clegg and Gordon Brown I’m focusing on the individuals I’m more interested in the wider picture ah so I tend to read an awful lot more in terms of the Financial Times and seeing what they have and that’s how I’m focusing on the um I’m not interested I’ve always voted Labour but I have to be honest with that and hold my head up high but I realise that for example when I.. when Tony Blair was running against Margaret Thatcher um I was a lot younger than and I stayed up all night for the election and but those traditional Labour policies have gone out the window so now I, I now find myself in saying well where does the traditional Labour voter go now because our views are no longer represented by the Labour Party so but I would never vote Conservative I’m not interested in what the Social Democrats have to say because they really don’t seem to have any viable policies apart from being in opposition um so at the moment I’m reading and I’m trying to figure out what the parties actually intend to do about um what their intentions are about the economy that’s how I’m following it but not just through the TV as the TV is also about glamorising  people and focussing in on individuals and they’re not looking at the big picture so I prefer to I’m following it via the newspapers and ah but I’m very disappointed in what I’m hearing from all the parties in that they seem to be promising an awful lot I think people have got to realise that whomever comes into power has a huge massive debt and whatever promises they may make to you, whatever promises those may not be fulfilled a lot of empty promises um we know that to be the case from what all the economists are saying where enough of these people are going to get all the money to fund all the promises that they’re making to you so ah it’s all lies, lies and damned lies at the end of the day um so finding it really difficult as to this time where am I going to put the ballot box. One thing I am really disappointed in is that is it just me or has anyone heard anything from the Greens?

Andrew
Yeah.

Moderator
Yes I watch a lot of politics I should say and I suppose I should let other people answer um but I know that I’ve seen in terms of the media very little coverage but have other people

Iris
I mean the Greens are a huge party in, in Europe especially in Germany why is it here then you know we also have Green you know issues to follow, you know why isn’t the Green Party coming forward and being represented?

Moderator
Has anyone been contacted by the Green Party?

Iris
I’ve had not even a leaflet through my door.

Daniel
That’s not very green is it?

{participants laughing}

Iris
{gesturing to Daniel} Send me an email. 

Daniel
Email maybe.

Iris
** recycled toilet paper **

Daniel
Yeah there is that.

Iris
You know **

{participants laughing}

Daniel
{laughing heartily} Recycled toilet paper!

Iris
But I’m very disappointed in what I’m hearing from all the parties cause there like empty promises they’re not going to have cash to follow it through so why bother listening you know they will promise you the earth but they will not have the money to do it so be very careful about where you put your vote.

Moderator
Very good comments. Thank you. Ah Phil.

Phil
Yeah um I haven’t really been following it.  I know I will vote but I haven’t really thought about who yet yeah um I’m like um some people already said ** advertising and stuff but um yeah I haven’t really been following it.

Moderator
Alright.  Thanks. Tanya.

Tanya
Um yeah I’ve been following it a fair amount I’ve watched the two debates on the telly um filled in a couple of um questionnaires um giving my opinions on policies to see what I should vote um but they’ve come out with Lib Dems and so that’s actually partly why I’m taking more of an interest... I mean I always take an interest but I usually I would always vote Labour so I wouldn’t have to take that much interest cause I kind of, my decision was made um but I’m more uncertain now um so perhaps doing more than I would’ve done in other elections.

Moderator
And was that through websites that you had the option... where you go through and answer policy questions...

Tanya
Yeah exactly.  I did one quite brief one and then I did one that took about 45 minutes so um I grew a bit tired of it towards the end.  Yeah I think one of them was um I think one of them was just a Facebook link and the other one a friend sent me and I think it originated Daily Telegraph um

Ida
Actually I’ve, {gestures towards Tanya} I’ve done one of those as well. I um forgot to say that earlier {laughing}.

Moderator
That’s ok. This is why the group dynamics {gestures to both Tanya and Ida back and forth}

Ida
Yeah I think I did that Telegraph one as well I think.

{Moderator turns around and gestures to the camera person and mouths the words “Can you close the window?”}

Moderator
OK.  And in terms of your in how it turned and how you think you’re going to vote are they pretty similar? Like do your policy positions matching up to your vote choice or what your preference... your preference is? 

Ida
Um yeah I think so I mean it wasn’t a sort of complete surprise I mean I’m currently I’m trying to decide between voting for Labour or Lib Dem and um I guess the, the survey came out as says Labour was my highest percentage matchup or whatever but um which kind of surprised me a bit because I would’ve said that I was you know only sort of a little left of centre type you know and so maybe I would’ve thought that perhaps that I, it would’ve come out with Lib Dem but um I think it’s interesting because obviously my responses to the questions you know you can consider yourself something in one political bracket but when it actually comes down to the policies its its not necessarily you know they don’t always correlate quite as you think they might um I guess partly what you were saying that you know Labour values um have really changed and you know over the last sort of decade um yeah. 

Moderator 
So ah people did mention that you know that you um a couple of things one is sort of paying attention to the campaign messages and how it’s sort of an advertising campaign um and people also mentioned talking to other people friends or um people around you who whose views that you trust um other can you say would people be willing to say a little bit more about the kinds of um things that their friends are talking about that you are drawing upon.

Daniel
Um. {deep breath and large sigh} Um.

Iris
I don’t know about you but have you seen how little people are interested? In...

Andrew
Some of that is because, I think is ‘cause everyone just think it’s just gonna be what... whatever party they vote for they’re gonna get the same thing it’s like the same outcome they’re not gonna make any difference it’s the same thing. Whatever one party is offering the other party will probably do the same thing when they come to power so...

Daniel
Yeah a wolf in wolf’s clothing if you like 

Iris
Yeah I think what you’re saying there then is that the general electorate has now realised that traditional party politics um policies for each party have disappeared and that we’ve become what’s called “catch all” parties where basically any, any of those I would say the major parties will try to capture your vote by offering you any kind of promises regardless of what they’re based, you know, the grass roots values are.
Andrew
Um you know it’s kind of like someone says you know we’re gonna lower taxes, ok cool. They’ll lower taxes but then they just eventually go up again so they did that for a while. Ok cool, but then they went back up so what did we really do have a temporary like little shopping spree and after its back to like paying full prices it’s just like so, what’s the point cause back in the long run its gonna come back to the same well so what’s the point it’s just like not much might as well not bother let everyone else do it or whoever thinks that whoever is interested really in it. Like for us like I’m more kind of like a kid like I don’t really pay much interest in it at the moment ‘cause like what I’ve seen like international politics like in Colombia like you just see there’s corruption or, it’s just like they’re not going to make a difference. It’s not going to be like something like really good for like our countries it’s just that... we have politics it’s just there... it’s just there to have but like I don’t know it’s like 

Iris
 Didn’t they have a military junta there?

Andrew
A what?

Iris
A military junta?

Andrew
What’s that?

Daniel
Is it is it a dictatorship? Is that what you mean?

Andrew
Oh no, no they don’t. No they have um a democracy yeah

Iris
OK

Andrew
Yeah so, no, no it’s not that. It’s just I don’t know, it’s just like we just feel like everyone is offering the same thing, it’s like and whatever we get, it’s always gonna be like the major two parties ok Labour and the Liberal Democrats and whoever comes to power is gonna offer the same thing as the other one really it’s just kind of like who looks the most attractive at the time.

Daniel
Yeah. Yeah.

Andrew
Kind of thing.  You know just vote for them. Whatever, they look nice.

Daniel
Yeah. Yeah.  See I think that to me uh I guess what you said what about friends saying, um friends say different things depending on influences that they’ve had so I just take it with a pinch of salt but ah one thing which I think about which is true I do find a lot of people that I know are quite apathetic, is that the right word to use? ...in that they don’t like yeah whatever and I think a lot of people myself included even though I really appreciate having been out of the country I appreciate living in a democracy like we have the right to vote yeah that we’re supposedly able to change our country by having by living in a democracy is incredible and it’s a privilege and it’s a proper luxury even though there are problems with it I so I, I stick my hands up when I say that and I know that I should vote but I don’t think I have ever actually voted by the way cause I’ve never really been here at the time. I’ve been working in other countries and I haven’t bothered to do it and also because I have the same feeling as Andrew which is that like I don’t feel that I don’t feel that it makes any difference anyway um but I know that it does and it should but then because now especially it seems that everyone is kind of on the same page like ah because of that because I don’t feel that one person is so different from another person and because I don’t have enough time to be completely educated about what’s going on as I’m ignorant really in these matters. I kind of feel like ok I, I want to pay attention to it but I’ve got to make a living and I’ve got to do like family, friends and all that kind of thing. That’s like the second part and then thirdly I think it’s kind of a futile system because only the result is important in the end you know and only the results at the end is what’s important so even if someone is promising you the world if they do something good that’s good right but the candy aspect of like three dudes on a in a debate like you were saying {gesturing to Iris} you know the ones you said you watched and then the white lines going up and down like that’s cool but that’s just one person it’s not the whole thing like you were saying {gesturing to Iris}. So I end up getting kind of cynical about it um not cynical, sorry, I’m not saying your cynical {gesturing to Iris} I’m saying I’m cynical so I end up getting cynical about it and feeling kind of apathetic but then I’m kind of feeling like like that’s where I kind of am at the moment and um the kind of irony appreciate it should get involved it’s amazing it’s a luxury we’re free blah blah blah. You know I’m not being forced into labour camps or something but then on the other hand like ah so ah I find I don’t know I’m kind of stuck in the middle I’m just gonna it’s the...{makes motion to moderator of scales going up and down with each hand, indicating going back and forth}

Moderator
Right. Does anyone else feel like..

Iris
You’re only free once every four years. Once you put your vote in the ballot box that’s it you’ve lost your freedom and even then as you correctly both pointed out {gesturing to Andrew and Daniel} promises that are made during the election process are not delivered as you say

Daniel
Mmmm

Iris
...And so that’s what’s turning people off on the voting system to begin with. Um all, you know I just want to reiterate, all three parties seem to have abandoned their core values and they’re just actually fudging and readapting and shifting their policies according to what the other um parties are actually you know um and also it’s a popularity contest it’s not about ethical values and boundaries and so one week you will hear the Labour Party say this the next week they’ll say something else there isn’t... and then after the election you know ** for example during the one of the elections they said they weren’t going to raise or bring in um, uh student  

Moderator
Top up fees

Iris
Top up fees.  What happened? As soon as they got elected um they reneged on their promises and when um Margaret Thatcher was in power I participated in demonstrations against the to, to make sure that the grant system was not um replaced by a... a... and it was Tony Blair who went even further. So ah obviously we’re all, what the British public is, is aware of now is that’s it’s, all the parties are becoming very loose. There are no boundaries so therefore how can you choose it at the end of the day they’re all, they’re opportunists and really looking out for themselves and there are no set policies and ah at the moment there is a heck of a lot of a mess that’s been made of the economy and no one really seems to have put, um their finger on the button as to how they’re going to solve this and unless they solve it there are, that’s going to taint everything.  

Moderator 
So we’ve heard from people who feel like there is not a lot of difference between the parties are there people who feel that there are some ideological differences or important policy differences cause we do wants lots of views, so, uh that was really great contributions but um so uh Tanya, do you feel like, you’ve got a... 

Tanya
Yeah um yeah I think there is some I agree with what you are saying I think there is still a core difference between Labour and the Conservatives um {pause} you know like it wasn’t that long ago where I where they were making sort of homophobic remarks or there was that B&B incident. I think there is still a lot of xenophobia and um prejudice in the Conservative party still um I don’t think they’re by any means... I don’t think they are similar to Labour I think their policies are getting more similar um and I think though there is a difference with what they plan to do with the economy I think between the two parties um or at least you know the time scale that they’ve mentioned um and so I think I think there are still differences not big ones and nothing like as big as they were but there are still important differences I think.

Moderator
Right. Thank you. Yeah that’s great, anyone else? 

Ida
I’d, I’d agree with that as well and sort of um kind of contradictory to, to what you said I suppose {gesturing to Iris} um I cause you I think both of you {gesturing to Iris and Daniel} mentioned that that you thought a lot of people were sort of not taking an interest in it um but um I mean obviously it just depends on what kind of circle of people you know you have contact with but I found that um particularly amongst um my friends so all my age you know early twenties um are almost all of my friends are you know quite really quite interested and um sort of trying to get as much information as they can and that, but it covers a broad spectrum. Like I have friends that are definitely going to vote Conservative and friends that really are really left-wing and so I think, but, but there is either side of it there is that sort of passion for... they’re definitely you know there’s all these Facebook groups sort of national not-voting-Conservative day and things like that um and people are getting quite sort of passionate about it I think you know that’s what I found amongst the people that I, I know um so... 

Moderator
That’s great because exactly like it all depending on like what your friends talk about and who you...

Ida
Yeah

Moderator
...different people have different experiences and that’s exactly the kind of diversity that I really appreciate in these groups so thank you both for your contribution on that.  Um in terms of making up your minds can I just see like in term of a show of hands who has not yet made up their mind again and how you would vote... 


{All six participants raise their hands}

Moderator
Has anyone – Ok but you’re a little more centred {gesturing to Tanya} but you’re still 

Tanya
Yeah yeah. 

Moderator
You have a gravitating force but you’re not pulled in yet

Tanya
Yeah ya.

Moderator  Yes ok.

Tanya: Yeah

Moderator  
Um what kinds of things would make up your mind.  If we could I guess we started with did we start with you last time? {gesturing to Tanya} Are we back to Tanya? Maybe we could start with Phil {laughing}

Daniel
Yeah exactly across **

Moderator
Yes. Yes. Start with Phil. When it comes down to, ok this is the thing or the things that might have more than one like this is going to help me um I’m going to the ballot box and I’m going to make my decision, what are the things that you might want to you know, know about or um pay attention to or um consider when you decide which where you are going to make your mark. So um yeah Phil 

Phil
Um I was thinking about that and thinking do I do I want to choose who I want to run the country or my constituency.

Moderator
Mmmmn.

Phil
Because um like I might like what they want to do for the country but in my constituency they’re not really doing a lot, but then for me I’m most of the time I’m in +area in the East Midlands+ so even if I do vote for my constituency I’m not really there most of the time so it wouldn’t make a difference so I’m kind of stuck between which one do I want to vote for who wants to run the country or who’s going to do the best work for my constituency so I’m kind of stuck on that.

Moderator
Ok and so that would be like one of the things that you will consider?

Phil
 Yeah

Moderator
Ok and is it ok for me to ask in your constituency what’s the, what are the sort of um choices that you have there. Is it, do you know kind of like is there like ah um in terms of who’s, who’s running things right now 

Phil
Um I’m not too sure.

Moderator
That’s ok. That’s fine.  That’s fine.  I’m sorry to put you on the spot there I, I should not have. Um Iris.  
Iris
Um yeah that’s a really good question that’s a really good comment that you’ve brought up because um, I’ve had quite a lot of contact with a member a local member of parliament but he’s not my member of parliament because my member of parliament does not even actually bother to see his constituents and does not care to have any contact so she’s with... I’m in the borough of Westminster and so I believe I think she’s the North Westminster and um she’s great she’s very active in her local community she’s very present she’s very there she’s um and I’m not just sort of being biased toward her because she’s Labour, I’m just.... I have a lot of contact she’s always participating in local events she’s very um interested in the community and always coming to community events um I’ve always seen her there and um so it’s very difficult to say you know if I don’t vote Labour that means that she would disappear and it would be a great loss to that community she’s very, very interested in and you know is one of those few members of parliament that I’ve seen is really committed and believes in what she does um and she works backwards to make sure she’s involved in everything  and tries to do it. And so nationally though I have doubts about Labour um even though I am a traditional Labour supporter so I’m really having a ** it’s really you know, with my conscience at the moment is finding it really hard to where to put my... ‘cause I don’t want to see her disappear um so but I’m finding it really hard to find anything good about Labour at the moment really good really nothing good about them in the last 13- 14 years especially how they’ve, they’ve mishandled the credit crunch and I wish that um on certain key issues the amount of money that was spent propping up certain banking system that we had referendums as they do have in other European countries and for us to have more of a say during that process as to whether it was a viable ting to do ** so ah 

Moderator
So um that’s all for sort of consideration

Iris
Yeah um so I don’t know.  Local politics and national politics I’m having a real, real struggle. 

Moderator
Right. Thanks. Andrew.

Andrew
Um what was the question again

Moderator
Yeah, yeah, is it... That’s alright.  What, what kind of thing is going to go through your mind, you know are you going to be thinking... you mentioned before about your, how taxes play out but when it comes to making up your mind on which party, you know, are you what kind of things would you be.... 

Andrew
Dunno it’s like um, if at the times you need to vote, like honestly what I just want is like a piece of paper like half of it like Labour and like half of them Liberal Democrats and like you know just hope like no bias or nothing like that tell me what they’re gonna do and after that I can really just see a clear picture well what they’re planning to do or like and whichever one I like the most ** who I think like is really going to help to the country even though like it ** like a promise it can be broken but that would be the one that I would choose the one that seems most attractive to me... and like the one I see that... who really like help me in like the long run like in the future I want something like cheaper housing and stuff like that and if that’s gonna be possible ‘cause like I want to buy a house and yeah. I want to see which ones the most important for me in the long run. 

Moderator
Right.

Moderator
That’s what really what it’s about what you want. But yeah **  

Moderator
Ok. Thanks for that. Ida?
Ida
Um well I guess I’ve sort of, it’s not really so good ** I’m really quite influenced by other people so like um you know when I talk to friends and things um have got, you know, friends that have, a friend who’s currently, um actually working for a Lib Dem MP and he, this friend is um, he’s traditionally more of a Labour supporter I guess but he’s working for this Lib Dem MP and um you know he knows a lot about um politics and um things. So talking to people like that I’m sort of open to taking their opinions on board and you know because they know so much more than me. Um I guess something that kind of might influence me  but then I don’t know if it’s you know if it’s sort of the right kind of thing to do as it were is um the sort of temptation to kind of vote tactically and, and um to sort of um ‘cause you know I say that I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t want the Conservatives to, to be in government and therefore I’m sort of currently trying to decide whether you know tactically it’s going to make more sense to vote Labour just to keep them out or vote Lib Dem to keep them out so um that’s kind of something that I’m considering as well and as you said {gesturing to Andrew} sort of personal things um to myself as well you know the things that kind of in the long term will affect my life um you know like, as you mentioned too {gesturing to Andrew} sort of housing and things like that and you know obviously um I’m, you know early twenties and, and renting and at some point I’m going to want to buy a place as you said {gesturing to Andrew} so um you know I think taking into consideration policies and all that as well but, but yeah I guess that’s sort of not, not necessarily a good thing but tend to be sort of... yeah kind of think about voting tactically I suppose so yeah. 

Moderator
I think lots of people do.  So um yeah. Daniel. 

Daniel
Uh, so the question was what are the factors go through your mind when go vote.

Moderator
Yeah when it when it comes to making a decision what kind of thing will turn you toward one party or

Daniel
Um, definitely just people really. Like I have lots of friends that work for politicians and ah some of them who I really respect and some who I think are mad two-faced slime balls so ah

Moderator
The friends or the politicians?

Daniel
The friends who work for the politicians.

Moderator
Ah. Ok.


{Participants laugh}

Daniel
Like yeah, so um so the people that I respect I will listen to their opinion ‘cause ultimately you know, I’m human and I’m influenced by other people so that’s my decision making easy to say it your way I’m unique and have my own mind is probably not that true. So ah yeah that’s one thing and what you said. How’s it going to affect me? I don’t know I haven’t even got into it I should do but I’m not ** I’m not thinking logically I should do but I don’t. Um but because I had this kind of underlying thing that it will be fine no matter what happens but the third thing that’s influencing me is that some people I know who I consider to be smarter than most people I know are they have this feeling as well that nothing affects anything else so whoever gets into power is basically we’re all going to be alright we’re all going to have food shelter and ah we’re going to be ok that’s what their premise is and so they’ve started this organisation where they think that ultimately that people will be affected by our voting is people who live outside the UK foreign policy and things like that

Moderator
Ok.

Daniel
It’s like this thing called “Give your vote” I think it’s called I was just looking it up to find the name I think it’s called “Give your vote” so what it is, is um they’ve got representatives in various countries that are affected by the foreign policies of all these governments which we are talking about now and so what they are trying to do is to get people to vote on behalf of people in those countries ‘cause they’re the ones who are going to be really affected living in poverty or whatever.

Moderator
Ok.

Daniel
So it’s not just thinking about the good of the UK but the good of other people in the world. So they might influence my decision if I even bother to vote

Moderator
Right. Yeah um

Daniel
I don’t know what to say in all honesty but yeah that’s how I feel like I’ll just be thinking, I’ve got to do all these other things like, when am I going to go down there and vote ** but I should do because I have the right to vote obviously which is the logical thing but I’m, I’m it’s good to openly say it like I’m just not logical and like even though I should do it and I know it’s probably going to affect me I’m just like, god, I’ve got all this other stuff I have to do so it’s probably not that important to me.  

Moderator
Great.  Thank you. Ah Tanya you’re last.

Tanya
Um I’m well I’m um 


{Participants laughing}

Moderator
She’s been listening and now she’s forgotten what she was going to say.

Tanya
Um **

Moderator
Yeah the thing that when you go to make the your decision, what do you think might be either the thing that sort of really is ok it’s this thing that I am going to base it on

Tanya
Um well I can see that voting tactically in my constituency we have a Liberal Democrat MP who seems very nice, seems to do quite a good job I think um and so I suppose I’m considering voting for her um because in my constituency that might be the meaningful vote against the Conservatives but I don’t know um {pause} but I don’t think I would be able to go through with that because I can’t help but um like Gordon Brown um I’ve always liked him I liked him before he was Prime Minister um and I sort of think that you can’t expect to like the Prime Minister. Ah you know in today’s world where everything is criticised everything is in the media all the time um so I sort of think if you like someone before they’re Prime Minister that’s good enough um and I really liked him I think.... uh it’s not like, I hate the thought of him never having been voted in even though I think really what he should do is step down

Moderator
Ok yeah.
Tanya
But um yeah.
Moderator
Yeah so right great. That’s great and it’s a wonderful segue, um we’re going to do uh I know... we’re going to have the next section is going to be the about the leaders and the parties and then um also about the debate. So, before we do this, it’s a little bit of a written exercise um the idea behind what we are about to do is called “first impressions” and um the idea here is I am going to hand out this paper with these three handsome gentlemen and um I want you to think about what you associate what kind of words or phrases come to mind when you look at the picture. It doesn’t have to be about the picture but just the person in the picture um so just to practice if I were to say the name Jeremy Paxman, Ida what kind of association do you immediately 

Ida
Um well oh um

Moderator
Fast, fast, fast, fast, fast. {clicking fingers}  

Ida
Ok um well I suppose interrogation on, on um Newsnight and, and yea things like that I guess

Moderator
Ok great thanks. Tanya?

Tanya
‘Clever’

Moderator
Clever, ok.  Daniel, any associations with Jeremy Paxman? Off the top of your head.  Quick. {snaps finger}

Daniel
 Uh ‘thorough’?

Moderator
Right {laughing} ok. Ah let’s try another one.  We’re going to practice these a little bit more like 2 more um Stephen Fry.  Iris?

Iris
‘Wonderful’, ‘very funny’.

Moderator
Ok anyone else? Draw words. 
Ida
Um ‘intelligent’ and {pause}


{participants laughing}

Moderator
Ok. Yep that’s it. Let’s try and think anyone else like do you ** the Queen.  What kind of associations come up with the Queen?

Iris
‘Pointless waste of money’.

Andrew
Yeah {laughing}


{participants laughing}

Ida
Yeah.  I was going to go for ‘obsolete’ as well.

Moderator
Ok so yeah we’re getting good, you’re getting faster the idea is that’s it’s, it’s not really... don’t rationalise about it don’t you know it’ll be written down so you don’t have to say anything out loud which you might find embarrassing but the idea is just to try and figure out um what kind of associations um you have when you think of these guys and then once you’ve sort of gone through all three um, it’s just these: Gordon Brown, uh, David Cameron and Nick Clegg, go back and um if a, if a word stands out as being really important to you in a positive way put an up arrow next to it. If it’s got a really negative connotation which really sums up why you don’t with something unsettling or bothering you put a downward arrow and if something is really important but you’re not quite sure if it’s a positive or a negative but it’s still as important put an asterisk like a neutral association next to it. Right and it can be about the person or you know the kind of associations of party that he’s in. So I’m going to give you guys hand these to you {hands out papers}

Iris
Not sentences just words. 

Moderator
 Yeah well words or phrases if a phrase kind of sums it up for you, you know um

Daniel
{Moderator hands him paper} Thanks.


{Moderator gestures to camera person that they can take a break}

Iris
 We’re not allowed to be offensive?
Moderator
Yeah, yeah, yeah.  {laughing} You are allowed to be offensive whatever words come to mind 

PAR:
**


{moderator laughs}

Moderator
Afterwards I’ll tell you what people had to say about Charles Kennedy last time.

Iris
You see I never focus on personality this is for me a very American way to approach...

Moderator
We’ll talk about the leaders and the parties and that in just a second.

Phil
It’s kind of difficult.


{silence and background noise 49.37 – 50:13}


{Daniel laughs to himself while writing, Andrew smiles and laughs as well}


{silence and background noise 50:16 – 51:22}

Daniel
Every comment?

Moderator
No I mean it doesn’t have to be you don’t have to have just the ones that sort of stand out.  
Daniel
Oh ok right. 

Moderator
I mean if you have an up and down that’s fine 


{silence and background noise 51:30 – 51:58}

Daniel
 I’ve rubbed out the ones that I ‘cause I thought you had to do it for everything 

Moderator
Ok. 


{silence and background noise 52:01 – 52:42}


{Andrew looks a bit worried and sighs}

Moderator
{to Andrew} If you don’t you don’t have to don’t feel that you have to force yourself to come up with things.

Andrew
Oh ok.

{silence and background noise 52:47 – 54:05}

Moderator
Yeah so. If I just give you another 30 seconds or so.

{silence and background noise 54:10 – 54:48}

Tanya
{whispering} Is it ok if I just grab a glass of water? 
Moderator
Yeah, yeah if you want to get yourself some water or some juice right  now would be a good time to do it ** a bit more chocolate whatever you would like. Anything that doesn’t get eaten by you guys is going to get eaten by the staff so {laughing} go ahead and help yourself.  


{Pause}

Moderator Ah I’m sorry I didn’t introduce Ceinwyn who’s my research assistant {gesturing towards Ceinwyn who has gone to get some food} ah helping out tonight so... {Ceinwyn gives Kristi some chocolate} Oh thank you! {laughing} 


{background noise 55:23 – 56:45}

Moderator
So ah can we make a start? Daniel, Iris do you need a bit more time? 

Iris
No.

Moderator
Right, alright. So in this election we see the first um UK wide debate with the leaders um representing their parties or, themselves I guess um and so ** little bit we’re going to have a discussion about if the leaders get a little bit too much attention in a minute but just to focus on, on the men themselves would... going through the list, is anybody willing to sort of say what they associate with Gordon Brown?

Andrew
Labour.

Moderator
Labour. Alright. That’s party id. Ok. Tanya?
Tanya
Um. Yeah no I wasn’t volunteering particularly, but I will


{participants laugh}

Moderator
Thank you.

Daniel
Sorry I don’t know why I looked at you there it wasn’t to imply that you should say something I just looked at you {gesturing to Tanya}

Tanya 
**

Daniel
Sorry.  I feel ** responsible there, sorry.


{participants laughing}

Tanya
Um I’ve got ‘education’, ‘prudence’ because that’s what everyone always said about him when he was Chancellor, at the time anyway. Um ‘blind in one eye’, ‘hardworking’

Andrew
He’s blind in one eye?

Tanya
Mmm hmm. ‘Clever’, ‘kind’, ‘awkward’, ‘fair’, ‘weak’...


{sounds of assent from participants}

Tanya
‘found love late in life’ and ‘Tony Blair’.

Moderator
Ok. So some good some bad some positive some negative associations did anyone get something similar?

Ida
Um well I wrote ‘doesn’t glamorise politics’ I think something you talking about the debate and I think that obviously Cameron and Clegg both were a lot more sort of polished...


{sounds of assent from participants}

Ida
...and um you know they’ve got youth kind of on their side but I think with Gordon Brown I also wrote that ‘what you see is what you get’ sort of maybe it’s you know not all the glamour the, the sort of you know being amazingly eloquent when public speaking and things like but is that what’s important at the end of the day when someone’s running the country so...


{sounds of assent from participants}

Daniel
Yeah um I mean I wrote ‘bad communicator’ yeah but I also wrote ‘maybe clever’ ah yeah so kind of in line with what Ida is saying.

Moderator
Anyone else?

Iris
Yeah I put, I put very similar things.  I put um you know, ‘tries hard’ and I think that comes across but um ‘suffers from poor public speaking skills’ I think he’s not a good orator and that comes across but I think we realise that that’s not the be all and end all of politics.  Just because you may not be a fantastic orator um doesn’t mean that you’re not you know that politics is not your life as it were. Um I put ‘has no oomph’ {laughing} Unfortunately he needs to show us that he has a little get up and go and uh a little bit more because he’s a little bit too laid back at the moment. I feel that he’s distancing himself a little bit from the proceedings and where as the others seem to be more well obviously he’s in power 

Moderator 
Yeah.

Iris
They want to be in power so ** I’ve put um I think he suffers from the fact that he has ah um an awful cabinet and he’s badly advised by his Economics advisors. I think he’s become, he’s under the influence of people who have misguided him and ah so 

Moderator
Thanks. Andrew. You said Labour already. Sorry.

Andrew
Yeah.

Moderator
Ah Phil any associations with Gordon Brown?

Phil
Um yeah that’s about it Labour well because um like to me I find that as a positive because um I haven’t decided who to vote for right now I’m more thinking towards Labour so more positive.

Moderator
Great. Thank you. Um Mr Cameron.  Um let’s see, ah Tanya could you... oh you did this last time.  Ida do you have anything your willing to share with us?

Ida
Ah well I think the sort of um trying well I actually wrote ‘trying to be cool’ but I think what I meant was ah sort of ‘trying too hard’ maybe? Um you know obviously I also wrote um ‘polished’ um and ‘eloquent’ um you know again with the debate and things so that was yeah but I think the trying, you know the trying to be sort of you know sort of ‘down with the kids’ thing so I guess that’s like a negative thing for me but - 
Moderator
Right

Ida 
But um yeah

Moderator
Ok interesting thanks.  Others on Cameron.  Alison?

Iris
You want me to read out what I’ve said? 

Moderator
{laughing} You can edit it in any way you would like.  I think last time people... 

Iris
I put the word ‘never!!’ 


{participants laughing}

Iris
...exclamation mark, exclamation mark an ‘Eton educated toff’ who would ‘never understand what the vast majority of the UK population needs’, he is both ‘remote’ and ‘privileged’. He’s ah ‘married into money’. He’s a ‘Thatcher disciple who I would never vote in’, having been under Thatcherism and grown up under Thatcherism I’m certainly not interested in anything that follows that to bring us back to to that ah  

Moderator
that way of governing. 

PAR:
Yeah, so I would put ‘Thatcher disciple’ and ‘educated toff’ that’s what I mean.  That’s what I associate with him.  Yeah

Moderator
Ok ah Andrew do you have any 

Andrew
No, no I don’t

Moderator
** You’re open you’re sort of waiting  

Andrew
I don’t exactly know the guy at all like I see him and that’s it I just see him he looks like a ‘smart guy’ I don’t know I can’t say nothing about him.

Moderator
Yeah ah smug you wouldn’t be the first to say person to write smug next to him {laughing} ** Positive things to say 

Daniel
You said ‘smart’ or ‘smug’? You said ‘smart’ no?

Andrew
Smart, smart

Moderator
Oh ‘smart’ oh sorry I thought you said ‘smug’ sorry

Andrew
What does that mean?

Moderator
Like arrogant.

Andrew
Oh ok **

Moderator
Oh so very smart.  Thanks for the correction. Um Daniel {laughing}

Daniel
Yeah I said ‘smarmy vibe’, ‘could be nice’, ‘wealthy’, ‘connected’ that... I don’t really um... that’s all I really know about him. I mean I don’t, who knows what you know? It’s just a managed impression that we’re receiving usually so... it’s a yeah yeah but kind of yeah

Moderator
Anyone else on Cameron? Willing to... 

Tanya
I’ve got um ‘toff’ 


{a lot of laughter from participants}

Tanya: ‘posh’, ‘insubstantial’, ‘creepy’, ‘bereavement’ and ‘unfair’, the things I came up with for him.

Moderator
Ida? Anything did you already go?

Ida
I’ve already

Moderator
Oh I’m sorry.  And ah Nick Clegg anyone willing to volunteer ?

Ida
I, I put ‘nothing to lose and everything to gain’ um and um also sort of ‘youthful’ and like the ‘alternative twist’ I guess that’s kind of what he keeps saying um and ‘good public speaker’ um but a sort of negative thing I put was sort of ‘campaigning on the back of the other parties policies’ sort of taking their policies and saying um we’re going to do this instead but instead of just coming up with something originally this is what we’re going to do... 

Andrew
**

Ida
...it’s kind of this is what we’re going to do in contradiction to this more. That’s kind of what I thought maybe came across a little bit from like the debates and things. 

Moderator
Ok.  Interesting.  Alison do you want to

Alison
Yeah, yeah I put ‘insubstantial’ and ‘opportunist politician’, sort of being in the right place at the right time so he’s just voicing um the concerns of the UK electorate and so he’s using that opportunity but without really substantiating what he’s really going to do about these problems he’s just seems to be picking um holes in the other parties um 

Moderator
Like what others would say-
PAR:
So without really coming forward and saying what they’re doing so I put ‘insubstantial’ but I also picked up that he’s a ‘good orator’ um ‘opportunist with no real depth’ and so I put that. Um what does he actually stand for this guy? Does anyone, you know, really does anyone really know what this party really stands for apart from being opposed to what everyone else seems to ah he hasn’t really 

Moderator
That’s kind of what Ida is saying 
Iris
He doesn’t really seem yeah 

Ida
Yeah ‘opportunist’ is a good word actually yeah

Moderator
Anyone else willing to make, offer their comments or associations? 

Tanya
My main point thing that I associate with him is ‘being overly familiar’ 

Moderator
Ok um with people? Or 

Tanya
Yeah well mainly I’ve seen him in action on the TV debates and um he’s always using, over using people’s names and I just think it’s and he was the one that was looking straight at the camera and not actually at the audience in front of him um oh I suppose that that’s not overly familiar that’s sort of knowing... 

Daniel
Media training

Tanya
...how to play the game 

Daniel
Sorry

Moderator
No, no that’s ok, that’s fine 

Tanya
But I think he’s overly familiar and I don’t like him. 

Moderator
The whole first name thing. 

Tanya
Yeah but you know throwing... maybe it’s just over rehearsed and sort of the marketing machine maybe more than the overly familiar um {pause} but and I think maybe the same can be said about Cameron with his “oh I know a builder” or “I know a black man” I know a- this, I know a- that. 

Moderator
Yeah Ok

Tanya
But 

Daniel
Did he say that?

Tanya
Yeah oh yeah he says these... yeah well think so 

Moderator
He was talking to a black man who 

Tanya
I’ve spoken to a black man {does impression of Cameron wagging his finger}


{participants laughing}

Moderator
Yeah Yeah 

Iris
Who did? Nick Clegg?

Tanya
No, no Cameron.
Andrew 
I know a black man {laughing}

Daniel
Is that is that what people say these days? 

Moderator
Well he was making reference to a story he was saying oh I was in this town and I was talking to a black man who had been in the UK he was 40 years old and he’d served in the military and this and that and the other thing so yeah.
Ida
But I think I think also part of that was that they, they all they all did that to a certain extent so it was oh I’ve got this personal example of somebody that I know that I’ve actually talked to real people oh I mean they all do that yeah like complete ** he’d you know Cameron was you know trying to yeah... but um you know I think they all kind of use that technique as well

Daniel
Like do you mean like trying to touch the common man type thing?

Ida
Yeah well like when they were debating certain policies they’d, they’d have these personal examples of well oh well I know I spoke to this person that was burgled or I spoke to this person who serves in the army you know like they all had these personal examples and

Daniel
So they’re trying to just associate themselves with everybody.

Ida
Mmmn.
Daniel
Like I’m not just a distant-
Ida
Yeah yeah.
Moderator
So in terms of, um if we can talk about the debates first, your impressions if you have any and if you don’t if you haven’t been paying attention cause you got you know, lives {laughs} and things to do that’s fine and then I want to talk about the debates just as an idea more like the debates themselves um I know a couple of people here either saw them or saw coverage of them um and in terms of the debates did you um did you find them useful or informative?

Iris
I hate these um ah kind of debates because unfortunately they’re following the ah American pattern of focusing the electorate on the personality the person at the top the figurehead and ah it’s not what we should just be... we’re not voting for one person we are voting for everybody that comes with him, his cabinet his politics his everything and I think they’re very dangerous and I hate these kind of

Participant
Mmmnn

Iris
But it’s good that they’re debating ideas and bringing them out into but it’s going into the American format. I’m not saying that I associate everything with America being negative that’s, you know, there’s a popularity contest about how good Nick Clegg looks on camera and how, you know, when you may have people like Gordon Brown who stand for he may not be a good orator but and he may lose in front of the cameras so that, but you know unfortunately the electorate may pick that up and not vote for him so I, ah hate these kinds of things.

Moderator
Ah thank you thank you for that. Um, Ida.  
Ida
I was just going to say that I, I, I mean I do agree that you know it’s the sense that, sense of people who are obviously better orators are going to come off better but at the same time I think that you’ve got to have... somebody has to be a spokesperson for a party so you, you’ve got to have someone at the top who’s who is being the spokesperson as it were you know kind of and I think I, I actually think the debates are a really good thing because um you know I do, I do read newspapers but um you know maybe once a week um whereas I think there’s probably a lot of people in similar, you know, similar to me that um I’m much more likely to watch something on TV and I think it’s quite good you know to get that out there and it’s sort of more accessible I think. Um, you know, I think it does, it has sort of got maybe um people who wouldn’t have voted it might have made more people vote um because it’s kind of got captured the interest of people um because yeah I mean I don’t know but I assume that this is correct that you know more people watch television than read newspapers or listen to the radio so um I do think it is, it’s a good way of getting ah stopping apathy or decreasing apathy maybe I, I don’t know but that’s kind of 

Daniel
Yeah.
Moderator
Would you like to follow on from that Daniel?

Daniel
Yeah if you’ve finished? 

Ida
Yeah.
Daniel
I, I don’t want to interrupt. Um yeah, yeah I think it’s interesting because I um agree with both of those points because in one way I fight the feeling of like don’t, don’t listen to the kind of like “yeah man we’re all in this kind of big system the government and media control us all blah blah blah” right, but I actually really agree with ah aspects of that and in that sense um I think that it’s bad for them to kind of focus on such a personality thing and have the white line going across but then on the other side it is really good because it’s engaging and I think that to me that was the first time I actively was engaged and went “oh that’s interesting” and it just kind of got me apart from the other marketing materials I saw that that white line and this who’s this Clegg guy you know what’s he about? And just seeing him speak so I thought I think that they serve their place because television is a medium that reaches more people who probably wouldn’t proactively go out and seek answers ah like me. {laughs} But then on the other hand I feel like ah you know it’s a bit of a popularity contest the results speak for themselves um like you know the CEO of some of the biggest or best companies in the world aren’t necessarily the most like you know Richard Branson types. They’re just some quiet guy you know comes into work gets it done and leaves so ah yeah 

Moderator
Ok. Ah anyone else on the debates sort of like well I guess we’re kind of going into debates are they a good idea and then the specifics of the debates Tanya did you oh yeah did you want? 

Daniel
I was just going to say that debates are really good and you get to see even though I don’t know how like how much in advance if they know the questions I don’t I didn’t actually ascertain that do they know 

Moderator
They know I think they knew the topics but they didn’t have prearranged they didn’t have the questions anyway.
Daniel
Yeah so.
Moderator
So it wasn’t extemporaneous or just off the top of the head.
Daniel
So it is a good way to get to know somebody like if you kind of throw them into a situation like those reality shows like “I’m a Celebrity... 

Moderator
Yeah.
Daniel
Get Me Out of Here” whatever like just throw someone into an extraordinary situation where they have to deal with being in the jungle or something. It is a good way for us to engage as the public with them in some way because I’d go oh this person vs this person vs this person and at the end of the day you’re going to make a choice as human given two or three people you’re going to like one of them more than the other probably right? So that’s why I think debate is good in any sense so ah yeah I think it’s a good thing.

Moderator
Ok ok. Ah anyone else on like I guess first shall we talk about the debate in particular it sounds like... would other people agree should I say that debates are a good thing does anyone think that debates aren’t particularly useful for the election anyone think that debates are a waste of time that’s ok but...

Tanya
Um yeah no.
Moderator
So do other people here or oh ok if you think people lean towards debates being a good thing or not having an opinion does anyone not have an opinion on the debates. Ok {laughs}

Andrew
Like I don’t know it’s like... the debates I think are like when you see them on TV and stuff people are really into it like into politics but for me if I was to see that channel I’d just turn it off. It doesn’t interest me. I’d rather see something on the newspaper like where I could just see it rather than actually just watch it you know what I mean {makes noise and gesture as if he is cheering on candidates in a stupidly happy manner} I’m not going to watch it like its someone making noise to me cause like I just think of it like it’s kind of like um.... it’s kind of like when... you can’t really explain it, it’s just like it’s just kind of boring to me it’s like you say stuff but ** I just don’t have trust in politics at all its like ok...

Iris
Do you mean the politicians themselves or?

PAR:
Yeah I just don’t trust, yeah I just don’t trust them at all like they say this now and like I said before like it’s not going to do it or you might do it for a while then it’s just going to go back to normal. The thing is I feel like um whoever we get, like as he said before {gesturing to Daniel} it’s like I don’t feel like it’s going to affect us in a major way like we’re still going to get on with our normal day lives and stuff like that like they’re not going to make a difference to me something like ginormous, like something big it’s just going to be like something tiny

Moderator
Right

Andrew
But we’re still going to be able to live our normal lives not like one day we’re going to be free and the next day we’re slaves and stuff like it’s not going to be like that 

Moderator
The sky and sun will still come out

Andrew
I don’t, I don’t see like nothing extreme about any of them so yeah 

Moderator 
In terms of the idea of having debates though are people pretty positive on the idea of people of leaders getting up there and talking? Like I think it sounds that generally people thought that the fact that they had done this for the first time is, is good so...

Tanya
Well I think I think you can’t argue that it isn’t a good idea and I do believe it is a good idea but my reservation is it’ll become even more like this personality contest even more presidential and I don’t think that’s a good thing

Moderator 
Right

Tanya
Um, but I overall I think yes they should debate and the TV probably the best place for them to do it so I think and find out more about what their policies are 

Moderator
Phil do you have any opinion on this? 

Phil
Yeah I think it’s a good idea cause um like someone said about the policies are looking really similar but when they’re debating you can see exactly where the differences are and how like what exactly they’re going to do 

Moderator 
That’s a good thing. Great. Um we’re running, we’re starting to run out of time and I two more topics I want to get through so um there’s been a lot of talk about uh the possibility of a ‘hung’ or if you’re ** ‘balanced’ parliament the idea of you know a hung parliament is out there if we if one party doesn’t get a clear majority then um there might be some kind of negotiations. Um and the other option of course is one party getting a working majority and kind of continuing what we have now.  In terms of a hung parliament is it something that worries you? Is it something that you’re open to? Is it something that you think would be a good idea or do you not know? So when people talk about the hung parliament what are people’s kind of thoughts on um on that as an outcome?

Iris
Can I say if I use the word ‘great’?
Moderator
Yeah.
Iris
But would I be wrong in saying that if we get a hung parliament we will get something more akin to proportional representation and more of the electorate will be represented instead of having the first past the post?

Moderator
It might be yeah, coalition or some kind of situation I think there was... I have to watch the Daily Politics you know I do political science and I find this confusing um but there is one possibility is a working majority another possibility is um if no party gets like enough to get a working majority then I think Gordon Brown might stay and be able to try and build a coalition um or 

Iris
With both of the other parties or just one of the other parties?  

Moderator
I think it depends on how the negotiations go. So it might be the um or the um it might be a case where um yeah they would, like you know, have a Labour / Liberal coalition and there would be a mixed cabinet um and there would be sort of powers between the two parties and they would have to come to an agreement on policies in order to get enough votes to pass it and I think one other option is that if the Tories get the most seats but don’t have a working majority they might be able to negotiate with the Liberal Democrats to abstain on certain policies in order to prevent their policy from being blocked. So it’s, it is pretty complicated but one of the outcomes of a hung parliament would be that the parties would probably have to work, negotiate with each other as opposed to being able to do just one party having the majority to get bills through that’s my understanding {laughs}

Iris
But wouldn’t that be so the only other example we would have to that scenario already having taken place was just after the second World War is that right?

Moderator
Ah in ‘74 there was an election in ‘74 where there was a brief attempt um there was another election called in October um and that went to a full majority so there was I mean there was a consensus **

Iris
But just after the Second World War didn’t you have, all parties had to there were coalition governments weren’t there or during the war 

Moderator
 Um I think you’re right it was after and there was a bit of a Lab/Con

Iris
Yeah

Moderator
Labour and Conservatives because that’s when they wouldn’t negotiate on the NHS and some of the things that came after it 

Iris
They worked together it worked well. I mean my personal viewpoint is that I think, great more of the electorate will surely should be represented that way not just one party um yes it might cause problems when it comes to passing laws because there will be objections but surely we will get more representation more of the electorate being... I personally I would like to see proportional representation coming in as a result of this and hopefully this will be the last election where we have first past the post and we then bring electoral change because of the policies um as you say correctly there is very little difference now between we can’t really see any major difference between a huge difference between the parties that we bring in proportional representation so I think ‘great’.

Moderator
So for you hung parliament thumbs up.  Anyone else on the idea of a hung parliament?

Andrew
I don’t get a hung parliament I don’t get I mean what does it mean a hung parliament?

Moderator
** like Labour has enough votes where they, it’s a majority system so if they want to bring a bill through all they have to do is kind of make sure there is enough of their members to have a majority so you know 50% of the vote of their members plus 1 to get anything through and they don’t need the Tories and they don’t need the Lib Dems. It’s nice if they come on board and sometimes there are bills where all the parties will vote for it but if push comes to shove Labour can kind of do what it wants because it has a majority of the vote so it’s very decisive you can get things through. Um in a hung parliament it would require some kind of negotiations where two or more parties might or you might have a grand coalition of all three parties but it would mean that they would negotiate things out and have to work a bit more together and do more negotiations in order to get legislation passed 

Daniel
So, so what are the numbers?

Andrew
The working numbers to go -
Daniel
So like-
Moderator
It would the numbers ah you would need 50% of the seats plus 1 -
Daniel
So if Labour gets 35, ah Conservatives get 35 and Liberal Democrats get 30...

Moderator
Yeas ah well it’s also kind of complicated because of how the seats are allocated so there’s an inherent bias for Labour. So Labour can get the lowest share of the vote but potentially still have more seats than anybody else because of the way the lines are drawn. 

Daniel
Right.
Moderator
Um so that’s another complication that the party with the lowest percentage of the votes can still have more seats but they wouldn’t necessarily have the majority of the seats so in that case they would have to work with one of the other two parties to form a government.
Daniel 
Like whoever the party whoever got the most votes-
Moderator
No, they could go with the Liberal Democrats they could try to get SNP to join up with them they could basically just try to scrape together as many to fill the gap between what they need for a majority and what they have. So that might be the Liberal Democrats or it might be some other parties. There’s a few independents and there’s Plaid Cymru and there’s some ah SNP people from the Scottish National Party as well so. 

Iris
This already happens in other European countries so but it does mean that when it comes to passing law its far more difficult because you don’t have a majority it takes longer sometimes you know laws are blocked because ah you don’t have a majority but I personally feel that its more democratic because more of the electorate would be represented but that’s just my personal opinion

Tanya
Yeah. Oh sorry. {laughs} Well I think it’s ah, I think it would be bad thing a hung parliament um just my belief that I think the good thing about our electoral system is that the party that wins can get stuff done um and pass their laws um and so even though I can see the point where yes it is good to have more people represented I would say that sticking with first past the post ah and I would hope that there isn’t a hung parliament um and partly because it does worry me that where I think we do need a clear economic strategy at the moment how could we have that really or an effective one with a hung parliament I think that really um it would be problematic

Moderator
Ok.
Tanya
And just generally about the thing anyway

Moderator
Ok. Good. Thank you for that. Ida I think you also-
Ida
Oh I was going to say was that I kind of you know, as you said {gesturing to Iris} I like the, I’m sort of in between the two of you {gesturing to Iris and Tanya} because I like the idea of it in the sense that you know for example that if it was a Labour/Lib Dem coalition then um you know obviously you’ve got sort of the experience that Labour has in being in government compared with but you might get some Lib Dem policies some of which I agree with pushed through um but, but sort of as you said sort of in terms of the kind of actual logistics of it um in passing laws and stuff it could you know it could be problematic because of um... yeah because of the time in getting people to agree and stuff and also because I don’t, correct me if I’m wrong, but if there’s a hung parliament I guess it’s more likely that there will be another general election sooner. 

Moderator
That might be the case.
Ida
Yeah and so if that is the case then say there was a Labour/Lib Dem hung parliament and it wasn’t really working in the sense that they weren’t agreeing everything then perhaps um if there’s another general election called then it might be more likely then that the Conservatives would get in or you know that people might sort of become disillusioned even more disillusioned than they are already with sort of the way governments works I guess. Um so I kind of like the idea but I don’t know how well it would work in practice.

Moderator
Fair comment. Thank you. Anyone else on hung parliament? {silence} Ok, so then the question I want to wrap up with and then we’ll be done. Um you guys are dealing with you know a difficult choice um, uh and given that I was just wondering why and I know Daniel you mentioned that before about why you think it’s um, important to vote 

Daniel
Yeah

Moderator
Um and I was just wondering how other peoples ah ideas or views on this you know if you’re not quite sure what party to vote for and they do seem quite similar and you’re not really happy with what’s on offer why, why vote?

Tanya
To prevent extreme parties possibly from um getting a member of parliament so if you feel like that you’re probably not thinking about voting for BNP =

{laughter from participants}

Tanya
{laughter} ah you know you don’t know which way to go so by voting you’re helping them become less likely -
Moderator
Right

Tanya
And people fought to get the vote so we should use it.
Moderator
Others? I would like to really get a comment from everyone if possible on this one because it’s something that really puzzles political scientists “Why do people vote” um so 

Phil
Um I think you should vote because it’s like you you’re choosing like you’re having your point heard so like your voice might be the same as like Labour or something so it’s good to um vote but then it’s sometimes it’s like does your vote really make a difference when there’s so many other people voting? But I still think you should vote because you’re even, even though it’s not making much of a difference like it’s even if you just like vote for your constituency and that way you’re making a difference for your local for your area maybe not for the country but for your area you’re making a difference.

Moderator
Good points thanks.

Iris
Yes it’s been a long battle for ah people to get the vote 

Daniel
Yeah

Iris
To establish a democracy and especially for women to also so I’m not giving that up easily. I only wish that in between the general elections every 4 years we could have a even more democratic system by allowing the general electorate to participate in regular referendums on key issues um so I would go far as we must vote, we should vote otherwise you are ah you say you might get a totalitarian juntas coming in so if you don’t voice your opinion you might be there might be opportunist groups not just the BNP but other opportunity groups might come in and say ‘well if you don’t have an opinion don’t want to express it we will dominate’ so it’s very important I would even go so far as to say you also need between every 4 years regular referendums on key issues which ideally we should all vote for and participate in 

Moderator
Yeah. Great.  Andrew.

Andrew
Um, no I do think it’s important for everyone to vote even though I do believe like it doesn’t really matter what parties, I do believe it is important because at the end of the day you’re it’s like you want a difference like you want something to be done that’s your voice being heard basically even though like your party may not win but at least you know you had a say. That’s the great thing about democracy is that you have a voice obviously you don’t want a dictatorship where you can’t vote or something like that so I find it good that you can vote, it’s like sometimes just think like I wish I could see the big difference between the parties that way it would be it would make me want to vote more basically if I saw that would be a big difference like cause like I said before like how it is it kind of doesn’t make me want to vote but I still see that I can do it so why not do it? If I see like um something that I like it might not happen but still I would like to see that happen so I might as well vote for it so I think it is important to vote so you um not just you, but like what you feel that its important um can be done can be way you feel like um is not being done you can like vote for the party who is willing to do it. So it’s quite important to vote.

Moderator
That’s great. Thank you very much.  Ida. 

Ida
Um well yeah I, I sort of the last thing you said {looking towards Andrew}I think one of the things that really annoys me is that like I have one friend who, she’ll you know she will be the first person to complain that the government’s failing in this way or whatever but then she... I’ve known her for several maybe just like local elections whatever but she just doesn’t bother to vote and I think it’s really frustrating when someone’s sort of complaining that this isn’t happening or this isn’t being done and then they’re not going to, you know, exercise their right to vote. Um and I think that obviously you know there are as you were saying {gesturing to Phil} like you know although you don’t necessarily have an opportunity to make a big difference particularly if your constituency is like a safe seat and even though its therefore kind of dumb sort of as you were saying {gesturing to Tanya} tactically voting and um and things like that but um I think you know it is, as you said {gesturing to Phil} you know we’ve got this, this right to do it um and you know people did, did really sort of fight for this to happen so I think it’s really important that you know, that you do exercise that and um as Tanya said about keeping sort of extremist parties out if you know, you can’t make a decision between two main parties you know you think their much of a muchness, it’s still better to vote for one of them then you know letting you know extreme parties get in get seats and things

Moderator
Right. Right.  Did you want to add a comment I know that you talked a little bit during the discussion but 

Daniel
Yes but can I ask you a question first 

Moderator
Yeah

Daniel
Um what percentage of people vote typically?

Moderator
In the last election the turnout was I think between 63 and 65% and it’s kind of been trending downwards... 

Daniel
Really?

Moderator
...since the 1970s sort of in the early days it used to be like in the lower 70s and mid 70s 

Daniel
Male-female ratio?

Moderator
Ah about the same, about the same in terms of there’s not a real sort of sex difference in turnout

Iris
Age range? That would be more interesting

Andrew
Yeah

Moderator
Age range? It tends to be older people who vote and um they also-
Daniel
Define older

Moderator
Um basically the older you get the more likely you are to vote. So the least likely people are sort of 18 year olds and the most likely people... there’s a pretty, you know, there’s a pretty linear relationship in terms of age and turnout

Daniel
Yeah yeah yeah.
Moderator
So we’re not sure if it’s an age effect or if it’s because of people who grew up during the war um you know have a very, you’d call it high sense of civic duty um and if you have a high sense of civic duty you’re much more likely to go vote and they have the highest sense of civic duty 

Daniel
Is there a correlation between that and like hierarchy of needs kind of thing? 

Moderator
Um you mean like Inglehart’s post-materialism thesis? {laughs} I’m sorry um no I mean what you find people, who I mean people who are um, the more you pay taxes the more you go through your life you get child credit so you need to get housing um you maybe use government benefits or you get to an age where you are using the free bus pass, the more you have experience with government it seems to be um, the more aware you are the more you have a pretty firm opinion on who does good who does good for you and so I think there’s also a little bit of that going on as well um 

Iris
** I would also ** to say the older people, you say civic duty because those people know parents and grandparents who lived under fascist dictatorships and I mean fascists and the young people like me may read books but for the older people it’s actually something 

Moderator
It’s a real life thing where their dad or maybe even them, they fought 

Iris
It was life or death 

Moderator
Against facism.  Yeah.

Iris
 So it wasn’t just 

Daniel
Yeah.

Iris
 A ballot paper.

Moderator
Ida did you, I’m sorry

Ida
I, I was just going to say briefly, sorry.  Um I’m surprised that it’s that high actually 60, did you say 60 – 65% at the last election, I’m surprised it’s that high cause I think for example when I was at university you know student politics was you know the turnout was awful I mean really awful

Moderator
Oh yeah

Ida
Absolutely awful comparatively 

Moderator
There is that age effect

Ida
Yeah but in terms of the stuff that was affecting students you know uni issues not um you know not national issues um so you know I’m yeah I’m I think that’s quite high actually

Moderator
You can check the Britain election, I was the research officer in the last British election study so um they’ve got some details so um 

Iris
Has there been a period when the, the you know the 18 -25 when there was a high turnout in the election by that particular group 

Moderator
Um in all honesty I don’t have it like by cohort
Iris
But do you know was there a period during the last 20-30 years? 

Moderator
Um I, I know just generally in terms of national or like UK wide percentages um how those go. We saw a real dip in 2001 and then it went up a little bit in 2005. So 2001 was sort of the lowest point and then last time it got a little bit more exciting but I think 

Iris
Before 2000?

Moderator
In terms of um the youth turnout, what I would call 25 and under would be a youth turnout, I don’t know that those rates have changed but then again like I said I don’t have um the figures for every election going back to when we started keeping records in 1945 I don’t 

Iris
That’s such a shame because you know the education... the population of the student population has grown, let’s be honest like that and yet the more educated they seem to have become the less involved that’s just

Moderator
Well it might just be a delay effect you know education does it is related to - sorry we’re getting really off topic here - education is related to turnout.  Um so it might be what we call a lag effect like it might take a little bit longer and then you’ll see an increase in that cohort as they get into needing housing and they have that, you might see a bit of a bump compared to university or non-university or non-post secondary educated voters um in previous so you might see the effect of that Labour investment in education but a little bit further down the line.

Iris
Oh ok.

Daniel
I’m just trying to overcome my you know the reason I came to this as well so it’s really ** so thanks so like to be here. I’m just trying to overcome my apathy and you know ‘cause I know logically it makes sense what everyone is saying and so that’s my struggle like I’m educated and I have directly effects, I pay taxes you know all that stuff but I just can’t 

Iris
I just wish people would understand that when 

Daniel
It’s so weird cause I should and I have to 

Iris
Politics does translate into everyday life you know as students we fall you know I’m talking about you know housing fighting against the government trying to bring in this loan system and we were fighting every day you know we were trying we realised that political decisions were going to affect people’s lives on a daily basis and they have but we lost now students are having to take out massive loans the parents now are burdened with massive, you know, financial commitments to help these students go to university. The lower classes the working classes of which I’m a member are now are certainly um dissuaded from going into full time education because they will be burdened. You know it, um policies, politics translates into lives it effects our lives but here I am

Moderator
No, no I’m really sorry it’s just that I have already taken up 15 minutes more of your time than I meant to um and you still have to do my ** So this is, again where there’s a lot of interest in the leaders, so this is just um, um a final survey and then also the last question is if you would be interested in participating in the post election focus group so um if you can take a few minutes um fill this out. I know it’s very kind of bland survey stuff but it would be very useful and then when you are finished um I’ve got the ah yes the envelopes here with your participant ah compensation fee ah I just need you to sign your name to prove to Birkbeck that I didn’t just keep all this money myself. So ah when you’re done if you could bring everything that you’ve written on in one pile ah to me and then I can 

Iris
Is this a popularity vote on the leaders again?

Moderator
It is, we’re, it is something that because it’s the first time that we’ve had a debate it’s something that ah 

Iris
It’s on the back of that 

Moderator
Yeah it is a lot ah yes so um and also we’re replicating something that we did last time which was to look at leaders as well.

{Transcription ends at 98:53}
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