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INVITATION TO TAKE PART IN A RESEARCH STUDY

The question of independence increasingly divided Scotland as the polling day neared. Whatever the outcome, the nation will need to move forward together. This project engages with the public to transition from pre-referendum debates to post-referendum discussions through public events and focus groups. You are invited to participate in one of the focus groups that will be held in Dundee. The theme will be personal reflections on the independence referendum outcome and the future of Scotland. 

The study is conducted by Dr Edzia Carvalho, Lecturer in Politics in the School of Humanities at the University of Dundee and Dr Kristi Winters from GESIS-Liebniz Institute of Social Sciences in Cologne, Germany. 

PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH STUDY

The public events will feature academic and industry experts and original analysis of the perceptions of average citizens. To engage directly with the public, we will conduct three focus groups in Dundee with Yes, No and undecided voters, soliciting their referendum voting experiences and thoughts on the future of Scotland. These findings will be unveiled for the first time at the Edinburgh event, with Dundee-specific questions embargoed until the Dundee event. We will use these events to promote a website where people can submit (in written and electronic formats) their own referendum views. We will accept, curate and preserve these data, eventually depositing them with the UK Data Archive.
The primary benefit for our target audiences – the Dundee community in particular and Scottish voters more generally – are free, public talks that present the long-term polling statistics story behind the referendum outcome and a forum in which people can consider its impact on individual and collective perceptions of national identity in the future (and in future elections). The second benefit is the opportunity to engage with other citizens’ views of the campaigns, compare notes on its successes and failures, and the impact of the outcomes on the polity in Scotland and the UK. The researchers will benefit as it will contribute to their ongoing research on devolution, national identity, and voting behaviour. We expect that, as has been the case with prior electoral focus group research, investigating people’s perceptions will raise new research questions for the future.
TIME COMMITMENT

The focus groups will consist of 5 to 10 other people and will be led by a moderator. The focus group will be approximately 90 minutes and will be held on the University of Dundee campus. The first 5 minutes will be devoted to reviewing and signing a consent form which lists your rights as a participant and to answer any other questions you might have before we begin.  You may also request a copy of the consent form in advance of our meeting. You may first be asked to fill out a brief questionnaire.
COST, REIMBURSEMENT AND COMPENSATION

Your participation in this study is voluntary.
To help offset the costs you might occur travelling to and from the focus groups we are offering £25 compensation to all participants.

RISKS

There are no known risks for you in this study.
TERMINATION OF PARTICIPATION

Your contribution is immensely valuable. However, if you wish to withdraw at any time we will respect your decision immediately. Any contributions made until your withdrawal may still be used in the research. Those who withdraw may not be eligible for the full cash payment.
CONFIDENTIALITY/ANONYMITY

You will be assigned a participant ID number so your contact details will never be kept with the video or transcript files.  The findings of this research will be written up and published. They may also be used for teaching and research training. The published works may include quotations from your discussions, but individuals will never be named. To aid in the use of your words in published works we request that you assign copyright to the researchers.
All files will be kept in a password-protected file on a password-protected computer.  Files will not be sent by e-mail, only on password-protected data sticks and by registered post. 

Transcribers will be required to sign documentation binding them legally to protecting your anonymity. During the course of transcription all direct identifiers (names, addresses, employment, streets, etc.) and indirect identifiers (workplace, organisations) will be removed or changed.

Any other researchers who use the textual, audio, or video data must comply with strict regulations about accessing data for research and protecting participant confidentiality. Researchers who wish to use these data will be required to submit a written undertaking that they will not use any data that may identify you and breach your anonymity. 
The transcriptions (excluding names and other identifying details) will be retained by the researchers and analysed as part of the study. They will also be deposited with the UK Data Archive which has strict regulations about accessing data for research and protecting participant confidentiality.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THIS RESEARCH STUDY

Dr Edzia Carvalho will be glad to answer your questions about this study at any time. You may contact her at e.carvalho@dundee.ac.uk. 

Participants who would like to be notified of publications which come out of this research should identify how they would like to be notified on the participation consent form.
The University Research Ethics Committee of the University of Dundee has reviewed and approved this research study.
