The British Academy, the Leverhulme Trust and University of Dundee are committed to ethically-conducted social research. We ask you to consider the following points before agreeing to participate.


· Your contribution to the research will take the form of a focus group participant. This will be digitally video recorded, audio recorded and transcribed.

· Your name and any information which may directly or indirectly identify you will be altered to protect your anonymity.

· Introducing an offer to anonymise - without defining it properly - is premature and unnecessary. An alternative wording which is more specific, such as 'it will be transcribed and your name removed', is just as effective. 

· Any recordings of the discussions will be kept securely, and only authorised to other researchers on the condition they preserve your anonymity. 

· The transcriptions (excluding names and other identifying details) will be retained by the researcher and analysed as part of the study. They will also be deposited with the UK Data Archive which has strict regulations about accessing data for research and protecting participant confidentiality.
The University of Dundee Research Ethics Committee has reviewed and approved the study.
· Whilst 'in due course' is vague there is a definite promise to destroy the recordings - the primary source of data. Unless there is a particular reason to do this any key material generated by a research project should be preserved. 


If you would like to discuss any aspect of the study, or the details of this form, please contact Dr. Edzia Carvalho. 


E-mail: e.carvalho@dundee.ac.uk 


Web page: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/humanities/staff/profile/edzia-carvalho 

Research in the media:

Drs. Kristi Winters and Edzia Carvalho (2014) ‘The party leaders must ensure that the next set of election debates don’t focus solely on England.’ Democratic Audit UK blog, London School of Economics. www.democraticaudit.com/?p=9249
Drs. Kristi Winters and Edzia Carvalho (2014) ‘Just not relevant to us: Devolution, Scottish voters and the 2010 British general election’, joint research presented at the Elections, Public Opinion and Parties conference, www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnujDfnhjk0  

Drs. Kristi Winters and Edzia Carvalho (2014) ‘Smarmy or Confident? Evaluating Perceptions of British Political Leaders’, QSR International webinar, 23 April, www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLhtI13TfsM 
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Common Questions:

Q: What is this research about?

Local elections, an up-coming general election, economic worries, climate change, the future of public services, personal and national security...

This discussion will focus upon the issues and concerns of people in the weeks leading up to the British general election.
What do I have to do?

Just talk and give your views. 

The focus groups will consist of 5 to 10 other people and will be led by a moderator. You will first be asked to fill out a brief questionnaire. In order to get a good cross-section of the public not everyone who applies will be invited to participate in the focus groups.

The focus group will take place at a location convenient for you.  It will be recorded with digital video and audio recorders and transcribed.  The transcripts will be analysed to better understand the views of Britons today.

We also understand your time is valuable, and to help offset the costs you might occur travelling to and from the focus groups we are offering £30 compensation to all participants.

There will be another focus group after the next general election which will review many of these topics again.  If you are invited to the first focus group you may participate in the post-election focus group, and would be eligible for £30 in participant compensation.
How long will it take?

The focus group will be approximately 90 minutes. The first 5 minutes will be devoted to reviewing and signing a consent form which lists your rights as a participant and to answer any other questions you might have before we begin.  You may also request a copy of the consent form in advance of our meeting.
Participants will also be required to fill out a brief questionnaire after the focus group session.
What happens to the video files and written transcripts?

You will be assigned a participant ID number so your contact details will never be kept with the video or transcript files.  The findings of this research will be written up and published. They may also be used for teaching and research training. The published works may include quotations from your discussions, but individuals will never be named. To aid in the use of your words in published works we request that you assign copyright to the researcher.
All files will be kept in a password-protected file on a password-protected computer.  Files will not be sent by e-mail, only on password-protected data sticks and by registered post. 

Transcribers will be required to sign documentation binding them legally to protecting your anonymity. During the course of transcription all direct identifiers (names, addresses, employment, streets, etc.) and indirect identifiers (workplace, organisations) will be removed or changed.

Any other researchers who use the data must comply with strict regulations about accessing data for research and protecting participant confidentiality.

Can I change my mind about participation?

Your contribution is immensely valuable. However, if you wish to withdraw at any time we will respect your decision immediately. Any contributions made until your withdrawal may still be used in the research. Those who withdraw may not be eligible for the full cash payment.
How do I find out about publications which come out of this study?

Participants who would like to be notified of publications which come out of this research should identify how they would like to be notified on the participation consent form. 
How do I find out more or become a participant in this study?

Contact Dr Edzia Carvalho (e.carvalho@dundee.ac.uk) or Dr. Kristi Winters (kristi.winters@gesis.org) with any questions.
